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FES US CHRIST. 


BEING 


The only Fountain and Foundation, 
the whole Sum and Center of all her 
Happineſs in Time and in Eternity, 
And without which 


No Soul can poſſibly be happy, but 
muſt be I, and pare for ever. 
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By Mr. EDWARD PEARSE, 
Late Miniſter of the GosPEL.  /- 


And now gn ſome Places a little more enlarged, 2 


God ſo loved the World, th he gave his only begotten Son, 


that whoſoever believeth 1: nim, ſhould not periſh, but have | 1 
everlaſting life. 


He that has the Bride, is the Bridegroom, but the Friend of 1 

the Bridegroom, nich ſtandeth and heareth him, rejoiceth _ 1 
greatly, becauſe of the Bridegroom's Voice, this =y Joy | 
therefo e is fulfill , Fecbn iii. 16. 29. 
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Ext to the full and immediate 
viſion and fruition of the God 
of glory above, the greateſt happineſs 
of ſouls lies in union and communion 
with Chriſt here: Nor indeed can we 
ever attain unto the one without an t 
CONE with the other. Now | 
to bring thee into, and build thee up 
in this union and communion with 
&* Chriſt, and thereby to fit and diſpoſe 
Z thee for that glorious viſion and frui- 
tion above, is the principal deſign of 
the enſuing diſcourſe, If thou re- 
quireſt a reaſon of the publication 
hereof, I defire thee to ſatisfy thyſelf 
with this: God, in his al-wiſe and 
holy providence, hath ſeen good now 
for ſeveral months to call the unwor- 
thy author out of his vineyard, and 
34 1 him in a ſick chamber; and 
= he alſo ſeems to be ſpeedily calling 
A . him 


| 
| 


a — — — 


[i ] 
him out of this world, and to bring 


that night upon him wherein no man 
can work, wherein nothing 1s to be 


done dither for God or man's ſoul, 


John ix. 4. And being never like to do 


more for Chriſt on earth, he was 


willing, in hopes of advancing his dear 
Lord's kingdom, in the drawing of 
{inners to him, and building up of 
ſaints in him, and communion with 
him, to make theſe poor contempla- 


tions publick. God was pleaſed ſome 
few years ſince to make a more than 


ordinary uſe of the preaching of 
them, many ſouls being through his 
grace eſpouſed to Chriſt, and more 
brought nearer to him thereby: and 
had 1 not ſome hopes that he would 


alſo, through that ſame grace of his, 
make ſome uſe of the reading of them 
for thy good, and the good of others, 
I think they had never ſeen the light : 
Thy good then, and Chriſt's glory 
in the enlargement of his kingdom 
is the thing aimed at herein, which 


the good Lord by his grace accom- 
pliſh! am Vins daily by the we” = 
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of the grave, waiting upon the will, 
and for the call of my ſovereign 
Lord; the only reaſon ſwaying with 
me to deſire life, next to the more 


thorough-working out my own. fal- 


vation, is to reveal, and make known 
Chriſt to ſouls, and to publiſh the 
glad tidings of peace and ſalvation 
to a loſt and ſinful world: But if God 


will make no further uſe of me that 


way, his will be done. I comfort my- 
ſelt with what an holy man ſpeaks, 
Stinleſs ghrifying of God, ſaith he, is bet- 
ter than ſinful glorifying of God. His 
meaning, 1 ſuppoſe is, that tis better 
to glorify God in a ſinleſs than in a ſin- 
ful ſtate. Truly, here we fin in our 
beſt actions; and if we bring a little 


glory to God, yet, wo and alas | how 


much diſhonour do we alſo bring 


him? And what iniquities do there 


cleave to our moſt holy things? But 
above we ſhall glorify him without 
ſinning; we ſhall love him, praiſe 
him, admire him, adore him, delight 
in him, and aſcribe glory to him 
without the leaſt taint or tincture of 
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which is infinitely, infinitely, infinite- 
ly better, all ſin purged from our hearts 


L913 
fin cleaving thereunto ; having not 
only all tears wiped off our eyes; but 


and actions. Farewel, I leave thee 


and this poor treatiſe to the bleſſing of 1 
heaven. . e | 


oc 


[RE A D E R 
: A Here are two main ends for which 
| the Goſpel-Miniſtry 75 ordained ; 

the one is, the winning of ſouls, 
and bringing them into Chriſt , the other is 
bb be edification and building up of ſuch are 
already brought in. It hath pleaſed Chriſt, 
7 the bead of the church, who diſtributeth 
gifts in order to the ſalvation of men, unto 


> whom and in what meaſure he pleaſeth, to 
2 furniſh the author of this diſcourſe with good 

abilities as to both theſe works. As to the 

Frſt, the Lord had given him a peculiar gift, 
= to qualify him above many, to preach the 

3 Goſpel for the winning of ſouls ;, and the grace 

/ God in him did inflame bis beart with 
= ardent defires, and did excite great longings 
in bim after the converſion of ſouls ; and be 
| | | was 


L vin 
was pleaſed to crown his own gifts and grace 
in him with great ſucceſs, many a ſoul hav- 


ing been turned unto God by his labours. And 7 


it having pleaſed God to caſt the author in- 
to a languiſhing diſtemper for ſome months, 


chere by he was wholly taken off from his 
work in preaching, ſo great did the defire 


of doing good to ſouls remain in bim, and 
ſuch were the yearnings of his bowels to- 
wards them, that being not able to ſpeak to 


them any longer out of the pulpit, he could 


not ſatisfy himſelf, but he muſt needs ſpeak 
to them in this ſmall tra, wherein his great 
ſcope and principal defign is, to allure and 
dra ſouls unto Chriſt. As to the mat- 
ter of the treatiſe, I need ſay little, is will 


ſufficiently ſpear for itſelf , only thas much I 


may ſay, union with Chriſt is the foundation 


of our happineſs. The apoſtle tells us, that J 
Chriſt in us is the hope of glory; we can- 


not have any ſure or ſound title to eternal life 
and glory but by union with Chriſt, whoever 
are ſaved, are ſaved by being brought under 
Chriſt as their head, Eph. i. 10. That in 


the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of times, he 


might gather together in one all things in 


Chriſt ; that he mig ht bring them under one 


Head: fo Zanchy and others interpret the 
Greek word there uſed: The Son of God in- 
 carnate is the true vine into which tha ele 
„ are 


8. 8, 9. V c. 20. of 


[ ix | 
are implanted. There are but two roots of 
mankind, the Firſt and the Second Adam; 
the firſt Adam 7s the root of fin and death 
unto all that abide in him: the ſecond Adam 
is the root of righteouſneſs and life unto 
all who are implanted into him, The ſcope 
of this diſcourſe, is lo perſuade men not to 
be content to abide in the root upon which 
they naturally grow, viz. the root of the 
firſt Adam, but to ſeek after a new relation 


unte Chriſt the ſecond Adam. The argu- 


ments by which the author preſſeth ſouls to 
come to Chriſt, are moſt pathetic al and ſtrong ; 
and as there is a vein of heavenly affection 
which runnelh through the whole body of the 
diſcourſe, to allure ſuch who are yet flran- 
gers to the Lord Feſus, to fall in love with 
him, ſo there is much ſolid matter inter- 
woven, whereby. thoſe who are already called 
and have attained to ſome acquaintance with 
ſpiritual things, may receive farther advan— 
tage. It pleaſeth the all-wiſe God to leave 
the author at a great uncertainty as to life; 
the Lord hath kept him in the furnace long, 
but he hath choſen and refined him in it; 
and whether it be in this, or in the other 
world, that he ſhall pleaſe to bring him forth 
they who have moſt intimate converſe with 
him, are perſuaded he will come forth as 
Gold, 7, he Lord grant that the ſame pre- 
Jen 


Re, eo cated 


1 
ſence of divine grace, which attended theſe C 


ſermons in preaching of them, may accompany 


them in the publication, that many more ſoul 
may be enamoured and drawn to the love of 77 


that faireſt of ten thouſand, the Lord Feſus 


that fo knowing him and adhering to him, ® the 
they may be ſaved eternally by bim, by whon be 
all that have been, are, or fhall be ſaved, Þ 

are brought to life and glory: So prays, | 


Th e unworthieſt e f | ani 
Cbriſts ſervants, 


THE 


THE 


i CONTENTS. 


any 

2 Chapter I. 

f of herein an introduction is made into our intend- 
45; ed diſcourſe, the foundation thereof laid, and 
im, ® the matters to be inquired into, in our procedure 
om © therein propoſed. Tage To 
ed, | 


Chap. II. 


The eſpouſal, or marriage- relation, between Chriſt 
and believers opened, and the import thereof 
laid down in five things. pag. 4+ 


Chap. III. 


In which the way and means of the accompliſhment 
of this eſpouſal, or marriage-relation between 
Chri/t and believers, is inquired into, and a ge- 
neral account thereof given. pag. 18. 


Chap. IV. 
| Wherein are contained, the more remote atts of 
divine grace, put forth more immediately, 
the Father and Jeſus Chriſt, for us and towards 


| us, in order to the accompliſhment of the eſpou- 
| ſal between Chriſt and us. pag. 24. 


a Chap. V. . 
| Which gives an account of thoſe (which I call) 


more near adts of grace, which the Father and 

Jeſus Chriſt, by the holy Spirit, do put forth in 

us, and upon us, for the effetting of the eſpou- 

He ſal between Jeſus Chriſt and uu. pag. 136 
1 p. 
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The Contents. 
Chap. VI. 


Being a call to, and treaty with ſouls, in order 


to an eſpouſal between Chriſt and them. pa g. 52. 


Chap. VII. 


Mich ſhews what manner of husband Chriſt is, 
and how qualified for the endearing of him 10 
fouls, and rendering bim 25 rable in a conjugal 
relation. | pag. 56, 


Chap. VIII. 


Mich Sew? what great things Chrift does for all 


his ſpouſes, „„ - 
= Chap. IX. 
Which opens a little the heart of Chrift, and ſhews 
how much he is ſet upon an eſpouſal with ſin- 
ners. 8 pag. 97. 
Chap. X. 


IWhich Aren ſouls, and ſhews them the means 
and way, how to attain unto this ſweet and 


bleſſed eſpouſal with Jeſus Cbriſt. pag. 126. 
Chap. XI. 


Being a contemplation of the infinite love and con- 


deſcenſion of Chriſt to ſouls, and the unſpeakable 
comfort and happineſs of believers 1 in this ſweet 


e{pouſal. pag. ay 
EE, 
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I ACE. 


. E fubjeft of the following treatiſe, 


which was wrote by a worthy and pious 
divinein the laſt century, is moſt noble and im- 
portant. A ſubject which nearly concerns every 


man, and more eſpecially ſuch as are yet 


in their ſinful and unregenerate ſtate. For 
all men wiſh and deſire to be happy; but 
not one of them, by his own reaſon, knows 
what true es is, and therefore chooſes 


5 4 faiſe one. Moſt people place happineſs 


in the enjoyment of this world, and the 
things which it affords, and wiſh for no- 
thing more, than to continue in the poſſeſſion 
of them for ever (Pſalm. xlix.) yet the world 
paſſes away, and all the riches and luſt there- 
of (1 John ii. 17.) and they that love no- 
bing better, periſh with them. James v. 
15. Luke xvi. 23, 24. Rev. xvii. 

Some indeed know ſo much, that they cannot 
be happy without God, who is the only foun- 


tain of all that is good (James 1. 16.) and 
who alone can afford true and laſting peace, 


contentment, reſt, and comfort to our immor- 
tal ſouls; and conſequently that it is very ne- 
ceſſary for them to be united with him, But 
they very often miſtake the only perfect means, 
by which they can be united with God the 
moſt high Good; fer not being thoroughly 

con- 


R PREFACE. 


f their depraved nature, their 
corrupt heart, and finful ſtate, they hope to 
come to the moſt holy God, without a true and 
lively faith in Jeſus Chriſt, whom alone God 


convinced 0 


has appointed 125 1 of, to be the me- 


diator (1 Tim. ii. 5, 6) the perfect high 
prieſt, the only far and advocate (Heb. vii. 

25, 27. 1 John. 
who has ſuffered 100 died for the whole fallen 


race of Adam, and reconciled the world with 


God (2 Cor. v. 19) and who only can and 
will ſave all them 725 believe in him. (John 
Hi. 16. 17, 18, 19, 


God, has taught us flainly, that no one 
can come to the Father, but by him. John 


\ xiv. 6. And the apoſtles not only explained 
and inculcated the ſame truth, but freely and 


chearfulty confeſſed the ſame, even before their 


enemies, Acts iv. 12. yea ſealed the ſame 


with their Bod. 7. herefore all who miſ- 
take this way and means, can never find fa- 


vour, nor attain to union and communion 
with God, Others, though they approve of 
Chrif and his Apoſiles, yet 
ſeem inſenſible of the importance of it 


this doctrine of 


have very flisht thoughts of repentance and 


faith in Chriſt, and love to him and his com- 


manaments. 


They think it only to be head 
Work, 


and wot Heart work, And this is the 
; reaſo 


1, 2.) for loſt ſinners, 


36.) Chriſt himſelf, 
who perfectly knew the hidden counſels of 
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I $ ſaith, SF to comfort true believers, And 


PREFACE; :*-:M 


reaſon, why many poor ſouls even amongſt 
Chriſtians (who have been inſtrufted in the 
principal doctrines of chriſtianity) dont at- 
tain to that holy ſtate, which God has deſign- 
ed and prepared for them by and in Chriſt. 
Our author, moved with hearty compaſſion 
to ſuch poor ſouls, made choice of this import- 


ant ſubjet, He ſets forth Chriſt, as the 


only foundation of our true and everlaſting 
happineſs. Ile deſcribes in a lively manner 
the moſt intimate union and communion with 
Chriſt, and the way to arrive at it. He in- 
dies and preſſeth, with ſtrong and moſt pathe- 
tical arguments, all finners, 10 come to Chriſt, 
to believe in him, to embrace him, to make 


their covenant-union with him, to receive and 
enjoy that great and eternal ſalvation aud 


happineſs which 1s laid up in him for them, 
and which infinitely ſurpeſſes all that the eye 
bath ſeen, or the ear heard, or the heart of 
man can conceive to be great, and amiable. 
The importance and neceſſity of this ſubjef? 
was the chief inducement to repubiiſh this 
ſmell, yet moſt uſeful and very eaifying trea- 
tiſe, in hopes that, by the bleſſing of God, it 
may much contribute to excite @ irue faith 
and love to Chriſt, in the hearts of many 
readers, to ſtrengthen them that are of weak 


1510 baphy effect the reading of this treatiſe 


will ” 


n 


PREFACE. 


will certainly have on all ſuch as do read it 
with due attention, joined with fervent pray- 
er, and that not only once, but many times. | 
That the God of all grace, without whoſe 
Bleſſing all our endeavours prove ineffettual, | 
ay make this treatiſe inſtrumental to the 
furthering the great end of our chriſtian faith ; 
and ſo order, by his good providence, as that 
an impreſſion of this noble and very edifying 
treatiſe may never be wanting, is the ſincere 
wiſh and ardent prayer of the Publiſher, 


Lond. May, 27 1752. 
8 0065 J. C R. 
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Union and Communion 
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R. | From 2 COR. xi. 2. 


I have eſpouſed you to one Hubond that 
J may preſent you a chaſte Virgin 
Y „ . 


| „ 

I berein an introduction is made into our in- 

F rtendeddiſcourſe, the foundation thereof laid, 
and the matters to be inquired into in our 

procedure therein, propoſed. 


# | New-covenant relation to Chriſt is cer- 
A 


tainiy a concern of the greateſt weight, 
. and higheſt importance to the ſons of 
men of any in the world: it is what lies at the 
| foundation of all true happineſs both in time and. 
eternity; without it (as a learned Divine hath. 
well obſerved): we are not Chriſtians ; we arg 

| oni 


2 The Soul's eſpouſal, or 


only the carcaſes of Chriſtians ; nor may we 
expect any ſaving advantage by any thing that 
Chrilt bath either done or ſuffered for poor ſin- 
ners: and this relation, of ſo much weight and 
importance to us, the ſcripture repreſent under 
various notions and expreſſions to us: if tgrepre- 
ſented to us, ſometimes under the notion of a 
king and ſuljecs; hence Chriſt is called ing of 
ſaints. Sometimes under the notion of a ather 
vnd his children; hence he is called the ever/a/t- 
ing Father; they are his own words unto God 
the Father : Behold I, and the children which 
theu haſt given me. Sometimes under the notion 
of head and members; hence Chriſt is ſaid to be 
the head of the body, the church : and on the 
other hand, believers are ſaid to be the body 
of Chriſt b ad members one of another. And 
to mention no more; ſometimes (as in my 
text, and frequently elſe-where) it is repreſent- 
ed to us under the notion of “ Huſband and 
« Wife, Bridegroom and Bride, or the ſoul's 
« efpouſal to Chriſt, as its one and only Huſ- 
« band :** and under this notion I ſhall (God aſ- 
ſiſting) ſpeak a little of it, and but a little, no 
more than to make way for a practical deſign [ 


have in my eye, which is, to woo and allure poor | 


ſouls into an eſpouſal, or marriage-cov enant with 
this bleſſed huſband, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
That then which is before us to be treated of, 
us the Marriage or cſpouſal between Chriſt and 
believers, and the better to make way hereunto, 
you may obſerve, that there is a threefold mar- 
| riage, as relating to Chriſt and us. 

There is the perſonal marriage, and that 
is be the perſon of the Son of God, the ſe- 


cond Feen in the Trinity, and our nature 
This 
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union with Chriſt. 3 


| his i is called, Verbum Incarnatum, the incar- 


nate Word; or, as the Evangeli/t expreſſes it, 
the TFord note * fleſh, John i. 14. this we gene- 
rally call the hypoſtatical union. 


2. There is the myſtical marriage; and that 
is between the perſon of Chriſt, God man, and the 


perſon of the believer, as militant here on earth ; 


whole Chriſt, and the whole believer being made 


one: this the apoſtle calls a being joined to the 
Lord, and being one ſpirit with him, 1 Cor. vi. 


17. and this we uſually call the ſpiritual union. 
There is the heavenly marriage; and that 

is between Chritt and the church triumphant 

above; which indeed is the conſummation of 


the two former : and this I would call the glo- 
_ rious union; and what that is I cannot tell, but 


do hope am going to ſce.----In the firſt of theſe 
lies the foundation of all our happineſs; by the 


ſecond we are brought into an initial participa- 


D 


tion of it; 7 the third, we ate put into the full 
poſſeſſion and enjoyment thereof for ever. Now 
it is neither the firſt, nor the laſt, but ſecond 


of theſe, that the apple here ſpeaks of, when 


he ſaith, I have eſpouſed you to one huſband, even 
40 C brift: which accordingly I ſhall make the 
ſubje& of my enſuing diſcourſe ; which, as alſo 
the ſum of the apoſtle's intendment, you may 
take in this ſhort poſition, viz. 
« That there is a bleſſed eſpouſal, or mar- 
« rjage relation between Chriſt and belie- 
vers; or, that believers are married or 
«« eſpouſed to Chriſt, as their only huſband, 
1 have eſpouſed you, ſays the apoſtle, to one 
huſband : not to many, but to one; and who 
is that? why, Chriſt God-man : fo the next words 


ne; I have e you to one buſhand, that 
3 


by | 1 


— —— 


— — 


a 1 — . ˙ 7 PI — — 


4 The Souls eſpouſal, or 


I may preſent you as a chaſte virgin to Chriſt, 
The ſame is alſo held forth in other ſcriptures, 
John iii. 29. He that hath the bride is the bride- 


groom, ſaith John Baptiſt concerning Chriſt and 


his church: and again, Rev. xxi. 9g. Come hither, 


ſays the Angel to John, and I will hew thee the 


bride, the Lamb's wife : that is, the church, which 
1s the wife and ſpoute of Chriſt; but I forbear. 


What this eſpouſal or marriage relation be- N 
tween Chriſt and believers is; as alſo how eit is“ 


made up and accompliſhed, are the principal 
things to be inquired into, for the clearing of 
what lies before us ; which therefore I ſhall ad- 
dreſs myſelf unto. N | 


: CHAP. II. 5 
The eſpouſal, or marriage-relation between 

Chriſt and believers opened, and the import 

thereof laid down in five things, 


I UT what is this eſpouſal or marriage-rela- 


D tion between Chriſt and believers? the apo- 


ſtle ſpeaking of it, calls it a great my/tery, this 
(faith he) 75s a great myſtery ; but I ſpeak concern- 
ing Chriſt, and his Church, Epheſ. v. 32. I ſpeak 
ef that ſpiritual marriage that is between Chriſt 
and his people ; which indeed is a great myſtery, 
that is, an hidden ſecret thing; a thing hid from 


human reaſon, and not to be underſtood but by 


divine revelation, and the light of the Holy Spi— 
rit. So far as we apprehend it, you may take this 
ſhort account in general of it : It is that ſpiritual 
conjunction or relation that is between Chriſt and 
believers, between the perſon of Chriſt and the 
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perſon of believers, ariſing from his inhabitation 
in them by his ſpirit, and their cloſing with him 
by faith. Much might be ſaid for the opening of 
this general concluſion ; but I ſhall wave it, and 


give you the true nature of the thing under 


conſideration, more particularly as carrying theſe 
five things in it, viz. 
J. Free and cordial donation. 
II. Near and intimate union. 
III. Sweet and laſting communion. 
IV. Strong and ardent affection. 
V. Mutual reſt and complacency for ever. 


I. This eſpouſal or marriage-relation between 
Chriſt and believers, carries in it free and cor- 
dial donation ; a giving of themſelves each to 
other. In marriages or eſpouſals, the parties give 
themſelves each to other; the huſband gives him- 
ſelf unto the wife, and the wife, by way of return, 
gives herſelf unto the huſband ; they conſent to 
take each other in that relation, and accordingly 
do give up themſelves each to other: ſo in the 


ſpiritual eſpouſal, or marriage relation between 


Chriſt and his people, there 1s a giving of them- 
ſelves each to other; they conſent to take each 


bother, and accordingly do give up themſelves. 
each to other.----Chrift, on the one hand, gives 
himſelf unto the ſoul : I will be thine, ſays he 


to the ſoul; thine to love thee, thine to ſave 
thee, thine to make thee happy in me, and with 


me: I, with all my riches and tzeaſures, will 


be fully and for ever thine, I will be for thee; 
that is the language of his eſpouſing love unto 
the ſoul, He}. 11. 3. and oh how ſweet is this 
language ! what can Chriſt give to poor ſouls like 


E himſelf? and giving himſelf, he gives the beſt gift 
; ; B 3 that 
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that either heaven or earth affords: in giving 


himſelf, he gives life, he gives peace, he gives 


grace, he gives righteouſneſs, he gives the fa- 


vour of God, he gives heaven, he gives all. Oh 
ſweet gift !---- On the other hand, "the ſoul, by 


way of return, gives herſelf to Chriſt : I will be 
thine, ſays the foul to Chriſt, J will be for thee, 
and not for another: hence it is ſaid, they gave 
_ themſelves to the Lord, 2 Cor. viii. 5. they frecly 


and willingly yielded up themſelves to Chiiſt, to 


be his, and his for ever: Sweet Jeſus, ſuch as I 


am, and have, I give to thee. I am a poor, a 


ſorry gift (ſays the ſoul) infinitely unworthy of 


thine acceptance; my beſt is too bad, my all is 
too little for thee : but ſeeing it is thy pleaſure to 


call for, and accept of, ſuch a gift at my hands, A 


I do with my whole ſoul give up myſelf, my 
ſtrength, my time, my talents, my all for ever 


to thee. And though, the truth is, this be a 


ſorry gift, yet you little think how pleafing, 


how grateful it is to Chriſt, and what a value b 


he puts upon it. You bave the whole of this 


owned and afferted by the ſpouſe, Cant. ii. 16, 
My beloved is mine, and I am his. 


II. This eſpouſal, or marriage-relation between 
Chriſt and believers, carries in it near and inti— 


mate union. In marriage there is a very near 


union and conjunction between the parties ; as 


they give up themſelves each to other, ſo they be- 


come one each with other ; they are no more twain, 
but one fleſh, Matt. xix. 6. ſo in this eſpouſal, 
or marriage relation between Chriſt and belie- 


vers, there is a very near union and conjunction 
between them; they two are made one; and 


thus the apoſtle ſets forth the marriage between 


Choi and them, Epheſ. v. 31, 32. For this 


cauſe 


union with Chriſt, 7 


N eauſe ſhall a man leave father and mother, and 


Hall be joined with his wife, and they two ſhall if 

bio one fleſh. This is a great myſtery; but I ſpeak = 

concerning Chrift and the Church, that is, I ſpeak Bl 

of the marriage-relation which is between Chriſt Li 

and the Church, which conſiſts in union: hence A 1 

„dd believers are ſaid 1 be joined to the Lord, and Fi 

: to be one ſpirit with him, 1 Cor. vi. 17. So that 1 

; eſpouſing to Chriſt, and being joined to Chriſt, 

) are all one, The truth is, herein lies the very 

[ ſoul and ſubſtance of this ſpiritual marriage, viz. 

1 in a ſpiritual union between Chriſt and the belie- 

S ver : though Chriſt and the ſou] were two be- 

; fore, two that were ſtrangers each to other, yet 

) in this marriage or eſpouſal they become one, and 

. ſo one, as that all the world can never make them 

' two again, never diſſolve this union. By thrs uſual, 

R but of all others maſt pleaſant metaphor of a bride- 1 

1 groom and bride (as a learned man hath obſerved) 1 

: 1s expreſſed and ſet forth the ſpiritual union that 1 

e ij between Chriſt and the Church, Chrift and every i 

8 Holy foul. And this union is a full union, an 1 

5 union between the whole perſon of Chriſt, and iN 
the whole perſon of the believer ; the whole perſon If 

1 F of Chriſt is united unto the believer, and the 1 1 

- © whole perſon of the believer is united to Chriſt, $i 

r Neither is our ſoul alone (ſaith a learned man) 41 

s | Joined with the foul of Chriſt alone; nor is our TI 

Hieb alone joined with the fleſh of Chriſt alone; but If ö 

„ the whole perſon of every believer is truly joined "3 

„ | with the whole perſon of Chriſt. os 1 

_— 1. On the one hand, the whole perſon of 7 

n | Chriſt is united to the believer ; the believer's uni- 

d on with Chriſt is neither with the divine nor hu- 

n man nature conſidered apart; but it is with the 

is I whole perſon conſiſting of both natures; and in- 


deed. 


8 The Souls efpouſal, or 


deed elſe they could not be ſaid to be united to 


Chriſt, for neither of the natures, conſidered 


apart, is Chriſt : we cannot ſay, that the divine 
nature is Chriſt, or that the human nature is 


_ Chriſt ; but Chriſt is both the divine and hu- 
Chrift 


man nature, God-man, in one perſon. 
(ſaith a learned man) 7s not a name of either na- 
ture, but of the perſon conſiſting of both natures, 


together with his office. Beſides, were we united 


only to one nature, and not to the whole perſon 
of Chriſt, what would our union avail us ? 
ſurely it would be vain and ineffectual. Were 


we united to the human nature only, and not 


to the divine, then to be ſure our union muſt 
be ineffectual; for Chriſt himſelf tell us, that 
it is the ſpirit which quickneth, the fleſh profiteth 
nothing, John vi. 63. "That is, (as judicious 
interpreters expound it) the fleſh, or human 


nature of Chriſt, conſidered alone and without 


the influence of the divine, availeth nothing to 
ſouls as to their ſpiritual or eternal good : nor 


indeed can the human nature of Chriſt, withour 
the divine, give grace, or any ſpiritual good 
thing. On the other hand, were we united to 
the divine nature alone, and not to the human, 


then our union would be as ineffectual: for how 
full ſoever the divine nature is of grace and 
liſe in itſelf, yet nothing can thence be derived 
and communicated to us, but by and through 
the humanity : and indeed, as the humanity pro- 
fiteth nothing without the divinity ; ſo I may 
ſay, the divinity will profit us nothing without 


the humanity. Hence it is, that Chriſt ſo often 
ſpeaks of eating his fleſh, and drinking his blood; 
and withal aſſerts the neceſſity thereof in order to 
life and happineſs by him. 7ehn vi. 53, 540 $5: 
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FE: union with Chriſt, -:9 
What doth eating his fleſh and drinking his blood 
ſignify, but an union with his humanity ? and 
therefore in verſe 56. he addeth, he that eateth 
* | my fleſh, and drinketh my bloed, dwelleth in me, 
and in bim; which is an expreſſion of union; 
and without this, we have, we can have, no life, 
no grace from him. In a word, as the humanity 
hath nothing to give or communicate to us, no 
life, no grace, no ſpiritual bleſſing without the 
divinity ; fo the divinity is incommunicable to 
us without the humanity ; and therefore were 
our union with the one only without the other, 
it muſt needs be ineffectual. I will cloſe this with 
the ſaying of an eminent divine. A/though all 
life, all ſalvation floweth from the at of the 
Deity that is in Chriſt, yet notwithſtanding it is 
not communicated to us but in the fleſh, and by the 
| fleſh of Chrift. For the Deity is as the fountain 
' whence all good things flow, life and ſalvation ; 
but the fleſh, or humanity, is as the channel, by 
which all theſe goed things, and all gifts and graces 
| are derived unto us; therefore unleſs a man ap- 
| prehendeth this channel and be united to it, he can- 
wot poſſibly be made a partaker of theſe waters 
which do flow from this fountain. | 
2. On the other hand, the whole perſon of 
the believer is united to Chriſt, not his ſoul only 
without his body, nor yet his body only without 
bis ſoul, but his whole perſon conſiſting of both 
ſoul and body in conjunction: as Chriſt is the 
ſaviour, ſo he is the head of the whole perſon of 
- every believer, for he ſaves none but thoſe whom 
le is a head unto : and as Chriſt is the head of, 
| ſo hie muſt have union with, the whole perſon of 
every believer ; for his being an head implies 
union, and that union muſt extend as far as his 
1 a4 5 head- 
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10 The Soul's eſpouſal, or 
headſhip doth, even to the whole perſon : In ſhort, 
the believer's ſoul is united to Chriſt, therefore 
faith the ape/?le, 1 Cor. vi. 17. he that is joined 
to the Lord, is one ſpirit ; and the believer's body 
is united to Chriſt, and therefore the bodies of 
believers are ſaid to be members of Chri/t, 1 Cor, 
vi. 15. Thus this union is a full union: and 
as it is full, ſo it is a very near union. Next to 
thoſe two great unions, the eſſential union, the 
union of the three perſons in one and the ſame 


divine eſſence, and the perſonal union, the uni- 


on of the two natures, divine and human, in 
the perſon of Chriſt ; this is the neareſt union. 
Hence it is expreſſed, ſometimes by their being 
in each other, John xiv. 20. Ye fhall know, 


that I am in the Father, and ye in me, and | | 


in you + ſometimes by their dwelling in each 
other; John vi. 56. He that eateth my fleſh, 
and drinketh my blazed, dwelleth in me, and I in 
him, And what can be nearer, than to be and 
dwell in each other ? It is a nearer union than 
that between the huſhand and the wife, for 
that union may be broken, and is at laſt, but 
this never is, never can be broken, as in itz 
place will be ſhewn. 
III. This eſpouſal, or marriage-relation be- 
tween Chriſt and believers, carries in it full and 
laſting communion: in marriage-relations there 
is a full and free communion between the par— 
ties, both in what they are, and what they have: 
the huſband admits the wife into a participation 
in all he is and hath; on the other hand, he com- 
municates with her in all ſhe is and hath ; and 
indeed union is in order to communion. So here, 
in the eſpouſal, or marriage-relation between 
Chriſt and believers, there is a full and free com- 
munion 


munic 
On th 
unto 1 
ſhip a 
and fi 
neſs | 


* 


** 
YO ROOT * 
„ 
23 Fr 


. 
1 
Ee AE 
AR. 2 We 5, 


= 22 * at of 
l 3 1 = 
ANY Er IEC Sed 
28 Ee > * 


GGG 
r 
7 £44 . N 5 855 * PR 


8 
D 
e 


© 


. 


| union with Cbriſt. 11 
munion between them in all they are and have, 


On the one hand, Chriſt communicates himſelf 
unto the believer, he admits him into a fellow- 
ſhip and participation with him in all his riches 
and fulneſs; hence is that Jon i. 16. of his ful- 
neſs have we all received, and that grace for 
grace, Verſe 14, he is ſaid to be ** of grace : 
and what grace is that? Why, all grace, per- 
ſonal grace, purchaſed grace, grace of privilege, 
and grace of influence: and here it is ſaid, that 
ef his fulneſs have all we received; not ſome 
only, but all, great and ſmall, have recei vad, and 
that not in a low, poor, ſcanty meaſure only, 
but in great abundance ; therefore it is added, 
and grace for grace; or grace upon grace, heaps 
ol grace, grace in a plentiful manner, all grace 
need jful for the ſoul, righteouſneſs, remiſſion of 
h, ſins, ſanctification, renovation of the ſpirit, and 
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* believers are capable of, it is all theirs, and they 
all hold communion with him therein: his beauty 
is theirs; and how black and deformed ſoever 


comely in him : hence ſaith the ſpouſe, 7 am 
black but comely, Cant. i. 5. that is, black in my 


E comely by the redeemer's grace; comely through 
be comelineſs which he puts upon me, Ezek. xvi. 
14. His righteouſneſs is theirs z and how guilty 


5 yet in him they are righteous, and do ſtand per- 
fectly righteous in the ſight of God: hence his 


Jer. xxiii. 6. and they are ſaid to be made the 
righteouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. His 
privileges and dignities are theirs; and how vile 


the like. Look, whatever Chriſt is, or hath, which 


they are in themſelves, yet they are fair and 


ſelf, but comely in Chriſt; black by nature, but 


aud unrighteous ſoever they are in themſelves, 


name is ſaid to be the Lord our righteouſneſs, 


and 


he a ſon ? ſo are they through him: to as many 


have given them. Joh. xvii. 22. Yea all his di- |” 
fect ſoever they are in themſelves, they are per- 


fect and compleat in him, and in his fulneſs, Col. 


changeably, and not typically only, as in the 5 


| pleat in bim, q. d. You are poor and empty“ 


12 The Soul's efpouſal, or 
and baſe ſoever they are in themſelves ; yet in 
him they are highly dignified and advanced. ls 


as received him, to them gave he power to become 
the ſons of God, to as many as believed in his name, 
John i. 12. Is he an heir, an heir of God? fo 
arc they, they are heirs, yea, co-heirs with him 
of God, Rom. viii. 17. Is he beloved by the Fa- 
ther, and that with a choice and ſingular love?!“ 
ſo are they; they are beloved in him, Epheſ. | | 
1. 6. yea, they are beloved with the fame love |? 
wherewith he is beloved by the Father, John xvii. | * 
23. Is he a king? ſo are they, he hath made them, 
and doth make them all kings, and they do, and“ 
ſhall reign with him for ever, Rev. i. 6. Is he 
in heaven, in poſſeſſion of happineſs and glory?“ 
ſo are they: hence they are ſaid to fit toge- |? 
ther with him in heavenly places, Epheſ. ii. DU. x 
W hat ſhall I ſay ? his gloty is theirs : the glory © 
which thou gaveſt me (faith he to his Father) 1 7 


vine fulneis is theirs ; and how empty and imper- 


ii. 9,10. In him dwelleth all the fulneſs of the Gol. 
head bodily ; bodily, that is, truly, perfectly, un-“ 


temple of old. All the fulneſs and perfection ct 2 
the Godhead dwelleth truly and perfectly in him: 
and what then? why it follows, and ye are com- |= 


things in yourſelves, but your head and huſband F* 
hath all the fulneſs of the Godhead in him, and; 
it is always in him; for it dwelleth in him; 
and it is all yours, and you do communicate with 
him in all, ſo far as you are capable of it, to com- 
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pleat you both in grace and glory. Thus Chriſt 


communicates himſelf unto the believer, and 


admits him into a participation with him in all 
he is and hath. _ 


On the other hand, Chriſt partakes and holds 
communion with believers in all they are and 
have: and what is their all? truly a poor all; in 


and of themſelves they have nothing but ſins and 


ſorrows, guilt and afflictions. Indeed in marrying 
of them he gives them gifts, graces, comforts, 
and the like: and having given them theſe, he 


holds communion with them in all: their gifts 


and graces, their joys and comforts, are his: but, I 
ſay, in and of themſelves they have nothing but 


ſorrows and fins, and he in a ſort holdeth com- 
munion with them in both: he holds communion 


with them in their ſorrows ; hence it is ſaid, that 
in all their affliftions he is afflicted, Iſai. Ixiii. g. 
He looks upon their ſorrows as his, and their 


ſufferings as bis. I was an hungry, and ye gave 


me no meat ; I was thirſty, naked, impriſoned, &c. 
Mat. xxVv. 35. 39. And often (you know) in 
ſcripture, their ſufferings and aMictions are called 
the ſufferings and afflictions of Chriſt : and why 
the ſufferings and afllitions of Chriſt ? not only 


becauſe for the moſt part they ſuffer for his ſake; 
but alſo becauſe he ſuffers and is aMicted in them, 


and with them: he communicates with them in 
their afflictions: and, as in their ſorrows, ſo alſo 
in ſome ſort in their ſins too: hence he calls their 


ſins as well as their afflictions, his. Mine iniqui- 


ties have taken hold upon me, Pſal, xl. 12. which 


= Luther, and others, underſtand of Chriſt ſpeak - 
ing of our ſins, and calling them his: not, my 


beloved, that he doth admit of any the leaſt 
{tain or tincture of ſinful defilement upon himſelf, 
ns C but 


14 The Soul's efpouſal, or 
but he ſo looks upon our fins as his, as to take 
them off from us, and looks upon himſelf re- 


ſponſable to the Father's juſtice for them: ſo he 


was ſaid to be made ſin for us. 2 Cor. v. 21. O 
what grace is here |! I cloſe this head with a great 
and ſweet ſaying, which I have read in one of 
the ancients, ſuitable to this purpoſe. The like 


«© ſweet names are not to be found, by which 


ce the ſweet affections of Chriſt and the Soul are 


"0 expreſſed each to other, as thoſe of the bride- 


« groom and the bride ; for why, all things are 
« common with them, nothing proper, having 


nothing ſeparate and apart each from other; 


ce they have both one inheritance, one houſe, 
© one table, one marriage- bed, alſo one fleſh : 
the ſum is, they communicate with each other 
in all they are and have. 

IV. This efpouial, or marriage- -relation be- 
tween Chriſt and believers, carries in it ſtrong and 


Cs alan 4 In a marriage-relation there is 


the deareſt, ſtrongeſt, and moſt intimate affec- 
tion that is to be ee among the children of 
men: it is a relation made up of love: love is 


not only a concomitant of marriage, but it is 


even a part of it, and is efſential to it; in mar- 
riages, hearts muſt be joined as well as hands, or 
they are not right: ſo here in this ſpiritual eſpou- 


al or marriage-relation between Chriſt and be- 
lievers, there is a very dear and intimate affec- 


tion each to other; their hearts are indeed knit, 


and do intimately cleave to one another: the ſaints | 


(iays one) are called the ſpouſe of Chriſt, propter 
amoris magnitudinem; becauſe of that great and 
unparallel'd love that is between them. And it is 
a ſweet ſaying, which I have read in one of the 
ancients to this purpoſe, * Chriſt (/s he) calls 


& himſelf 
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4 himſelf our bridegroom, that he might inſi- 


«© nuate the greatneſs of his love to us, which 
& decays not with time; and he calls us his 


<6 ſpouſe, not his wife; noting, that our love to him 


ſhould be always new, always lively and vigorous. 
The truth is, no love like that between Chriſt 
and his ſpouſe ; Chriſt lovesand eſpouſes, and the 
Soul loves and is eſpouſed , and both being eſpou- 


| fed, do love for ever; and fo this relation is both 


founded in love, and perfected in love; it is both 
made up and managed with love on all hands; 
Chriſt ſets his love upon the Soul, and in that 
love eſpouſes her to himſelf ; and having in this 
love of his eſpouſed her to himſelf, then ſhe loves 


him as his ſpouſe ; often in the book of Canticles 
his ſpouſe is called his love; as alſo he on the 


other hand is called her beloved : and what doth 
this note, but that the whole relation conliſts 
mainly in love, and that they are moſt dearly and 


intimately beloved by each other? Chriſt having 
eſpouſed the ſoul to himſelf, now his love runs 
out in full ſtreams towards her; he loves her a- 


bove all the reſt of the crearures, in ſome re- 
ſpects above the Angels themſelves, as ſtanding 


in a nearer relation to him than they do. On 


the other hand, the ſoul's love is drawn out to 


Chriſt, and loving him ſhe is eſpouſed to him, 


and being eſpouſed to him, ſhe loves him yet 


more; now Chri/t is laid between her breaſts, in 
her moſt intimate affections, he has the throne 


in her heart, Cant. i. 13. yea, the ſoul by degrees 
comes to be /ick of love to him, as you have it 


Cant. ii. 5. ſtay me with flagens (ſays ſhe) com- 
fort me with apples, for Tam ſicꝶ of love ; to whom? 


to Chriſt : and truly this (as one of the ancients 


hath obſerved) is a fweet ſickneſs, a bleſſed languor, 
| 2 a 
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a pleaſant love: and this love between Chriſt and 


i un ſpouſe is a chaſte love, a Virgin love, a love 


that is pitched upon the perſon of each other; 
Chriſt loves the perſon of the believer, and the 
believer loves the perſon of Chriſt. Of which 
more in its place, 

V. This eſpouſal or marriage- ie REY 


_ Chriſt and believers, carries in it a mutual reſt 


and complacency for ever. In a marriage-rela- 
tion, there is great delight and complacency the 


parties have or ſhould have each in other, eſpe- 
_ cially in the day of eſpouſals. You know how 


Solomon ſyeaks, Rejoice with the toife of thy youth: 
let her be as the loving hind and pleaſant roe : let 


Her breaſts ſatisfy thee at all times, and be thuu 
raviſbed always with her love, Prov. v. 18, 19. 


all noting that joy, reſt, and complacency which 
that relation carries in it, and the parties have in 
each other; and we read (you know) of the joy 
of the bridegroom, as the higheſt and pureſt that 
is found among the ſons of men: So in this ſpi- 
ritual eſpouſal between Chriſt and believers, there 
is a mutual reſt and complacency which they have 


in each other: They are, as it were, the reſt, 


the joy, the ſatisfaction of each other; the ſo- 
lace of each others ſouls. On the one hand, Chriſt 
Teſts and rejoices in the believer, as one would 
do in the wife of his youth: this his ſpouſe is to 


him, as loving hind, and pleaſant roe, and he 


lives joyfully with her: hence ſhe is called his 
delight, and that as being married to him: 

thou ſhalt be called Heybzibath (ſays he to her) 
for the Lord delighteth in thee, thou ſhalt be the 


joy and delight of my ſoul, J. Ixii. 4. And 


again, as a young man marrieth a virgin, ſo ſhall 
15 fen marry thee ; and a as the bridegroom rejoicet 
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ever the bride, ſo ſhall thy God rejsice over thee, 
verſ, 5. Ihe ſum of all which amounts to this, 


that Chriſt marrying his people to himſelf, delights 


in them, and rejoices over them, and that with 
the higheſt and pureſt delight and complacency 


of all others, a delight and | complacency ſuitable 


to the relation: the truth is, he ſpeaks as if all 
his delight were in them, as if he had forgotten 

to delight in the Angels, or in any of the works 
of his hands, but in them alone. 47y goodnejs 
(ſays he to the Father) extendeth not to thee, but 
to the Saints, in whom is all my delight, Pſal. xvi. 
2. Yea, he declares himſelf raviſhed with them, 


as his ſpouſe; Cant. iv. 9. Thou haſt ravijhed 


my heart, my ſiſter, my ſpouſe; thou haſt raviſh- 


ed my heart : and he ſpeaks as one ravithed in- 
deed, Cant. vii. 6. How fair and pleaſant art 
thou, O love, for delight ! and Chap. vi. ver. 5. 


acknowledges himſelf captivated by her, turn a- 


way thine eyes from me, for they have overcome me: 

yea, he has declared them to be his reſt, Pal. 

CXXXil. 14. This is my reſt for ever (ſays he) 
here will I dwell for I have defired it it is ſpo- 
ken of Zien, as a type of the church, and ſpouſe 
of Chriſt, and his reſt in her; and indeed they 
are his reſt, his ſoul is at reſt in them, in them 
is his higheſt j joy: hence that ſweet word, Zeh. 
1.17. The Lord thy God in the mid/t of thee is 
mighty; he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will 
reſt in his love upon thee, he will joy over thee 


with ſinging; as much as to ſay, his Whale reſt, 


ſolace, and delight ſhall be in thee. On the 
other hand, the believer reſts and rejoices in 
Chriſt, as in his head and huſband: 7 /Jat down. 


under his Jhadow (ſays the ſpouſe) w:th great de- 
lle, Can, ii. 3. She did requiefcere (as 016 


cxprefle 8 


18 The Soul's eſpouſal, or 

_ expreſſes it) ſweetly reſt, and repoſe her foul in 
him : her ſoul was at reſt, and filled with delight, 
great delight, ſhe had great ſpringings. of joy 


within her, and all this in Chriſt her bridegroom; 
in his perſon,in his merits, in his preſence, in his 
protection, in the fruits of his grace and love: 
and therefore it follows, and his fruit was ſweet 
to my taſte; as if ſhe ſhould ſay, O with what 
joy, what ſolace, what delight and ſatisfaction 
of ſoul did I converſe with him, and feed upon 


him! Thus in theſe eſpouſals there is a mutual de- 


light and ſatisfaction between Chriſt and belie- 
vers: and O how ſweet is this! this makes this 
eſpouſal to reliſh ſtrongly of Heaven, and to ſet 


the ſoul down even at the gate thereof. Thus 
have ſhewn you what this eſpouſal, or marriage - 


relation between Chriſt and believers is. 


BL 7 on. 
In which the way and means of the accompliſh- 
ment of this eſpouſal or marriage-relation 
| between Chriſt and believers, is enquired 


into, and a general account thereof given. 


| Aving ſeen ſomewhat of the nature of the 
11 eſpouſal or marriage-relation between Chriſt 


and believers, the next thing to be enquired into 


is, how this eſpouſal or relation is made up and 


accompliſhed : to be ſure naturally we are all 


itrangers to it, and unacquainted with it, being 


(as the Apo/tle ſpeaks) without God and Chriſt, 


that is, without union with him, or any ſpiritual 
relation to him, Epheſ. ii. 12. But how, then, and 


12 vchat way is it brought about? In general, it is ö 
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: union with Chriſt. 19 
from divine grace, the grace of God in Jeſus 
Chriſt acting and laying out itſelf for us and up- 


on us: and it is from divine grace two ways; or 


as that grace carries a double oppoſition with it, 
Firſt, as it ſtands in oppoſition to any thing of 
worth or deſervings in us; and fo it flows from the 
riches of divine grace as its only ſpring and foun- 


tain: and, ſecondly, as that grace ſtands in oppoſi- 


tion to any thing of power or ability in us; and ſo 
it is effected by the power of divine grace as its 


principle and efficient: accordingly take this 
general in theſe two propoſitions: 5 


I. This eſpouſal or marriage- relation between 


Chriſt and believers, flows from the riches of 
divine grace, as its only fpring and fountain - 
that any of the ſons of men are married and e- 
ipouſed to Chriſt, is not from any thing of worth 
or deſervings in them, but purely and entirely 


from free grace and love dwelling and working 


in the heart of God and Chriſt towards them; 


and this account the ſcripture gives us of it, Jer. 


xXxXxi. 3. I have loved thee with an everlaſting 
love; therefore with loving kindneſs have I drawn 
thee : as if he ſhould fay, I have drawn thee out 


of thy ſins, out of thy unbelief, out of thy 


carnal reſts and refuges, and ] have drawn 


thee to myſelf, into union and communion 
with myſelf, into a marriage-covenant and re- 
lation with myſelf; and all this from mine own 


frce love, that love, that kindneſs, that has been 


11 my heart towards thee from everlaſting: ſo 


again, Hof. ii. 19. I will betroth thee unto nf bod 


ever; yea, I will betrath thee unto me in righte- 


euſneſs, and in judgment, and in loving kindneſs, 
and in mercies. Mark, it is mercy and loving kind- 


nel:, which eſpouſes ſouls to Chriſt, God (ſays 


One 


20 The Soul's eſpouſal, or 


one upon this place) e/pouſes us to Chrift, induced 
thereunto by no merits of ours, but by his own good- 
neſs and mercy. And indeed, my beloved, what 
have we, or what have any of the ſons of men, 
that ſhould ſpeak the one or the other worthy of 
a conjugal relation to Chriſt, or that ſhould in- 
vite and induce him to take us into ſuch a re- 
lation to himſelf? have we birth or parentage to 
induce him? no alas! as to our ſtate, we are all of 
the brood of Hell, and thence, as ſinners, we 
all have our deſcent and original, Fohn vii. 
44. Have we beauty and amiableneſs? no, for 
we are all black and deformed in ourſelves, we 
have the ſpirit of the devil in us, and the image 
of the devil upon us: we are blind, and deaf, 
and dumb, and lame, and crooked: ſo the ſcrip- 
ture ſpeaks of us in our natural ſtate. We are 
all in our blood and gore; caſt out into the open 
field, to the loathing of our perſons, Ezek. Xvi. 5, 6. 
And as their caſe is repreſented, Ia. xvi. ſuch is 
ours ſpiritually, even from the ſole of the foot, to the 
crown of the head, there is no 2 Us; 
nothing but wounds, and bruiſes, and putrifying 
ſores in a word, we are all ſin, and have no- 
thing but fin. Know, O ſpouſe of Chriſt (ſays one 
of the ancients) that thou haſt nothing of thy 


ſelf but fins: as for all thy good things, they are 


the grace of thy bridegroom to thee, te whom 
therefore give the glory of it. I ſay, we have nothing 
but ſins, and is there any beauty, any comeli neſs 


in that to attract an Holy Jeſus? ſurely no. 
Have we riches and treaſures? no; for indeed 


we are poor, and miſerabla, and blind, and naked, 
Rev. ili. 17. Treaſures, it is true, we have, but 
they are black ones; treaſures of ſin and wicked- 
neſs, treaſures of guilt and wrath, which ſurely 

| | | can- 


SI OS: 8 


ment in God's hand for your eſpouſing to Chriſt : 
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cannot render us worthy, but moſt unworthy of 
ſuch a relation. Have we wiſdom and parts to 
invite him? no: we are altogether brutiſh and 


fooliſb, Jer. x. 8. Wiſe we are, but it is to do evil; 
to do good we have no knowledge, Jer. iv. 22. 
Have we love and kindneſs in us towards him, 
good- nature? no; for naturally we love him 


not; yea we hate him, and are enemies to him, 


Lukexix.14. We hate both him and the Father, 
as he charged the Jews of old; yea, we are en- 
mity itſelf to him, Rom. viii. 7. We are ene- 


mies to his perſon, to his croſs, to his kingdom, 


to his grace, to his righteouſneſs, to his ways, 
and to all acquaintance and communion with 
him. Thus we have nothing to induce him to 
take us into ſuch a relation; at the beſt, we are 
but poor worms, whoſe foundation is in the duft : 
and what can it be, but free and rich grace in 


5 Chriſt to marry and eſpouſe ſuch unto himſelf? 


II. This eſpouſal or marriage - relation between 


Chriſt and believers, is wrought and effected by 


the power of divine grace, as its principle and ef- 
ficient: when ſouls are married and eſpouſed 
to Chriſt, it is not done by any power or ability 
of their own, nor yet by the power and efficacy 
of means and inſtruments, but it is purely from the 


5 power and efficacy of divine grace: indeed, God 


makes uſe of means and inſtruments, he makes 
uſe of the Goſpel, the two Sacraments, and Goſ- 
pel-miniſters for the eſpouſing of ſinners to his 
Son, and theſe are the only ordinary way and 


means whereby he doth it; therefore ſays the 


Apoſtle in my Text, I have eſpouſed you to one 


buſtand ; that is, I by my ny: I by preach- 


ing the everlaſting Goſpel, have been an inſtru- 


but 
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22 The Soul's eſpouſal, or 

but though God thus makes uſe of means and 
inſtruments in this work, yet ſtill the work itſelf 
is from pure grace, and to grace doth Chriſt at- 
tribute it, excluding all other power but this as 
ſufhcient hereunto, John vi. 44. No man can come 
to me, or believe in me, cloſe with me in a mar- 
riage-covenant, except the Father which hath ſent 
 me,draw him: that is, except the power of divine 


the drawing Chriſt here ſpeaks of is comprehen- 
five of the whole buſineſs; it is the enabling of 
us to come to Chriſt, to believe on him, and 
cloſe with him as our head and huſband. It notes 
(as one obſerves) not any violent coaction or 
conſtraint, but a ſweet enlightning of the un- 
derſtanding and bowing of the will, which in it 
ſelf was averſe from, and oppoſite to God and 
Chriſt, and withal, a carrying of the ſoul to 
Chriſt, and an enabling of her to cloſe with 
him in this relation: and this Chriſt aſcribes 
wholly to the power of divine Grace: the truth 
is, in and of ourſelves we have no power or abi- 
lity for ſuch a work; we are without ſtrengtb, 
Rom. v. 6. Vea, when we are brought into 
Chriſt by the power of divine grace; yet then, 
in and of ourſelves we can do nothing; ſo Chriſt 
tells us Foh. xv. 5. Without me ye can do nothing. 
| Yea when we are brought into Chriſt, and have 
had ſome communion with him; yet we cannot 
follow after him, nor draw one tittle nearer to 
him, unleſs a freſh influence of divine grace be 
put forth upon us, enabling us thereunto; ſo 
much the ſpouſe was ſenſible of, and therefore 
prays thus, Draw me, and we will run after 
thee, Cant. i. 4. As if ſhe ſhould ſay, Lord, in 
_ myſelf I cannot ſtir one foot towards thee ; g's 


| ſpeak 


thou p 
then, 
thee: 
to Chi 
grace, 
work 
not ar 
fortliu t 
grace be put forth upon him in order hereunto: | of the 
Was p! 
the A 
von MG 
Freatun 
bordin, 
be wr. 
| the de 
| power 
might 
- Chriſt 
ble us 
© marri: 
Way fl 
| larly, 
works 
come 


them 


remot 
us an 
being 


upon 


work 


| ſelves 


ence :; 


 w Ho O77 4 


2 


1 


S ww”. 


>. 


ws OO. ind Who 4 SOD rhe 


union with Chriſt, 23 


thou put forth thy power in drawing of me, and 
then, and not till then, ſhall I come nearer to 
* thee: yea, my beloved, the eſpouſing of ſouls 
to Chriſt, is not only the act or work of divine 


grace, and the power of it; but it is the act or 


work of the mighty power of that grace; it is 
not an ordinary power that is and muſt be put 
forth therein, but even the greatneſs of the power 
of that grace, a power no leſs than that which 
| was put forth in rai/ing Chriſt from the dead: ſo 
the Apoſtle tells us, Epheſ. i. 18. 19. 20. That 
you may know (ſays he) what is the exceeding 
greatneſs of his power to us-ward who believe, ac- 
* cording to the working of his mighty power which 
be wrought in Chrift, when he raiſed him from 
the dead. So then here is power, the migthy 
power of God, the exceeding greatneſs of the 
mighty power of God, the ſame which raiſed 
Chriſt from the dead; and all put forth to ena- 
ble us to believe, and ſo to cloſe with Chriſt in a 
marriage covenant. Thus this work is every 


way from divine grace. But here more particu- 


| larly, the enquiry will be, what thoſe acts or 
f works of divine grace are, by which poor ſinners 


come to be eſpouſed to Chiiſt ? I ſhall reduce 
them to two heads; they are either, (firſt) more 


| remote, being acts of divine grace put forth for 


us and towards us; or (ſecondly) more near, 
being acts of divine grace put forth in us and 
upon us: in the firſt, the Father and Jeſus Chriſt 
work more immediately by and from them- 
ſelves: in the ſecond, they work by the influ- 
ence and miniſtry of the bleſſed Spirit: I will 
ſpeak a little of each, ER Mg 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IV. 


Wherein are contained the more reniote af 


of divine grace, put forth more imme- 
diately by the Father and Jeſus Chriſt, 
for us and towards us, in order to the 


_ accompliſhnent of the eſpouſal between | 8 


Cbriſt and us. 


FrHEHERE are ſome more remote acts of grace, 


acts of grace put forth more immediately 
by the Father and Jeſus Chriſt, for us, and to- 


wards us, in order to the making up of this eſpou- 


ſal or marriage- relation between Chriſt and us; 
and of theſe I ſhall mention five, all which do 


_ neceſſarily concur, and have their influence into 


this buſineſs, and indeed there is much of the 
myſtery of God in them: They are theſe, 


I. God the Father marries and eſpouſes our 
nature to the perſon of his Son, and thereby 
fits and prepares him to be an huſband for us; 
this God has done once for all, and the influence 
thereof concurs unto the accompliſhment of the 


eſpouſal between Chriſt and every believer. 1 


ſhall illuſtrate this unto you, from that parable, 
Matt. xxii. where we read of a king who made 
a marriage for his ſon; by which king we are 


to underſtand God the Father; and by his ſon, 


Teſus Chriſt, the eternal Son of that eternal Fa- 
ther; he who proceedeth from him by eternal 
generation. God the Father then is here ſaid to 
make a marriage for his Son: But, pray, who 
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is the ſpouſe? it is obſerved by divines, that 


the ſpouſe is not here mentioned : who or what 


then is ſhe? it is anſwered, Chriſt has a two- 


fold ſpouſe ; our nature, and the pertons of be- 
lievers: both which may be intended here, 


though the firſt chiefly and principally and fo 


by the marriage here-we are to underſtand the 
perſonal marriage, the marriage between the 
perſon of the Son of God and our nature: This 


primarily, but ſecondarily, and by conſequence, | 


the ſpiritual marriage, the marriage between 
Chriſt and believers; and we are 0 look on 
the one as laying a foundation and making way 
for the other: ſo that the whole reſolves into 


this, that God the Father hath married and 
eſpouſed our nature to the perſon of his Son in 


the hypoſtatical union, and thereby has fitted 
and prepared him to be an huſband for us, and 
made way for the marriage of our per ſons to his 
perſon in the ſpiritual union: and indeed, unleſs 


our nature had been firſt married to bim in the 


one, our perſons could never poſſibly have been 
married to him in the other; for pray obſerve, 


the glory of Chriſt conſidered as the eternal Son, 
and ſo as God, is too bright, and the diſtance 

between him and us too great for us to come 
to him, and be made one with him in a mar- 
© riage-relation : Chriſt. conſidered, in his own 
i naked glory, as God, is too bright an object 
for us to look upon, much more to have ſo near 
an union to, and communion with; one ſight 
of him thus conſidered, is enough to ſwallow 
us up, and even to overwhelm our ſpirits: we 
cannot thus ſee him and live: but now our na- 
ture being married and eſpouſed to his divine 
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perſon; that is to ſay, he having aſſumed our 


nature into union with himſelf, as the eternal 
Son, which the Evangeliſt calls his being made 
fFeſh, Joh. i. 14. and the Apoſtle, his partak- 
ing of fleſh and blood, Heb. ii. 14. hereby the 
vverwhelming brightneſs of his glory is veiled, 


and the dreadful terror of his greatneſs, together 


with the affrighting diſtance between him and 
us, is taken away: yea, hereby his glory is brought 
down (as one hath it) to our eye, to our behold- 
ing: hereby he has matvellouſly ſweetned and 
endeared himſelf to us, and made way for us 


for a free acceſs to him, and the neareſt union 


and communion with him: hence divines give 
this as one reaſon of Chriſt's incarnation, that 
he might thereby become a fit huſband for his 


people, and they might be capable of union and 


communion with him: therefore (as a learned 
man has obſerved) was the Son of God made man, 
that he might be a true, a fit bridegroom for the 


Church; and it is rightly obſerved by divines, 
that, in ſtrict propriety of ſpeech, neither the 


Father, nor the Holy Spirit, but the Son, the 
ſecond perſon in Trinity, is the Church's 
bridegroom; and they give this reaſon for it, be- 
cauſe he only was made man, he only was in- 
carnate. O had not the Son of God been in- 
carnate, had he not (as Auſtin's expreſſion 15) 


married our nature to himſelf in the womb of tht 


Virgin, none of us had ever been capable of 
ſuch a privilege, ſuch an happineſs, as a con- 
jugal- union and communion with him, That 
therefore is the firſt act of grace in this buſinels. 
II. God the Father gives Chriſt unto the ſoul, 
and the ſoul to Chriſt: he gives Chriſt + 
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union with Chriſt, 27 


head and huſband to the ſoul, and he gives the 
ſoul for a bride or ſpouſe to Chriſt. (Firſt) he 
gives Chriſt for an head and huſband to the ſoul, 


in John iv. 10. Chriſt is called the gift of God - 
and how the gift of God? two ways, (Iſt,) 


in that he gave him for us; he gave him to be 


incarnate, to ſuffer, to bleed, to die, to be 
made fin and a curſe for us; he gave him as an 
offering and a Sacrifice for us; and (2dly) in 
that he gives him alſo to us; he gives him to be 


D 
an head and huſband to us: hence it is ſaid, that 


he gave him to be head to the Church, and ſuch an 


head as has the command and diſpoſe of ail 


things; he gave him to be head over all thing, to 


the Church, Epheſ. i. 22. both in the counſel of 
his will from eternity, and alſo in the act or 
work of his grace here in time, he thus gives 
Chriſt to us: and O how richly and gloriouſly 


doth his grace ſhine forth herein! in giving 
Chriſt to us, he gives his beſt and his deareſt, 


for he has nothing better, nothing dearer to him 
than his Chriſt (as afterwards may be ſhewn.) 
(Secondly) he gives the ſoul for a bride or 


ſpouſe to Chriſt : believers, you know, are often 


ſaid to be given by the Father to Jeſus Chriſt ; 
My Father which gave them me (ſays Chriſt con- 
cerning believers) is greater than all, Joh. x. 29. 
and thine they were, and th;u gaveſt them mie, 
Joh. xvii. 6. with many other places which 


8 might be mentioned. God gives all the belie- 


vers to Chriſt to be his ſpouſe, he gives them to 


him (firſt) in the eternal purpoſe and counſel of 


his grace; in the day of everlaſting love, when 
God firſt ſet his heart upon his choſen ones, then 
gave he them to his Son, and willed their union 
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to him in a marriage-covenant; and he gives 
them to him alſo (ſecondly) in the work of vo- 


cation, which makes way for the working of 


faith in Chriſt in the ſoul. The Father, ſays he, 


hath given this ſpouſe to his Son (ſpeaking of his 


Church) and joins her to him by his Spirit. And, 


my beloved, without this act of grace put forth 


by God towards us, the match would never be 


made between Chriſt and any poor ſoul; for 


this indeed is that which brings the ſoul to 
_ Chriſt: ſo much Chriſt himſelf tells us, Fchn 


vi. 37. All that the Father giveth me, ſhall come 10 


me. Mark, it is the Father's giving us to Chriſt, 
that brings us to him; and were we not by the 


Father given to him, we ſhould never come to 
him by believing ; and if we never came to him 


by believing, there could never be a marriage- 


union and relation between him and us. 


III. Chriſt readily approves and accepts of the 
Father's gift, being willing, yea, longingly deſir- 
. ous to eſpouſe them unto himſelf, whom his 


Father gives him in order thereunto. In the 
making up of a marriage, it is not enough that 
the father gives ſuch or ſuch an one to his ſon, 
and his ſon to her; but there muſt alſo be the 
cunſcnt of the ſon; he muſt approve and accept 
of the father's gift; and ſo does Chriſt here, he 
approves and accepts of the Father's gift: the 
Father wills his taking ſuch and ſuch poor fin- 


ners to wife, and accordingly gives him to 


them, and them to him, and the will of Chriſt 


falls in with, and is conformed to the will of the 


Father herein, and ſo the match goes on: this 
you have clearly held forth, John vi. 37. All 
that the Father hath given me, cometh unto me ; 
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and him that cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe 
caſt out. Mark, here are, among others, two 
things. 1. Here is the Father's giving of poor 
ſinners to Chriſt, and therein his will and con- 
ſent that they ſhould be eſpouſed to him; that 
in theſe words, all that the Father hath given 
me. 2. Here is Chriſt's approbation and accepta- 
tion of this gift of the Father, with his will and 


conſent to eſpouſe them to himſelf ; that in thete 


words, and him that cometh unta me, 1 will in n0 
wiſe caſt out; that is, I will aſſuredly receive 
him, and accept of him; I will take him into a 


conjugal union and relation to my ſelf. Chriſt 


here plainly declares his acceptance of the Fa- 


ther's gift, giving poor ſinners to him to be his 
ſnouſes. It is a great ſaying, and ſuitable to this 


I am ſpeaking, which I have read in a great di- 


vine, The «ternal will and good pleaſure of God 


precedes (ſays he) but Chriſt the bridegroom can- 


not but will the ſame thing which the Father 
wills ; his will is conformed to the Father's, and 


therefore does he accept us as his ſpouſe. In a 


8 word, in this act of grace, Chriſt's language 


what grace IS this! 


is ſuch as this: Father, doſt thou give ſuch and 
ſuch poor ſinners to me? and is it thy will, 


that they ſhould be eſpouſed to me? Content; I 
do freely accept of them, and am willing to 


eſpouſe them to my ſelf for ever: it is true, they 
are poor worthleſs creatures, altogether unſui— 


table to my dignity and greatneſs ; but, Father, 


they are thy gift, and 1 accept of them as ſuch: 

true, there is no beauty in them that 1 ſhould 
deſire them, but they are thy gift, and I will 
marry them, and make them beautiful. And Oh 
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IV. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt not only approves 
and accepts of the Father's gift, but moreover 
he redeems them thus given to him with the 
price of his own blood; he ranſoms them from 
fin, and death, and hell, whereunto in them- 
ſelves they were all in bondage, which alſo ne- 
ceſſarily concurs to the accompliſhment of the 
eſpouſal between him and them. It is obſerved 
by ſome, that in the eaſtern countries, it was 
the mannet for men to buy their wives; and in- 
deed ſo much ſeems to be intimated in that meſ- 
jage of Saul to David, 1 Sam. xviii. 25. where, 
when he would perſuade David to marry his 
daughter, in pretence at leaſt, he ſends him 
word, that he defired not any dowry, but ſo 
and ſo: it ſeems then, that it was uſual to ex- 
pe&t a dowry. The ſame alſo appears by the 
practice of Shechem, Gen. xxxiv. 11, 12, where 
being in love with Dinah, Jacob's daughter, he 
profered to give a dowry for her; Give me 
(ſays he) but thy damſel to wife, and aſt me 
.cver ſo much dowry and gift, and I will give it 


thee. To be ſure ſo it is here, Chriſt buys all 


bis ſpouſes, and gives a vaſt gift for them; 
Chriſt indeed is in love with poor ſinners, given 
him by the Father, and deſires to marry them 
to himſelf; but he muſt buy them if he means 
to have them, and buy them he does, and at a 
dear rate; he gives a great dowry for them, 
(ven his life, his blood, his glory, and all for 
a time: hence he is ſaid to give himſelf for us, 


E pheſ. v. 25. and to purchaſe us Ly his blood, Acts 


xx. 28, Hence we are faid to be borght by him 
with a price, with a great price, a price of ineſ- 
timable value, even his own meſt precious blood, 
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union with Chriſt, 31 


1 Cor. vi. 20. The caſe lies thus; we were 
all gone into captivity, ſold under ſin and ſatan, 
in bondage to death and hell, and wrath, 


which is the condition of us all by nature; and if 
Chriſt will have us as his ſpouſe, he muſt ranſom 
and redeem us from all; which accordingly he 


does: he bleeds, he dies, he gives himſelf a ran- 


ſom for us in order to the marrying of us to him 
felf: he had indeed a mind to a ſpouſe among 


the children of men and was in love with them 
from all eternity, as he himſelf tells us, Prov. 
viii. 31. And ſo in love with them, as that he 
does in effect ſay unto the Father, as Shechem 


did to Jacob, Aſt me never ſo much dowry, and 1 


will give it, Why, my Son, ſays the Father, 


if thou wilt have them, and marry them to thy . 
ſelf, thou muſt give thy blood, thy life for 


them; thou muſt redeem them from ſin, and 
death and hell, whereunto they are in bondage; 
which cannot be done by leſs than by giving thy 
ſelf a ranſom for them: all which Chriſt aſſents 
unto, and complies with, and that with delight, 


freely giving himſelf for them. And oh what 


grace is this! oh to give ſuch a price for ſuch a 


ſpouſe! a price ſo great, for a ſpouſe ſo black 
nd unworthy; this is glorious grace indeed. | 


V. Chriſt makes love to them, tenders him- 


ſelf unto their embraces, and withal wooeth them 
for their acceptance of him, and that with the 
greateſt and moſt affeRionate importunity : how | 
much ſoever it has coſt Chriſt to redeem poor 
| ſinners, and how great a dowry ſoever he has 
given for them, yet they are unwilling to cloſe 
with him, they have no mind, no heart Chriſt- 
| ward; and ſo the match is not like to be made 
| up 
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his riches and treaſures to poor finners : 


32 The Soul's eſpouſal, or 


up unleſs ſomething further be done ; therefore 
after all, Chriſt (as one phraſes it) comes a 
wooing to them, he makes love, offering him- 
ſelf to them, aud earneſtly ſolicites them for 
their love and acceptance : he importunes them, 
and that in ſuch a way, as if he were reſolved to 


take no denial; in £Ezek. xvi. 8. we read of 


a time of love, a time (that is) of Chriſt's mak- 


ing love to ſinners lying in their blood and gore, 


And indeed, Chriſt has his times of love, times 
when he makes love, and offers himſelf with all 
when 


his language to them is, behold me, behold me, 
Iſa. Ixv. I. and 1% unto me, and be ye ſaved, 


all ye ends of the earth, Iſa. xlv. 22. Now he 
comes, and tells over the ſtories of his love to 
them, how much he has done and ſuffered for 
them, how much his defire is towards them, 
what great things he will beſtow upon them, 


and inftate them into, and all to win and allure 
them to himſelf, to gain their love and conſent 
to accept of him, and to be his in a marriage-co- 
venant. Time was when Chriſt came and did 


chis himſelf in perſon ; when he flood and cried, 


: 7 any man thirſt, let him come unto me and drink, 


ohn vii. 27. Time was, when in his own per- 
ſon he importuned poor ſinners from day to day, 
he made love to them time after time, as he did 


(vou know) to Feruſalem, Matth. xxiii. 37. For 


{ome ycars together he wooed them, and offered 


himſelf and his grace to them in his own perſon ; 


9 
and though be does not now come in perſon, 


yet as David ſent his ſervants to Abigail to con 
mune with her, and to acquaint her with his 
purpoſe and delire to take her to wife, 1 Sam. xxv. 
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union with Chriſt, 33 


* | 239. So Chriſt ſends us his ſervants, his miniſters 
| | to poor ſinners to commune with them, and to 
declare the love and purpoſes of his heart towards 
them, and to woo them for him; yea, and as 
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\ | ambaſſadors for Chriſt, we do woo poor ſouls ; 
and às in Chriſt's ſtead beſeech them to be reconciled 
„ Cod, to give up their names and ſouls to 

Chriſt in a marriage-covenant, 2 Cor. v. 20. and 


| becauſe we can prevail nothing by and of our 

> | ſelves upon the ſpirits of men in this great mat- 

| | ter, Chriſt, over and above, ſends his own bleſſed 1] 
| | Spirit to woo them, and gain upon them, making 
them willing in the day of his power, Pſ. cx. 3. And 4 
this leads me to the conſideration of thoſe other 4! 


acts of grace in this buſineſs, wherein the Father 
rand Jeſus Chriſt work by the Spirit in us and upon 
us, for the making up of the match between Chriſt. 
aud us: only, by the way, let us ſtill ſee and 
= admire the grace of Jeſus Chriſt to poor ſinners. 
O that he ſhould woo ſuch poor vile creatures 


as we are, and make love to us! ſhould you 
Ii fee a king, a great king, wooing a beggar, com- 
| | ing now himſelf in perſon; and then ſending 
> | His ſervants to her, to ſollicite and importune her- 
> | love; you would look on this to be great grace; 


but oh this is nothing to the grace of Chriſt, in 
condeſcending to woo ſuch as we are, ſinners Iy- 
ing in our blood, _ | 
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| r 

Which gives an account of thoſe (which [ 
call) more near atts of grace; which the 
Father and Feſus Chriſt by the Spirit do 
put forth in us and upon us for the ef- 
 fetiing of the eſpouſals between Chriſt and 


115. 


IVIN E grace has not yet done its work; 
no, there are other acts which it does, and 
muſt put forth, if ever the marriage be made up 
between Chriſt and us; and theſe I call more 
near, becauſe they are wrought in us and upon 
us, and do more immediately conduce to the ty- 
ing of the marriage-knot between Chriſt and 
the foul: and as in the former, the Father and 
Jeſus Chriſt wrought more immediately of and 
by themſelves: ſo in theſe the bleſſed Spirit's in- 
fluence comes in, and his grace ſhews itſelf, they 
in theſe acting by bim; and the truth is, the 
match is all this while but half made : but now 
God comes, and by his Spirit working in and up- 
on the ſoul, carries on, and completes it; which 
he does by theſe five acts of grace. i 
I. The ſoul is, by the Spirit of God, divorced 
from its old huſband, the law, and thereby 1s 
fitted and prepared for an eſpouſal to Chriſt: 
naturally we are all married to another huſband, 
even to the law, and we muſt be divorced from 
that, or we can never be married and eſpouſed 
to Chriſt , ſo much the Apo/ile clealy holds _ 
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union with Chriſt. 33 
Nom. vii. 4. Wherefore, my bretheren, ye alſo 
are become dead to the law by the body of Chriſt, 
* that ye ſhould be married to another, even to him 
who is raiſed from the dead, that we ſhould bring 
' forth fruit unto God. Pray mark, marryed to 

another ; the law then was their huſband, to 


which they were married, and that they muſt be 


dead to, and divorced from, if ever they would 
be married to Jeſus Chriſt: look, ſays he, (for 

it is his own argument and alluſion in ver. 2 
and 3.) as a woman cannot be the wife of two 
huſbands at once; but her preſent huſband muſt 
be dead before ſhe can be married to another: 
ſo neither can a ſoul be eſpouſed to theſe two 
huſbands at once, the law and Chriſt, but ſhe 
muſt be dead to, or divorced from the one, ere 
| ſhe can be married to the other: obſerve, ye are 

dead to the law ; what is it to be dead to the 
law or divorced from the law? to be dead to the 
law, is to have no hope, no expectation of life 
and righteouſneſs by the law: it is to be ſenſible, 
that the law cannot fave us; yea there is more 
in it than ſo, To be dead to the law; is to 
| ſee ourſelves dead by the law, it is to ſee our- 
| ſelves loſt and condemned by the law, for 

ſin as the transgreſſion thereof; and thus we 
muſt all be dead to the law, or divorced from 
| the law, or we cannot be married to Chriſt. 
Now this the Spirit of God effects by a work of 
| the law upon the conſcience: he divorces the 
| foul from the law by the law, i. e. by bringing 
| home the law to the conſcience : this the Apoſtle 
felt in his own ſoul, I through the law {ſays he) 


that is, the Spirit of God bringing home the law 


to my conſcience, am dead to the law, Gal. ii. 
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19. 90 again, Rom. vii, 9. I was alive without 
the law once, but when the commandment came, 
fin revived, and I died. I was alive .without 
the law once, that is, I thought myſelf to be 


alive, I apprehended my ſtate to be good and ö 


happy; but this was without the law, i. e. be- 
fore the Spirit of God, by the miniſtry of the 
law, convinced me of my ſin and miſery; there- 
fore it follows, when the commandment came 
fin revived, and I died; i. e. when the Jay 
came in its convincing power through the Spirit 
upon my foul, then 1 ſaw my ſinful, dead, and 
miſerable ſtate; thus was he himſelf divorced 
from the law, that he might be married to Chriſt: 
the ſum is this, the Spirit of God comes and 
ſhews the ſoul the ſtrictneſs and holineſs, the 
purity and ſpirituality of the law, and makes her 
ſenſidle how large the duty is that it requires; 
how impoſlible it is for her to keep it, and how 
many ways ſhe has broken it ; he withal lets he: 
ſee the dreadfulneſs of that courſe and condem- 
nation it has juſtly laid her under for the breach 
thereof; and thus ſhe is divorced from it: and 
this is all one with the Spirit's convincing us of 
fin, and our loſt and miſerable condition by rea- 
fon thereof; which is (you know) his firſt work 
in order to faith, and ſo to our eſpouſing to 
_ Chriſt, 70%. xvi. 8. Thus by the Spirit of God 
the al is divorced from the law, ſhe is taken 
off from all expectations of life and happineſs by 
that, and is made to ſee her own ſiufulneſs, and 
ſo her infinite need of Chriſt, whereby ſhe is fit 
ted for this other and better huſband. : 
IT. The ſoul being thus divorced from the 


law, and ſo fitted and 0 for Chriſt, ** 
the 


fore 
bel 


bon, 


0 I 


boo TIr7 ar = 


Son, full of grace and truth ; yea, not only does 


union with Chrift, Ps 37 


the Spirit of God reveals and offers the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt in the promiſe of the Goſpel, as a 
better huſband to her: Now the bleſſed Spirit 
comes, and does as Abraham's ſervant did, who 
was ſent to take a wife for Jaac; he told Re- 


lecca of his maſter's greatneſs, of his flocks and his 
- herds, his falver and his gold, his men-ſervants 


and his maid-ſervants, and withal, that he had 
given all to Iſaac, Gen. xxiv. 35. 36. ſo the Spi- 


Tit of God now ſets before the ſoul the riches 


and the greatneſs, the beauty and the excellency 


| ofthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt : he teils her what a full, 
what a ſweet, what a rich, what an amiable 


one he 1s, and withal, tenders him to her em- 
braces ; he reveals and ofters him to her, as one 
full of grace and truth, as one that has all fulneſs 
dwelling in him, all fulneſs of life and peace, of 
righteouſneſs aud ſalvation, as one every way 
able to ſave her to the very utmoſt, which 1s 


that which Chriſt calls his convincing the world 


of righteouſneſs, John xvi. 9. he reveals and of- 
fers him to her in the tranſcendent beauty, excel- 


| lency and amiableneſs of his perſon on the one 
* hand; as alſo inthe glorious fulneſs, largeneſs, and 


ſafficiency of his grace and righteoutneſs on the 


other hand: thus (I ſay) he reveals and offers 
Chriſt unto the ſoul, and withal, opens his glory, 
and cauſes it to ſhine forth before him ; ſo that 


now the ſoul ſees that in Chriſt, that fulneſs, 


that beauty, that love, that amiableneſs, that 
ſweetneſs, which he never ſaw before, Chriſt is 


now another thing in the ſoul's eye than ever be- 


fore he was: now the ſoul, as thoſe John i. 14. 


beho!ds his glory, as the glory of the only begotton 
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he thus reveal Chriſt unto the ſoul, but withal 
fixes the ſoul's eye upon him: he makes her to 
pore and gaze upon Chriſt, as the moſt excel- 
| lent and amiable object, and as one infinitely 
needful for her; and this is called a ſeeing of the 
Son, and that in order to believing ; whoſoever 
feeth the Son, and believeth on him, ſhall have 
everlaſting life, John vi. 40. the bleſſed Spirit 
deals by the ſoul herein, as God by the angels 
did with Hagar, Gen. xxi. 19. where it is ſaid 
be opened her eyes, and ſhe ſaw a well of water 
for her relief : ſhe was in a very diſtreſſed con- 


dition, as you may ſee ver. 15. 16. full of bit- 


terneſs, ſhe and her child both in a periſhing 
condition, being in the wilderneſs; and her wa- 
ter in the bottle being ſpent: now God ſhews 
her a well of water, whence ſhe fetches a full 
ſupply. So here, the poor ſoul having been un- 
der the convincing power of the Law, ſees her- 
ſelf in a woful, miſerable, diſtreſſed condition; 
whereupon ſhe is full of bitterneſs, crying out 


with Hagar, how ſball J ſee the child die? how 
can I bear it to periſh eternally ? but now the 


Spirit of God comes, and opens her eyes, and 

ſhews her Chriſt, and Chriſt as infinitely ſuitable 

to her: look, ſays the Spirit to the ſoul being now 

deſolate and undone, look, here is a Saviour tor 

thee, a huſband for thee, another and a better 

huſband than the law could ever have been, even 

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is infinitely able 
to pay all thy debts, to ſupply all thy wants, to 

heal all thy wounds, to relieve all thy diſtreſſes, to 
pardon all thy ſins, to ſatisfy all thy deſires, to 
anſwer all thy love, and to give thee perfect hap- 

pineſs and ſatisfaction in and with himſelf tor 
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ever: look here he is, here he is in the promiſe, 
here he is in the covenant, here he is in the ten- 


der and invitation of the Goſpel; here he is at 


the very door of thy heart, knocking and calling 


for admiſſion thereunto, Rev. iii. 22. here he is 


with his arms wide open to receive and embrace 
thee; and that notwithſtanding all thy vileneſs, 


ſinfulneſs, and unworthineſs: Look therefore to 


him, and be ſaved. 


III. With this tender and e of Chriſt 


unto the ſou], the Spirit of God comes and 
works a ſecret love and longing in the ſoul after 
Chriſt; he does not make a naked tender and 


revelation of Chriſt only to the Soul; for that 


were not enough, he withal gives her a ſecret 
touch, whereby ſhe is made to breath and long 
after Chriſt, to move a little Chriſt-ward ; he 
drops a little myrrh upon the handle of the lock, as 
it were, whereby ſhe is drawn out in holy long - 

ings and breathings after ſweet Jeſus; as you 
know the caſe ſometimes was with the ſpouſe, 


Cant, v. and this the ſcripture calls an hungering 


and thirſting after Chriſt, and has a blefledneſs 


annexed to it, Mat. v. 6. and frequently elſe- 


where. Yea ſuch is that ſecret touch, which in 
and with thoſe tenders and revelations of Chriſt, 
the Spirit of God gives the ſoul, as that (like 


; that of the Loadſtone to the Needle) it ſets 
it a trembling, and will not ſuffer it to reſt, till 


it ſtands fully pointed Chriſt-ward, yea, till it 


| finds itſelf in the very boſom and embraces of 
that beloved; it is indeed ſuch as by degrees makes 
| the ſoul ſick of love and longines after Chriſt, 
| Cant. v. 8. and ſhe cries out for Chriſt, as Rachael 
| ſometimes did for children; give me children (faid 
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ſhe) or elſe I die: ſo, give me Chriſt, ſays the 


foul, or elſe I die, F periſh, and that for ever: 
ina word, nothing but Chriſt will ſatisfy her ; 


| ſend her to the creatures, ſend her to her own 
duties and ſervices, fend her to her higheſt accom- 


pliſhments and attainments, and without Chriſt 
they will notdo ; yea all theſe ſhe accounts but as 
dung, as dogs-meat, that ſhe may win Chriſt, 


Phil. iii. 8. indeed, heaven and earth, with all 
the fulneſs of both, are nothing to her without 


Chriſt, and an union with Chriſt; her lan- 


guage now is; O Chriſt, Chriſt above ten thou- 


ſand worlds! O that Chriſt were mine | O that 
I had union with him! O that I were in his 
embraces! O how happy are they that are mar- 
ried to him ! and how happy ſhould I be, could I 


call him mine! This, I ſay, is her language, and 
when once it comes to this, then things work 
well indeed, then the matchis in a good forwards 


neſs, there being but an hair's breadth, as it 
were, between Chriſt and the ſoul. Therefore, 

IV. The ſoul being thus inclined Chriſt-ward, 
and drawn forth in holy longings after union and 
communion with him; the Spirit of God comes 


and enables her to believe, he carries the ſoul to 


Chriſt in a way of believing, whereby ſhe actu- 


ally cloſes with him, and is eſpouſed unto him: 


tor, my beloved, it is faith which ties the mar- 
riage-knot, and makes up the marriage union 
between Chriſt and us; hence Chriſt is faid to 
dell in our hearts by faith, Eph. iii. 17. Chriſt's 
dwelling in our hearts, notes the neareſt union 
and communion between him and us: and how 


comes he thus to dwell in our hearts? why, by 


faith, by our believing on him: hence alſo Chrilt 
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tells us, That he that eateth his feeſh, and drinks 


eth his blood, dwelleth in him, and he in him, John 
vi. 5b, by eating Chriſt's fleſh, and drinking his 


blood, is meant, our believing on him, and ſo 


he himſelf expounds it ; for he makes eating and 


drinking of him, and believing on him all one 


throughout that chapter: now (ſays he) he that 
eateth. my fleſh, and drinketh my blood, duwelleth 
in me, and in bim; that is, he has the neareſt 
union and communion with me: it is faith then 
(you ſee) that unites, and ſo eſpouſes us to 
Chriſt: faith gives Chriſt an inlet into the ſoul, 

and it gives the ſoul an inlet into Chriſt, and 10 


they are made one, and married together. By . 
| believing, we conſent to take Chrift, and actu- 
ally do take him for our only head and huſband | 
for ever; and ſo the match is made up between 

him and us: we by faith (ſays a learned man) 


wrought in us by the Holy Spirit, do conſent unto 
this marriage with Chrift : Chriſt, as you heard 
before, conſents thereunto; as God he conſent- 
ed hereunto from all eternity, and as man he 


_ conſents hereunto in time. For, as divines ob- 


{erve, Chriſt hath a double will, his divine and 
human: with the firſt, he conſented to this 
cſpouſal from eternity; with the ſecond he con- 
ſents hereunto in time, and never changes tjiere- 
in. Now, as Chriſt gives his conſent, ſo we 
muſt alſo give ours, which we do by believing in 
him; by which therefore the match is made u. 5 


. him and us. Now, there is a threefold 


act of faith, which the Spirit of God works in 
the ſoul, whereby the more cſpccially cloſes 


with Chriſt, and 1s eſpouſed unto him, made 
one with him! in a marriage-covenant. 


E 3 JI. An 
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I. An act of choice or election. 
II. An act of truſt or dependance. 
III. An act of reſignation or ſubjection. 


1. An act of choice or election: in the act 
or work of believing, the ſoul is by the Spirit of 


God made ſolemnly and deliberately to chuſe 
Chriſt as her only head and huſband, her Lord 


and Saviour, being thus offered to her in the 
Goſpel. Choice or election, as the ſchool - men 
tell us, is an act of the will, whereby it pitches 


upon ſome one thing, and prefers that before all 

others in order to ſuch or ſuch an end: accord- 
iagly we may conceive of this act of faith we 
are ſpeaking of: it lies thus, the mind and will 


are by the Spirit of God ſweetly and powerfully 


determined upon Chriſt, preferring him for an 


head and huſband, a Lord and Saviour, before all 
others: it ſingles him out, as it were, from all 
others, whether perſons or things, in heaven 
and earth, and embraces him as the beſt huſband, 


the beſt Saviour, the beſt Lord; there are others 


which make love to her, and tender themſelves 
to her embraces, as fin, ſelf, the fleſu, the world 


with its enticements ; but ſhe paſſes by all, yea, 


rejects all with loathing and indignation, and 
pitches upon Chriſt as infinitely beſt, ſaying to 


him, I will have none in heaven but thee ; and 
there is none upon earth that I deſire in compart- 
jon of thee, This the ſcripture calls ſometimes 4 
layiig hold upon Chriſt, Prov. iii. 18. ſometimes 
a receiving or embracing of Chriſt, John i. 12. it 


is true, in the work of faith, Chriſt is and muſt 


be received into the underſtanding firſt; but he is 


malt properly ſaid to be received into our will 


and affections; Chriſt in the goſpel is revealed 
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and offered to the ſoul with all his riches, fulneſs, 
and perfeCtions ; he is tendered to her, as a full, 
a mighty, and uttermoſt Saviour, as one who 
has not only an infinite fulneſs and ſufficiency in 
him to redeem and fave, but alſo an infinite ſui- 
tableneſs and amiableneſs in him to endear and 
delight the ſoul 3 and accordingly the ſoul accepts 
and embraces him, ſhe cleaves to him, and faſt- 
ens upon him, reſolving to have none but him 
alone: her language of him now is, there is 
none like Chriſt, no head like this head, no 
huſband like this huſband, no Saviour like this 


Saviour for my ſoul: this is the head, the huſ- 


band, the Saviour that I need, and that indeed 
my foul deſires. No love like his love, no 


| beauty like his beauty, no blood like his blood, 
no righteouſneſs like his righteouſneſs, no fulneſs 
| like his fulneſs; he therefore, and he alone ſhall 
be my head, my huſband, my ſaviour, and my 
all for ever. Sweet Jeſus (ſays ſhe) doſt thou tender 


thyſelf for an head and huſband to me, and art 


| thou willing to be embraced by me? lo then I. 
do with my whole ſoul] accept of thee, and that 
for all times and in all conditions, with all thine 
| holineſs as well as thy love, with all thine incon- 
veniences as well as thy privileges; to ſuffer for 
| thee, as well as to reign with thee: and this the 
| ſoul does upon the deepeſt counſel, and moſt 
mature deliberation; and accordingly ſhe abides 
| by her choice for ever. e . 
III. An act of truſt or dependance: as in the 
| work of faith the ſoul is, by the Spirit of God, 
| made to chuſe Chriſt; ſo alſo to truſt and de- 
pend upon him for all grace, righteouſneſs, and 
| lalvation : now it bottoms upon Chriſt, anchors _ 


upon 
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upon Chriſt, reſts and relies upon Chriſt for all 


life and peace, for all grace on earth, and glory 
in heaven: ſhe Jays the whole weight and ſtreis 
of her ſalvation upon him: ſhe commits all 
to him, ventures all upon him, expects all from 
him: this the ſcripture calls ſometimes a tru/t- 


ing in Chriſt, Epheſ. i. 13. ſometimes a lean- 


ing upon Chriſt, Cant. viii. 5. ſometimes a hoping 
in Chriſt, 1 Cor. xv. 19. And in this reſpect 
Chriſt is called our hope, x Tim. i. 1. our 
hope, that is, the object of our hope and truſt, 
as to life and ſalvation, The ſoul has no hope 
in herſelf, no hope in the creature, no hope in 


the law or firſt covenant, no hope in any thing 
in heaven or earth on this fide Chriſt : ſhe looks 


here and there, to this and that, but ſhe can 


find no ſolid ground of hope, no bottom to 
build or reſt upon for life and ſalvation; but 


then ſhe turns her eye upon Chriſt, and there 
ſhe ſees abundant ground of hope; ſhe beholds 


him upon the croſs, and there is hope; ſhe be- 


holds him upon the throne, and there is hope; 


ſhe looks upon him dying, and there is hope; 


ſhe looks upon him riſing, aſcending, fitting 


at the Father's right hand making interceſſion 


for us, and there is hope: ſhe looks upon the 
infinite virtue of his blood, the infinite efficacy 


of his Spirit, theinfinite dimenſions of his love, 


the infinite freeneſs and faithfulneſs of his pro- 
miſe; and in theſe ſhe ſees infinite ground of 
hope and truſt; and accordingly ſhe rolls and 
ventures all upon him: Here J will build (ſays 


ſhe) here I will bottom, here I will reſt, here 


I] will hang and depend, here I will live; yea, 


and if die I muſt, here I will die. Her language 
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to Chriſt now is like that of the Pſalmiſt to God 
in another caſe, Pſal. xxxix. 7. Now, Lord, 
| what wait 1 or? my hope is in thee. ' This is 
to caſt anchor within the veil, Heb. ix. 6. And 
indeed, it is with poor ſouls many times, as 
with perſons at ſea; the ſtorm ariſes, the waves 
lift up themſelves, which beating upon them, 
they are ready to ſink every moment, and: their 
very ſoul is melted becauſe of heavineſs; but anon 
they ſound bottom, caſt anchor; and are at reſt : 


ſo poor ſouls are under ſtorms of ſin, guilt, and 


Wrath, periſhing in their own apprehenſion 
| every moment z but anon they drop an anchor 
of hope upon Chriſt, and do reſt upon him: or 
it is with them in this caſes. as it was with the 
dove when ſhe was firſt ſent out of the Ark, 
| ſhe found no reſting place abroad for the ſole 


of her foot; but at length returned to the Ark, 
and there found reſt, Gen. viii. 8, 9. So the 
poor guilty ſoul finds no reſt any where elſe 
out in Chriſt. Her language in this act of faith 


is ſuch as this, Tam a poor, loſt, ſinful, diſtreſſed 
| creature, and there is but one door I can expect 
relief from, and that is Chriſt, and at this door 
I will lye and wait; I know he is able to help 
me, for he can fave to the uttermoſt : and ſurely 


he hath bowels, great bowels towards poor ſin- 
ners, he is a merciful high-prieſt :; ſhe ſays con- 


cerning him, as they ſometimes did concerning 


the king of Ifrael ; behold, we have heard, that the 
king of Iſrael is à merciful king, peradventure 
he will fave us: yea, he has bid me look to him 


and be faved; and he invites all that are weary 


and heavy laden, to come to him, and promiſes 
them reſt ; why then ſhould J not reſt and rely 
upon 
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upon him ? It is true I am a mighty ſinner, but 
he is a more mighty Saviour: have J ſinned to 
the utmoſt? he has ſatisfied to the utmoſt: 


what ſhall I fay? true, I am death, but Chriſt 
is life: I am darkneſs, but Chriſt is light; I 
am fin, but Chriſt is holineſs; I am guilt, but 


Chriſt is righteouſneſs ; I am emptineſs and no- 


_ thingneſs, but Chriſt is fulneſs and ſufficiency; 
J have broken the law, but Chriſt has fulfilled 
the law; and his death and life are infinitely able 


to ſwallow up my death; his light, my darkneſs; 
his holineſs, my Sin; his righteouſneſs, my guilt; 


his fulneſs, my emptineſs; on him therefore! 


will lean, and live, and hope. It is true I am 
utterly unworthy of any life, any grace, any 


favour ; but Chriſt does all for ſinners freely; 


he loves freely, he pardons freely, he ſaves free- 


ly; how vile therefore and unworthy ſoever 1 


am, yet I will reſt and depend upon him: who 


| knows but he may caſt an eye of love upon me? 


this is that act of faith which is held forth, 
Tſai. xlv. 24. Surely, ſhall one ſay, in the Lord 
have I righteauſneſs and ſtrength. I have neither 
ſtrength nor righteouſneſs of my own, but J 
have all righteouſneſs and ſtrength in Chriſt ; all 
righteouſneſs for pardon and juſtification, and 


all ſtrength for holineſs and ſanctification; this 


is that the apoſtle calls a rejoicing in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, having no confidence in the fleſh, Phil. iii. 3. 
To draw towards a concluſion of this head: 


which way ſoever the ſoul looks on this ſide 
Chriſt, ſhe meets with nothing but diſcourage- 
ment: If ſhe looks to herſelf, there ſhe ſees no- 


thing but ſin and guilt, blackneſs and deformity; 


in her heart ſhe ſees a fountain of ſin, an men 
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of fin, a very hell of ſin and wickedneſs; in her 
| life ſhe finds innumerable evils, ſins of a crimſon 
die and ſcarlet tincture ſtaring her in the face; 
yea, her very duties are not without fin, even 
nin theſe there is abundance of pride, formality, 
unbelief, and the like: her very righteouſneſſes 
are as filthy rags, Iſa. Ixiv. 4. If ſhe looks unto 


the law, there ſhe reads her doom and condem- 


nation in every line thereof; there ſhe finds 
| herſelf under the curſe ; there ſhe ſees nothing 
but fear and blackneſs. and darkneſs, and tempeſts, 


Heb, xii. 18, If ſhe looks to juſtice, that ſhe 


finds as a flaming ſword keeping her from the 


tree of life, from all happineſs: that appears with 


an angry frowning countenance, demanding ſatis- 
faction, as being infinitely wronged : But now 
in the midſt of all theſe diſcouragements the 
poor ſoul at length gets a ſight of Chriſt, in 


whom ſhe ſees encouragement after all: ſhe 
diſcovers land in a ſtorm, as it were, and finds 
in him a bottom to reſt her weary ſpirit upon; 
in him ſhe ſees that which can atone God, ſa- 


tisfy juſtice, anſwer all the demands of the law, 
fully deliver her from fin and guilt, and make 
her both holy and happy for ever; and accord- 
| ingly ſhe reſts and rolls herſelf upon him, reſolv- 
ing that if ſhe dies, ſhe will die thus leaning 


upon this beloved. 
III. An act of reſignation or ſubjection: as 


in the work of faith the ſoul thus chooſes Chriſt 


and depends upon him, ſo alſo ſhe is by the Spi- 
rit of God made cordially and unrefervedly to 
reſign up herſelf unto him, to be ruled, govern- 


ed, and diſpoſed of by him in his own way: the 


loul now puts herſelf out of her own power and 


poſſeſſion, 5 
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poſſeſſion, ſhe paſſes herſelf away from herſclf, 


and ſhe gives up herielt into the power and poſ. 
ſeſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, to be ruled, governed, and 
ſaved by him as he ſees good: which is properly 
that act of faith which we call reſignation, and 


this the ſcripture often mentions, One /hall ſay : 
J am the Lord's, Ifai. xliv. 5. that is; he ſhall 


give or reſign up himſelf to the Lord to be for 


ever his, and at his diſpoſe : ſo 2 Cor. viii. 5, 
They gave themſelves unto the Lord, and Epheſ. 
v. 24. the church is ſaid to be ſubject to Chrift ; 
the caſe ſeems to be this: there having many trea- 


ties paſtin order to a match between Chriſt and the 


ſoul, the foul at length, through the help of the 
divine Spirit, is made freely to conſent to take 


_ Chriſt for her only head and huſband, and to be 
ſubject to him in all things, to be perfectly and eter- 


nally at his diſpoſe : her language now to Chriſt 
is like that of Ahab to Benhadad, 1 Kings xx. 4. 
Behold I am thine, and all that I have, is thine: 


Sweet Lord Jeſus, ſays the ſoul, I have been my 


own, and have lived too much in my own will, 
and to mine own ends and intereſts; but now I de- 
fire to be thine, and to live in thy will, and to 


| thine ends; take poſſeſſion of me, ſave me, rule 


me, lead me, diſpoſe of me as thou pleaſeſt ; co all 
thy pleaſure in me, pull down and ſet up what 
thou wilt, I will be, and do, and ſuffer what thou 
wilt have me to be, and do, and ſuffer. And 
this is properly that act of faith, whereby we 


cloſe with Chriſt as a Loid and king, and is in- 


'- deed the evidence of the truth of the two for- 


mer; for you muſt know, that though faith“ 
firſt aſpect be to Chriſt as a ſaviour, yet it 
comes to eye him as a Lord and king allo: 
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1 faith fully bottoms upon the ſatisfaction of 


Chriſt, ſo it freely bows to the ſcepter of Chriſt, 


yea, when faith cannot challenge Chriſt as a 


ſaviour, yet it will own Chriſt as a Lord: you 


| know how Laban ſpake to Abraham's ſervant 


upon the ſight of the ear-rings and bracelets 
which. he had given his ſiſter Rebekah, and upon 
his hearing a relation from her of his diſcourſe 
with her, Come in, thou bleſſed of the Lord, why 
flandeft thou without ? I have room for thee, Gen. 
xxiv. 31. in like manner does the foul ſpeak to 
Chriſt upon the ſight of that worth that is in him, 
and that need which ſhe has of him, Come in, 
thou bleſſed of the Lord, come in, thou bleſſed 
Lord, why ſtandeſt thou without? I have room 
for thee; I have room for thee in my under- 
ſtanding, and I have room for thee in my will and 
affections; and I would have thee poſſeſs all, and 
command all: In a word, the foul freely gives 
up herſelf to Chriſt's holy and ſpiritual govern- 
ment. Thou art an holy Chriſt, (ſays ſhe) he 
who is to reign, and I retign up myſelf to thee, 
] will have no Lord but thee; take the whole 
throne to thyſelf within me; I know thy yoke 

is an eaſy yoke, and I deſire to bear it, thy 
ſcepter is a righteous ſcepter, and I deſire to 
bow to it: thy kingdom is a kingdom of righte- 


oufneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and 


| heartily deſire to come under the power of it. 
would be ſanctified as well as juſtified ; Idchre 
thy Spirit to ſubdue my corruptions for me, and 
to make me holy, as well as thy blood to waſh 
away my guilt for me, and ingratiate me with 
thyſelf: and this is what the ſcripture calls an 
epenng of the gates, and a lifting up of the ever- 
15 „ 5 luaſting 
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lajling doors, to let Chriſt the King of glory in, 
Plal. xxiv. 7. Thus by theſe three, which indeed 
are the great uniting acts of faith, the Spirit of 


God enables the ſoul to cloſe with Chriſt in a 
niarriage-covenant and relation. 


V. The ſoul being thus enabled to believe, 


and fo cloſe with Chriſt i in a marriage-covenant; 
then, as the crown and perfection of all, the 
bleſſed Spirit of God takes up his abode, ard 
dwells for ever in that ſoul, as the pledge and 
_ everlaſting bond of tbis marriage · union and re- 
lation between them. The ſweet Spirit does 
not only come, as a friend, to treat about the 
match, and alſo to tie the marriage-knot be- 
tween Chriſt and us; but moreover, this being 
done, he remains himſelf in the ſoul, as a love- 
token from Chriſt to her, as the pawn and 
pledge of this efpouſal, and as the everlaſting 
bond and confirmation of this marriage union 
ald relation: hence that of the apoſtle, he that 
is joined to the Lord is one ſpirit, 1 Cor. vi. 17. 
one ſpirit with the Lord he is joined to; that 
Spirit which did join him to Chriſt, does remain 


in him and in Chriſt both. Chriſt St his own 


Spirit in his ſpouſes as the pledge and bond of 
that marriage-union that is between him and 
them: ſo that he and they have the ſame 
Spirit dwelling 1 in them; yet with this difference, 
he dwells in Chriſt without meaſure, in us by 
meaſure; in Chriſt immediately, by virtue of 
the perſonal union, in us by his gifts and graces; 
in Chriſt, as an head: 5 in us as members, and be 
with theſe are the love-tokens, the pawns and 
pledges of this marriage-troth, plighted between 
Chriſt and us; and this indeed! is that which 
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makes this union ſo ſtrong and inviolable, as that 
it can never be broken: yea, not only does he 
remain in the foul 2s the pledge and bond of this 
union, but alſo to deck and adorn the foul with 
grace, and to make her ready for the confum- 
mation of the marriage above: you know when 
Abraham's ſervant ſaw that Re conſented to 
be 1jaac's wife, he then gave her J-twe!s of /il- 
der, and jewels of gold, and rieb raiment, 
Gen. xxiv. 53. So the bleſſed Spirit of God, 
having gained the ſoul's conſent to ve eſpouſed to 
Chriſt, and the martiage-knot being tied be- 
tween them, now he dwells in the foul to deck 
and adorn her; now he gives her Jewels of gold 
and filver, furniſhes and beautifies her with all 
divine and heavenly graces; he dwells in her as 
an indeficient ſpring and fountain of all grace 
and gracious diſpoſitions, till he has lodged her 
ſafe in the arms and boſom of her ſweet hui- 
band above. Thus at length the eſpouſal or mar- 
riage- relation is made up between Chriſt and 
the ſoul; and oh how bleſſed is the foul that is 
thus eſpouſed to him ! I muſt ſay to ſuch a ſoul, 
bleſſed be the day that ever thou wert born; bleſſed 
the womb, that bare thee, and bleſſed the paps 
wlichgave thee ſuck; bleſſed goſpel which reve: ]- 
ed this ſweet Chriſt to thee, and bleſied Spirit 
_ has tied this happy knot b<tween him and 
knee, 5 | 
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„„ 

Being a call to and treaty with ſouls, in or- 

der to an eſpouſal between Chriſt and them, 
W ELL, and what is the meaning of all 
this? ſurely it ſhould have a mighty influ- 
ence upon the ſpirits of men, to draw and allure 
them to Chriſt, to induce them at leaſt to look 
| after an acquaintance with this bleſſed eſpouſal to 
him; and indeed I would take occaſion hence to 
treat with eternal ſouls in order to a match be- 
tween Chriſt and them; and oh that I could do it 
effectually; look, my beloved, as David ſent 


his ſervants to Abigail to commune with her, in 


order to his taking of her to wife, 1 Sam. xxv. 
30, 40. ſo has the Lord Jeſus ſent me, his poor 
unworthy ſervant, to you this day, to commune 
with you in order to eſpouſing of you to him- 
ſelf; and O that you would do in this caſe as 
ſhe did in that, for he haſtened (it is ſaid) and 
aroſe and went to David, and became bis wife, 
verſe 42. Oh that you would all ariſe, ariſe out 
of your fins, arite out of your unbelief, ariſe out 
of your carnal ſecurity, and go to Chriſt, and 
become his ſpoufe : and not only ſo, but, as ſhe 
did make haſte in the buſineſs, cloſe ſpeedily 
with him in a marriage-covenant, even to day: 
O bleſſed day, might I ſucceed as they did! how 
happy would it be for you! how comfortable for 
me! and how joyful for us all in the day of the 


bridegroom's coming! ſirs, let me ſay, O that! 


might ſay of you, at leaſt ſome of you, as Paul 
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of his Corinthians here, I have eſpouſed you to one 
huſband, even to Chriſt. And why ihould it not 


be thus? why ſhould you not rife, and go with 


me to ſweet Jeſus, and be eſpouſed unto him? 


can you make light of all that love, that com- 
fort, that ſweetneſs, that happineſs, that bleſicd 


union and communion, that delighr, folace and 
complacency of foul which this eſpouſal carries 
in it? or, is there any thing can mike up the 
loſs of theſe? can ſin and the creature afford 
any thing comparable hereunto ? turely there 13 
more ſweetneſs, more happineſs, in one kifs of 
the mouth of this bleſſed Lord, in one embrace 
in his boſom, one moment's communion with 
him, than in all the delights of fin and the crea- 
ture: If you doubt it, come and ſee, experienced 
fouls will tell you, that one deſcent of love from 
Chriſt, one beam of the light of his countenance, 


one turn with him in his galleries, is infinitely. 


beyond all earthly delights whatſoever. Again, 
can you be content to die, and periſh eternally, 
rather than live, and be made tappy in ſuch a 
to Chriſt is? a more ſweet and defirable way of 
being made happy than this of an efpouſal to 
Chriſt, ſurely, neither men nor angels could ever 
have thought on: and can you, O eternal ſouls, 


ſweet and deſirable way as this of being eſpouſed = 


be content to die, to periſh, to be damned and 
miſerable for ever, rather than be ſaved an! 


made happy this way? If you get not union 
with, and a marriage-relation to this ſweet Lord, 
vou muſt die and periſh for ever; now yu not 
(Cys the apoſtle) that Jeſus Chriſt is in y:u 
except ye be reprobates, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. If Chriſt 
be not in us, we are certainly reprebates, we 
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are rejected of God, and out of his favour, and 
then ſurely we muſt periſh. Naturally we are 
all dead, all loſt, all condemned; judgment i: 
come upon all men to condemnation, Rom. v. 18, 
and we are all children of wrath by nature, 
Epheſ. ii. 3. and if ever we be juſtified and ſaved, 
it muſt be by a marriage- union and relation to 
Chriſt. There is no condemnation (ſays the Apo- 
{tle) or, as the words are, nothing of condem- 
nation, to them that are in Chriſt Feſus, Rom, 
viii. 1. But, as is there implied, there is no- 


thing but condemnation to them that are out 


of Jeſus Chriſt, Once more: can you be con- 
tent to be ſhut out from the marriage at laſt 
ior ever? think of that ſcripture, and bear the 


dread of it if you can, Matth. xxv. 10. and they 


that were ready went in to the marriage, and the 
door was hut, ſhut againſt others who then 
would fain enter: to be ſhut out from the mat— 
riage · ſupper at laſt, is to be ſhut out from God, 


trom Chriſt, from the Comforter, from all the 


ſaints and angels, from all happineſs, yea, and 
from all hopes of happineſs for ever: and thus 
you mult expect to be ſhut out from the mar- 
1iage at laſt, if you come not into an eſpouſal to 


bim here: and can you bear it, think you? can 
you be content to hear Chriſt ſay unto you at laſt, 


detart from me, depart ? you would have none 
ef ine on earth, though I wooed and beſought 


you with tears; and therefore now you ſhall 
have none of me in heaven: you might have 
been happy in an union and communion with 
me, and the arms of my love were open to have 
received you, but you would not; therefore 


now depart from me, 1 know you not, And can 
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you bear this? beſides, what is it that keeps your 
ſoul from a cloſe with Chriſt in this marriage-re- 
lation? A vain world, a filthy Juſt, a painted 
| periſhing pleaſure, a ſenſual appetite: and are 
| theſe better than Chriſt? Are theſe indeed things 
to be laid in the balance by you againſt Chrif 
yea, and to downweigh him in your values? O 
| monſtrous ſtupidity ! In ſhort, firs, the matter, I 


am treating with you about, is no trifle, it is of no 


| leſs moment and importance to you than eternal 
life or death, eternal ſalvation or damnation, 
comes to; your eternal all depends upon it, for 


you muſt live or die, be ſaved or damned eter- 


| nally, according as you do, or do not cloſe in 
with Chriſt in a, marriage-union and relation 
| here: why then ſhould you ſtand off from him? 
| yea, why ſhould not this be the day of efpouſals 
between him and you? oh, be not ſhy, be not 

| coy to Chriſt, but embrace his love: ſurely his 


arms are wide open to receive you, his heart is 
upon you, and his defire is towards you; /:ft 


up therefore the everlaſting doors, and let this king 


of glory in ; give up your names and ſouls unto 
him for ever. Some of you are young and have 


| your affections green and freſh : oh that you 
would now go with me to ſweet Jeſus, and be- 
come his ſpouſe ; you cannot love him, nor be 
married to him too ſoon : Oh, let him have 
your hearts before this world hath defiled and 
debauched them: others of you are older, and 


have out- ſtood the calls and offers of Chriſt long; 
yet lo, he once more tenders himſelf to you: 
oh now clofe with him, and all will be well yet. 
But for the better ſucceeding of this treaty, I 
ſhall, in the managing of it, ſpeak to three 

„„ „ things. 


glory inſtead of diſplaying it: this 1 am ſure of, 
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things. (I.) I will ſhew you what manner of 
huſband the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is, and how he 


is qualified to render him defirable in that rela- 


tion. (2.) J will ſhew you what great things 
he does for all his ſpouſes. (3.) I will ſhew you 


how much his heart is upon a match with you, 


And now as Abraham's ſervant, when he was 
to get a wife for Iſaac, prayed, ſaying, O Lord 
God of my Maſter Abraham, fend me good ſpeed 
this day, Gen. xxiv. 12. ſo would I upon the 
bended knees of my ſoul pray, O Lord God, 
the God and Father of my royal maſter, Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſend me good ſpeed this day, that I may 
win, through thy grace, a ſpouſe for him. 


CV 
Which ſhews what manner of busband Chriji 
is, and how qualified for the endearing of 
him to ſouls, and rendering him defirabie 
in a conjugal relation. e 


HAT is thy beloved more than another 
beloved, that thou doſt fo charge us? fo 

the daughters of Feruſalem ſpake unto the ſpoule, 
Cant. v. 9g. In like manner may ſome ſay to me, 
who or what is this Chriſt, that you do ſo prels 
us to an eſpouſal with him? what is there in him 
to render him deſireable to us? who, or what is 
he? Truly I cannot tell, nor could 1, had I the 
tongue of men and Angels; and I am almoſt 
af:aid to ſpeak of him, leſt 1 {hould darken his 


he is (as 
heaven” 
and that 
ſhould r 
in a CC 
him, ar 
any thit 
is want 
fore yo! 

IL A 
goes fal 
for this 
rious, ſ 
as to hi 
eternal 
eternal 
perſon, 
neſs ; | 
all the 
he is E 
Mat. 1 
John v 
mighty 
high C 
ther, | 
tial pe! 


| him, 4 
| ther's g 
one ir 


gory 
| the Fa 


cies, ; 


God's 


gels 3+ 
bright 


him, Phil. ii. 6. he is the brightneſs of his Fa- 
| ther's glory, and the expreſs character of his perſon , 
one in whom the whole majeſty, luſtre, and 
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he is (as one ſpeaks of him) earth's wonder, and 
heaven's wonder both ; and has all that in him, 
and that in infinite eminency and perfection, that 
ſhould render him grateful and defireable to ſouls 
in a conjugal-relation : look therefore upon 
him, and view him a little, and fee if there be 
any thing you can defire in ſuch a relation that 
is wanting in him. I will lay this more fully be- 
fore you in theſe following particulars, 

I. Are you for dignity and greatneſs ? this 
goes far among men, and makes many a match: 
for this, none like Chriſt, none ſo great, ſo glo- 
rious, ſo honourable as he. Pray view him alittle: 
as to his deſcent, he came forth from God, viz. by 
eternal generation, and is the eternal Son of the 
eternal Father, John xvi. 28. View him in his 
perſon, and there you will ſee nothing but great- 
neſs ; for he is no other than God- Man, and has 
all the excellencies of both natures in one perſon : 
he is Emmanuel, God with us, God in our nature, 
Mat. i. 23. he is Gd, Heb. i. 8. the true God, 
John v. 20. the great God, Titus ii. 13. the 
mighty God, Iſa. ix. 6. God over all, or the moſt 
high God, Rom. ix. 5. God equal with the Fa- 
ther, having the ſame divine eſſence, and eſſen- 
tial perfections in him, that the Father hath in 


pory of the Father ſhines forth; one, on whom 
ather has engraven all his eternal excellen- 
cies, Heb. i. 3. ſome ſmall beams and rays of 
God's glory do ſhine forth in the ſaints and an- 


Igels; but in Chriſt the fulneſs, luſtre, and 
brightneſs of it appears, View him in his offices 


and 
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and relation, with the dignity that even here he 
is advanced unto: He is that great prophet, 
Deut. xvili. 15. 18. 19. Luke vii. 16. who teach- 
eth us the true way to the Father, John i, 18. 
chap. xiv; 6. he is the only mediator between 
God and men, 1 Tim. it. 5. 6. the great high- 
prieſt, Hebr. iv. 14. 15. chap. vii. 24. 25. 26, 
the captain, the author, the reſtorer and toun- 
dation of our ſalvation, 1 Cor. iii. 11. Acts iv. 12, 
Hebr. ii. 9. 10. 17. our advocate with the Fa. 
ther, the ſacrifice and propitiation for our ſins, 
and for the fins of the whole world, 1 John 


ii. I. 2. he is a king, a great king, King of king; 


and Lord of lords, Rev. xix. 6. king of ſaints, 
Rev. xv. 3. king of nations, Jer. x. 7. king if 
glory, Plal. xxiv. 7. he 1s the head of all prin- 
cipalities and powers; and it is their glory that 
they have ſuch an head, Col. ii. 10. he 1s the 
fellow of the Lord of Heſts, Zech. xiii. 7. be is 
the firſt-born of God, higher than the kings of the 
earth, Pal. Ixxxix. 27. he is ſet down at God's 
cotton right hand in heavenly places, far aboue all 
 principalittes, and powers, aud might, aud domi- 
nion, Eph. i. 20. he is made higher than the 
heaven,, Heb. vii. 26. among all perſons, anc in 
all things, whether in heaven or earth, he has 
the preheminence, Col. i. 18. ſuch is his great- 
neſs, that the whole creation is bound to pcr- 
form homage and worſhip to him, the angels 
themſelves not excepted : let all the angels of G 
worſhip him, ſays the Father, Heb. i. 6. and 
Phil. ii. 9. 10. God hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name above every name, that at th: 
name of Jeſus every knee ſhould baw, of things in 
heaven, and things on earth, and things under ri 
| : | earth; 
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earth; 1. e. angels as well as men muſt perform 
worſhip to him: and indeed, a refuſal ſo to do, 
would turn angels into devils; he is to be loved, 
feared, believed in, obeyed, prayed unto, praiſed, 
admired, and delighted in by all : he is to have 
equal honour from all with the Father; all mußt 
honour the Son, as they honour the Father, John 
v. 23. what ſhall I ſay? he has the ſovereign 
lordſhip and diſpoſal both of grace and glory in 
his hand; the Son quickneth whom he will, John 


v. 21. he ſays unto one, Live, and he lives; and 


to another, Live, and he lives, and the reſt of 
the dead live not: he has the keys of death and 


hell, Rev. i. 18, he has the government of the 


whole world in his hand; his kingdom ruleth 
over all, Pſalm ciii. 19. he is in full poſſeſſion of 
a kingdom over the whole creation, a judgment 


| being committed to him, John v. 22, and O how 


glorious is he in the whole of it! Glorious in 
„his throne, which is at the right hand of 
% God, Heb. i. 3. glorious in his commiſſion, 
„ which is all power in heaven and earth, Mat. 
xxviil. 18. glorious in his ſcepter, which is a 
{cepter of righteouſneſs, P/a/m xlv. 6. Glorious 
in his attendants, ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand of his holy ones, even thouſands of 
angels, Dan. vii. 10. glorious in his way of 
rule, full of grace and ſweetneſs towards his 
people, full of terror and majeſty towards his 
enemies, his arrows being ſharp in their 
{© hearts, Pſalm xlv. 5. and as he governs all 
now, fo he will judge all at laſt; and all muſt 
ſtand or fall, live or die, be ſaved or damned for 
ever, according to what ſentence he ſhall paſs 
uon them, Acts xvii. 31. Rom. xli. 10. O how 
great 
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great is this Lord, and how worthy to be embra. 
ced by us! O ſirs, will you deny ſo great, ſo 


glorious, a perſon, when he makes love to you! 


ſhould you ſee ſome great prince wooing a beg- 


gar in rags upon the dunghill, you would won— 
der to ſee her ſlight him, and make him wait 


me after time upon her: why there is an inh- 


aitely greater perſon than the greateſt of kings, 
that wooes you and ſollicites you for love: and 
will you yet be ſhy of him, and make him wait? 
will you refuſe him ? then wonder at your own 
ſordid ingratitule. e 

II. Are you for riches and treaſures? this 
ſways with moſt : for this none lik e Chriſt, he 
has riches as well as greatneſs to recommend 


him to you; riches and honour are with me, 


Prov. viii. 18. yea, and his riches are the beſt 
ſort ; his are ſpiritual riches, treaſures in heaven, 
Matth. vi. 20. riches of life and love, peace 
and pardon, grace and glory, righteouſneſs and 


ſalvation, riches of glory, and riches in glory: and 


O what poor things are the ciches of this world 
o theſe ? his are true riches, Luke xvi. 11. the 
iches of this world are but painted riches, his 
re ſubſtantial riches, I will cauſe them that love 
e to inherit ſub/tance, Prov. viii. 21. the riches 


k this world are vain, they are not, Prov. xxiii. 5. | nerous 


and ta! 


| like C 


it the riches of Chriſt have a reality in them; 
is are laſting and durable riches; riches and 


anour are with mes yea, durable riches and righ- 


»0uſneſs, Prov. viii. 8. Worldly riches are pe- 
ſhing and uncertain things, 1 Tim. vi. 17. Now 
ve enjoy them, but all of a ſudden they ate 


ne and diſappear; but Chriſt's are eternal | 
ches for an eternal ſoul: and as his riches. 
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are thus of the beſt ſort, ſo he has great abund - 
dance of them ; his riches are boundleſs and un- 
ſearchable : to me (ſays Paul) it is given to preach 
the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, Epheſ. iii. 8. 
he is heir of all things, Heb. i. 2. all the treaſures 
of heaven and earth are his: he has all flu 1 

| dwelling in him, Col. i. 19. even all the fulnels _ Vi 
of the God-head; whole God dwells in him; he Wl 
has enough to ſupply all our wants, and to an- 14 
ſwer all our deſires: do we want grace? He lis | 
full of grace, John i. 14. do we want life? with 
i him is the fountain of life, Pſal. xxxvi. . do 
| we want redemption, redemption from ſin, from 
S death, from hell, from wrath ? with him is 
pienteous redemption, Pſal. xxx. 7. do we want 
peace? he gives peace; my peace I give unto you, 
„ | John xiv. 27. do we want righteouſneſs? he has 
t fulfilled all . he is become the Lord 
„ur righteouſneſs, Jer. xxiii. 6. now will you 
reject this rich Lord? You are poor and miſera- 


” 2 46S 
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id ble, and naked; and will you not embrace this 
d Chriſt, tendering himſelf with all theſe riches 
WY to you? O how juſtly then will you perifh for 
N ever! O that there were ſome covetous ſoul here 
| 


this day, that would be taken with the riches of 
TT 5 
III. Are you for bounty, for a noble and ge- 


5 nerous ſpirit? that is deſirable in ſuch a relation, 


and takes much with many; for this alſo, none 

like Chriſt : he is a bountiful Lord of a noble 

„und generous ſpirit, as well as rich: many a 

man has riches enough, but has a baſe, narrow, | 
s covetous ſpirit, and ſo his wife has little of if 
arc them; but Chriſt has a noble, generous, boun- 14 
5 titul heart: he is not only rich, but he is alſo | 


willing 
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willing to lay out all his riches and treaſures upon 
Is ſpouſes : all the treaſures of his love and 
grace, all the treaſures of his righteouſneſs and 
conſolation : he would have them abunda antly 
filled, abundantly comforted, abundantly en- 
riched for ever: what a generous ſpirit towards 
them does he expreſs, Cant. v. 1. eat, O friends; 
drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved: as it 

e ſhould fay, I have enough, infinitely enough 
tor you, and 1 would have you to have enough, 
] would have you to have your ſouls full of 
all good: he would have them to have full 


_ graces, full joys, full comforts, and full hap- 


| pinels for ever. Theſe things ſpeak I unto you, 
(days he) that your joy may be full, John xv. 11. 
and again, aſt, that you may receive, that your 
Joy may be full, John xvi. 24. he wills them like 
Lappineſs with bimſelf; like love and embraces 
in the Father's boſom, John xvii. 24. 20. 
like grace and holineſs, John xvii. 22. O what a 
noble, generous, bountiful heart has this ſweet 
Lord towards his ſpouſe ! foul, ſhall it not draw 
and allure thee to him ? nothing will ſatisfy him 
leſs than thy participating with bim in his 


own blefiednefs : ſoul, if thou rejecteſt this boun- 


'tiiul Lord, know, that he has treaſures of wrath 
and vengeance alſo, which he will plentifulh 
pour out upon thee for ever. 

IV. Are you for wiſdom and knowledge! 
wiſdom and know! edge render a perſon lovely 


and deſireable; it is indeed one of a perſon's 1 


higheſt excellencies and perfections: ſor this allo 
none like Chriſt ; he 15 wy wiſdom of Gad, and the 
power. of God, 1 Cor. i. 24. the infinite wiſdom 
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through him : yea, in him are hid all the trea- 


ſures of wiſdom and knowledge, Col. ii. 3. which 
.may be underſtood actively as well as paſſively, 


he knowing all, as well as having all that is 


worth knowing in him; he is the only wiſe Gad, 


Jude 25. there is no true wiſdo i; but in him, and 
there is no true wiſdom to be had but by him and 
from him; he is often in ſcripture called wid, 
to denote that infinite wiſdom that is in him: ke 
knows all perſons and all things ; he knows the 
Father, and that as he is known of him, Fohbn x. 
15. he knows the mind and will of the Father; 


hence ſaid fo be in his boſom, which is the place 


of ſecrets, as well as love, fob" 1. 18. he knows 
all his Father's counſels and decrees, which have 
been of old touching the ſalvation of man : hence 
we read of the Lamb's book of life, and names writ- 


ten therein, Rev. Xiit. 8. he knows all the works 


of God the Father; the Father loveth the Son, 
and ſheweth him whatſoever he doth, John v. 20. 
he knows the attributes and perfections of God, 


and he only, Mat. xi. 27. John iv. 56. he knows 


the whole word of God being himſelf e Ford, 


John i. 1. It is obſerved by one, that the angels 


themſelves do not know all the word of God, 


but Chriſt does. And as he thus knows God, and 


the things of God, ſo he alſo knows man, and 


the things of man; he &n9ws all men, and what is 


in them, John ii. 24. 25. he knows the ſtatc, 


the ſpirits, the frames, the thoughts, the ends, 
the counſels, the ways, the wants, the burthens, 


the temptations of all: ina word, he is infinite 


in wiſdom and counſel, and he knows perfectly, 
as how to promote his own glory, ſo how to 


defend, fave, and comfort his ſpouſes, and carry 
. 1 e 
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on their happineſs in the beſt way. O who 
would not have ſuch an huſband ! ſoul, if thou 
reject him, know, that his wiſdom will fight 
againſt thee; and he does know how to damn 
and deſtroy for ever. 

V. Are you for beauty? that takes with moſt; 
for this none like Chriſt : for beauty and come- 


lineſs he infinitely ſurpaſſes both men and an- 
gels. We read of Moſes, that he was exceed- 


ing fair; and of David, that he was ruday, 
and of a beautiful countenance ; and Foſephus 


reports of the one of them, that all that ſaw him, 
were amazed at, and enamouted with his beauty, 


O but what was their beauty to Chriſt's? were 
their beauty, and (with theirs) the beauty cf 
men and angels put together, it would all be 


| nothing to the beauty of Chriſt: not ſo much as 


the light of a farthing- candle is to the light of the 
Sun at noon day: he is beautiful and 9 ions, 
Ifi. iv. 2. Was Moſes fair? Chriſt is infinitely 
more fair: he ts fairer than the children of mes, 
Plal. xlv. 2. and had you an eye to behold bis 
beauty, you could not but be amazed at it, 5 
enamoured with it : was David ruddy, and of 

beautiful countenance ? ſee what the ſpouſe fy 
of Chriſt, Cant. v. 10. my beloved is white g 
ruddy, the chiefeſt of ten thinſand: which denotes 
the perfection of his beauty; and therefore ſhe 


_ concludes all with this, (having ſpoken of the 


beauty of his ſeveral parts) he is altogether lovely, 
ver. 16. or, he is all lovelineſs: as if ſhe ſhould 
fay, What do I do? there is no end of his beauty 


and amiableneſs ; there is nothing in him but 


what is lovely, and there is nothing lovely but 
what | 18 in him; neither iS there any thing in 
h this 
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the whole creation, that has beauty and amia- 


bleneſs enough in it to be a ſhadow and refem- 
blance of his beauty and amiableneſs. O fair 
« fun (ſays Rutherford) and fair moon, and 
4e fair ſtars, and fair flowers, and fair roſes, and 
« fair lillies ; but O ten thouſand thouland times 
« fairer Lord Jeſus! alas, I have wronged him 
« (ſays he) in making the compariſon this way: 
& O black ſun and moon! but O fair Lord 
« Jeſus! O black flowers, and black lillics and 
“ roſes ! but O fair, fair, ever fair Lord Je- 
«© ſus? O black heaven! but O fair Chriſt! O 
„black angels! but O ſurpaſſingly fair Lord 
« Jeſus!'““ In ſhort, divines obſerve, that there 
js ſomewhat in Chriſt more amiable than falva- 


tion; and indeed there are thoſe heart-endearing 


bezutics, thoſe ſoul-ravithing excellencics in the 
perſon of this beloved, that are unſpcakably be- 
yond ſalvation itſelf: he is the brightneſs, the 
lultre, the ſhining forth of his Father's glory 
Heb. i. 2. O who would not be raviſhed witn, 
and enamoured with his beauty? A {mail ſight 
and report thereof ſet the daugt aters of Jertſu.cm 

a ſecking after him, Cant. vi. I. and ſhall it nave 
no influence upon you, to draw and allure you 
to him? does one ſo fair and beautiful make 
love to ſuch black and deiormed creatures as you 
and I are, and ſhall we refuſe him? ſhall we re- 
ject this lovely Lord? O that his beauty miguit 
chamour us. 

VI. Are you for love, as well as lovelinr fs? 
for a ſweet, kind, loving dil (ol: tion ? this 18 
vefireable to all; for this alſo none like Chritt: he 
is of a moſt Weet „loving, tender, able diip li- 
tion: he indeed 18 love itſelf, kindneſs meli, 
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tenderneſs and 989 itſelf: God 1s bout, 
1 Joh. iv. 16. his love to his ſpouſes has all di- 
menſions, heighths, breadths, depths, lengths in it; 


yea, it paſſes knowledge, Epheſ. iii. 18, 49. which 
ſhew the immenſity and . of his 


love; as if he ſhould ſay of it, It is higher than 


heaven, and deeper than the ſea; it is broader 
than the orb of the earth, and longer than all 
time, during throughout eternity; yea, and it 


love; the one is almoſt, the other is altogether 
boundleſs, and bottomleſs. Though a man has 
never ſo many accompliſhments to commend 
him, yet if he be of a rough, crabbed, ſour 


diſpotition, this renders him unacceptable for 
but to all his other perfections, 


iuch a relation: 
Chriſt has this added, that he is infinitely loving 
as well as lovely, and of a moſt kind, tender 
diſpoſition to his ſpouſes, Hence we read in 
{cripture of his love, his kindneſs, his meeknels, 
his gentleneſs, and the like; all denoting the ad- 
mirable {weetneſs and amiableneſs of his diſpolt- 
tion: he wept over his very enemies, even them 
that finally refuſed him, Luke xviil. 41. 42. yet, 
he had a kindneſs for his murtherers, and praved 
for them, and that whilſt they were murthering 
of him; yea, and his prayer Carricd many of 

them to 3 Luke xxiii. 34. O what love, 


what kindneſs then muſt he have for his ſpouſes ? 
he that has love for enemies, and ſuch love, 


what muſt he have for his friends? It is a ſweet 
gloſs which. one of the ancients has upon the 


place Jaſt quoted, Father forgive them, they know 


ky This 9 8 is a word 


not what they do. 
| 60 becoming 2 
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exceed our knowledge ; - our fins, and Chriſt's 
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becoming the eternal Word, the Word of the 


« eternal Father; he prays not only for his 
« perſecutors and reproachers, but even for 
« his murtherers, improving all his intereſt in 
e his Father for them; ſaying in effect, Father, 
« ] intreat thee by that fatherly love thou haſt 
« for me, and by which we are one, hear me 
ce for theſe my murtherers; in forgiving of them 
« own the love of thy Son, that thou mayeſt 
« pardon his enemies. O what kindneſs 
does this argue! In a word, his love is as an 
ocean, which has neither brim nor bottom ; 
neither can he but be kind to his. The law, in- 


deed, of kindueſs (as it is ſaid of the good wife, 
Prov. xxxi. 26.) is in his lips, yea; and in his 


heart and carriage too, all being full of love, 
Oh! that his love might draw you. Surely no 
love like his love, none ſo full, none ſo free, 
none ſo ſweet, none ſo fruitful, none ſo raviſn— 
ing, none ſo laſting ; his love, where he loves, 
never fails, nor can it ever be broken off; who 
ſhall ſeparate us (ſays the apoſtle) from the love 
of Chriſt © that is, nothing can ſeparate us from 
his love, neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, 
wr things to come, nor heighth, nor depth, nor 
any thing elſe can do it, Rom. viii. 35. 38. 39. 
Oh firs, experienced ſouls will tell you, how 
ſweet, and good, and rich Chriſt's love is. 
They will tcll you, one fight, one taſte of it, 
makes heaven in the foul, that zt 7s better than 
wine, Cant. i. 2. and will you reject him and 
his love too? will you pour contempt upon fo 
much kindneſs? O how juſtly then will you pe- 
Ih under his wrath ! he has wrath in him, as 
| HE . well 
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well as love; wrath for enemies, as well as love 


for his ſpouſes; and his wrath is as hot and ter- 
rible, as his love is ſweet and comfortable; yea, 
his love will, if rejected by you, turn into wrath, 
and no wrath like that which is the reſult of abu- 
ſed love: Oh therefore cloſe, cloſe with Christ 
this day. 


VII. Are you for a perſon of eſteem, one that 


is much valued and beloved? an ingenuous ſoul 
would deſire this: and for this none like Chriſt: 


as there is none ſo kind and loving as he; ſy 


there is none ſo much valued and beloved as he: 
he is beloved by all whoſe love is worth the hav» 
ing; he is highly valued and beloved by all the 
ſaints both in heaven and earth; the ſaints in 
hcaven they admire and adore him ; it is a part 
of their happineſs to love him, and delight in 
him for ever : and the ſaints on earth the ey love 
and value him above all others whatever; he 1s 
the dearly beloved of their ſouls : 


does the ſpouſe call him her beloved, and her 


well beloved? and once again, ſhe declares her- 


felt ſick of love to him; ſhe is enamoured with 
him; he is indeed the deſire of all nations, Hug. 
li. 7. that is to ſay, he whom all the faithful in 
all nations do love, deſire, and delight in: hence 
alſo that of the apoſtle, 20 you that believe be is 


precious, 1 Pet. ii. 7. the faints love, ard value. 


Chrilt above all their natural or creature- -enjoy- 
ments, above father and mother, huſband and 


wife, and children, and houſes, and lands, an d 


the like: fo much is intimated Mat. x. 37. _ 
xix. 20. they love and value him above all the: 


ſpiritual ö e accounting them but fo 


for Chriſt, Phil. iii. 8 
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above their lives, being ready to die for him; 


Acts xxi. 13. Rev. xii. 11. Oh how dear is 
Chriſt to ſaints? He is alſo highly valued and be- 
loved by all the holy angels: he is the great ob- 
ject of their love and admiration: hence he is ſaid 
to be ſeen of angels, that is, to be beloved and de- 
lignted in by angels, 1 Tim. iii. 16. the blefled 
angels do ſee that in Chriſt, which does ena- 
mour them with him, and fill them with love to 
bim, and delight in him; yea which does fill 
them with perpetual admirings and adorings of 
him, Rev. v. 12. Yea, which is more than all 


this, he is infinitely valued and beloved by 
God the Father alſo : the bleſſed God ſees that 


in Chriſt that renders him infinitely amiable and 
deſireable in his eye, and to his ſoul; both as 
Son, and alſo as mediator he is even infinitely 
dear and precious to the Father: as he is the Son 
of God, the Son of the Father, as the apoſtle's 
expreſſion is, ſo is he the darling and delight of the 
Father's ſoul, and was ſo from all eternity; ſo 


much he himſclf tells us, Prov. viii. 30. ſo he 


1s the infinite and eternal favourite of the infi— 
inte and eternal Father; ſo he is one in eſſence 
with the Father, and accordingly muſt be infi— 


nitely dear to the Father. Hence he is ſaid 79 be 


in the Father's boſom, and as Son, he was ſo from 
eternity, cn 1. 18. now the boſom is the ſeat 
of love, and his being in his Father's buſom, 


_ Cenctes that ſtrong, ardent, intimate love which 


the Father has for him. Likewiſe as mediator the 
Father loves him, John iii. 35. John x. 17. yea, 
he loves him with a choice, a ſignal, and an 
eminent love, with alove of the higheſt ſtrain, 
the choiceſt excellency, the ſweeteſt influence ; 
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a love that has a ſtamp of ſpecial glory upon it: 
hence he is called the beloved, Epheſ. i. 6. he hath 
made us accepted in the beloved, that is, in Chriſt, 
who is moſt dear to God: hence God calls him 


His beloved Son, This is my beloved Son, in whom ] 


am well pleaſed, Mat, iii. 17. yea, he is called the 
Son of his love; he hath tranſlated us into the 
kingdom of his dear Son, the Greek is, the Son of 
his love; Col. i. 13. yea, the Father proclaims 


| him to be the delight of his ſoul : behold (faith 


he) my ſervant whom I have choſen, mine elect in 


whom my ſoul delighteth, Iſa. xlii, 1. what ſhall 
I fay? God loves himſelf infinitely, and next to 
himſelf he loves Chriſt, and delights in him: it 
js true, he loves all the works of his hands as 
ſuch, eſpecially rational creatures; and among 


them, he has a peculiar love for his ſaints and 
the holy angels; but he loves Chriſt unſpeazably 


more than all: he indeed is firſt beloved, an] 
moſt beloved, and beſt beloved by him of all 
others, God, as the ſchool-men obſerve, does 
love the veiy fleſh or human nature of Chriſt 
more than all the angels: In a word, he loves 
him ſo, as that he is even raviſhed with him, 
and he cannot but love all that are in him, or 
related by covenant to him; and that though 
altogether unlovely in themſelves, Now, fits, 
will you not love and embrace this beloved one; 
one that is thus valued and beloved by ſaints, by 
angels, and by God the Father? and let me ſay, 
one that is hated and deſpiſed by none but devi 


and deviliſh ones: foul, if thou reject him, 


whom all the ſaints and angels love, admire and 
adore; then never expect to live with them in 
the fruition of him, but reckon upon living with 
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devils and damned fpirits in hell for ever : if thou 
reject him. whom the Father loves and delights 
in, then expect to be rejected both by him and 
the Father for ever; but, foul, rather be prevail- 
ed with to love him too. | 
VIII. Are you for immortality, for one that 
lives for ever? this added to the reſt is deſiteable; 
and for this none like Chriſt: yea, none but 
Chriſt, he and he alone is a never-dying huſ- 
band; the beſt huſband here below is mortal, 
and may leave you in a moment; but Chriſt is 
immortal, he 7s the king immortal, eternal, 1 Tim. 
1.17. and he only hath immortality, I Tim, vi. 16. 
be, and he only lives for evermore: behold / I 


live for evermore, (ſays he Rev. i. 18.) he will 


never leave you in the deſolate ſtate of widow- 
hood. Vea, not only does he live for ever him- 
ſelf, but moreover he makes all his ſpouſes to 
live for ever too: ſo you find 7% xi. 25. 26. 
Iam the reſurrection and the life (ſays he) he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet ſhall he 
ive; and whoſoever liveth, and believeth in me, 
fall never die, O what an huſband is this! an 
huſband that lives for ever himſelf, and that 
makes his ſpouſes live for ever too; he gives all 
tis ſpoutes ſuch a life as never dies, an immor- 
tal life. In a word, cloſe with him, and as he 
will live for ever, as thy huſband, ſo thou ſhalt 
Oh. who would not 
accept of ſuch a perſon? ſoul, if thou receiveſt 
him, know, he lives for ever, to love thee, to 
comfort thee, to delight thee, to make thee 
happy in and with himſelf ; but if thou rejecteſt 
him, know, that he lives for ever to puniſh thee, 
to inflict wrath and vengeance upon thec, and 

| | to 
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to make thee completely miſerable; but oh re. 
ject him not. Thus have I ſhewn you a little 
what an huſband Chriſt is to his ſpouſes ; and 
upon the whole, I would ſay to you as the {po1iſz 
did to the daughters of 7eruſalem, Cant. v. 16, 


this is my beloved, and this is my friend; this is he 


that offers himſelf to your embraces, ſurely he 
is no mean, no deſpicable perſon, but one inh- 


nitely deſireable. Now, what do you ſay? 


will you have him, or will you not? poſſibly thi 


is the laſt tender he will ever make of bimſclf to 
you; poſſibly the match muſt be made now or 


never; thercſore now cloſe with him, accept 
him upon his own terms, who ſurely is worthy 


c H A P. vill. 


Which ſhews what great things Chriſt doe, 


for all his ſpouſes. 


'T: RUE, may ſome ſay, Chriſt's perſon 1: 
1 deſirable; but what will he do for his 


| ſpouſes? what may our ſoul expect from him, 


in Caſe we ſhould cloſe with him in a mat- 
T1age-covenant ? What will he do? what will 
he not do for you? ſurely he acts like him- 


ſelf, and does great things for all his ſpouſes : and 


oh happy, bappy they that are indeed eſpouſed 


unto him. I ſhall, for the more effectual drawing 


of poor ſouls to him, ſhew you what he does fol 
his ſpouſes in theſe following particulars : 
IJ. He pays all their debts. | 
II. He ſupplies all their wants. 
| | | III. He 
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III. He heals all their maladies. 

IV. He bears all their burthens. 

V. He ſweetens all their afflictions. 

VI. He ſubdues all their enemies. 

VII. He minds and manages all their con- 
cerns. 

VIII. He enjointers them in eternal life 
and glory. 


I. He pays all their debts, fully di ſcharging 


their ſouls from all ſin and guilt. No ſooner is 


a woman married to her huſband, but preſently _ 
all her debts become his; he pays all, at leaſt 
is liable ſo to do: In like manner, no ſooner 
is a ſoul eſpouſed to Chriſt, but all her debts to 
law and juſtice become Chriſt s, and he pays all: 
and O how great a thing is this! Friends, we 
are all in debt, deeply in debt to the law and 
juſtice of God: we owe each one of us more 
than our ten thouſand talents, Mat. xviii. 24. 
we lie under whole mountains of fin and guilt : 

we brought fin and guilt into the world with 
us, and the firſt day we were born, divine 


juſtice might have arreſted us, and have caſt us 


into the diſmal priſon of utter darkneſs. No man 
is free from fin, in the ſight of God: no not an 
infant of a day old. For God himſelf ſays, Gen, 


viii. 21. the imagination of man's heart, is evil 
from his youth. Pf. Iviti. 3. the wicked are eſ- 


tranged from the womb ; they go aftr ay as ſoon as 
they be born, ſpeaking lies. John iti. 6. that 
which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh. Pf. li. 5. 
Rom. viii. 6. 7. 8. for Adam ſinned and loſt his 

holy and happy ſtate, the image and union with 
God wherein God had created him, and by ſin 


brought fapent and death upon himſelf; and 


H WS 
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we and all his poſterity have ſinned in and with 
him, he being our common head; and by fin, 
we have all loſt the ſame glory, and brought the 
ſame guilt and condemnation upon us. Hence 
the Apoſtle tells us, Rom. ili. 9-23, we are all 
wnder fin. There is none righteous, no not one; 
there is none that under ſtandeth; there is none that 
feeketh after God. They are all gone out of the 
_ way, they are altogether become unprofitable, there 
is none that doth good, no, not one. All the world 
is become guilty before God, There is no differ- 
ence; for all have ſinned and come ſhort of the glot) 
of God. And again, Rom. v. 12. 18. by one 


man fin entered into the world, and death by fin, 


and death paſſed upon all men, for that all have 
ſinned. Hy the offence of one, judgment came upon 


all men to condemnation, Epheſ. ii. 1. 2. 3. And 


| beſides, every one of us hath transgreſied the 
law of God, not only once, but innumerable 
times, again and again; we thereby have all 


contracted a vaſt debt upon ourſelves, and do 


lie under much actual guilt, and that of a fcat- 
let dye and crimſon-tincture. Alas, we have 
done little but ſinned ever ſince we came into 
the world; and indeed, as long we are out of 
Chriſt, either all we do is fin, or at leaſt we fin 
in all we do: we are every day running up 
new ſcores, adding fin to fin, and guilt to guilt: 
and O how great then muſt our debts to law 
anq juſtice nceds be? you look upon that man 
to be dceply in debt indeed, whoſe dcbts are fo 
many and great, as that he can neither know 
nor count them. And thus it is with us: ſo 
many and ſo great are our fins, and conſequent- 
dy cur debts to law and juſtice, that we can 
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neither know nor count them. David, though 
an holy man, cries out, 20% can under/tand his 
errors? Pal. xix. 12. alas, who of us can 
count the fins of one day? they paſs our know- 


Iedre : and, which is worſe fill, we are under 


a neceflity, whiltt ; in our natural ſtate, of increa- 
ſing our fin and guilt every day and hour. Now 


how ſhall all this debt be paid, this {in and guilt 


be expiated and done away? Why, only by Chiift, 

cloſe with him in a marriage covenant,and your 
ſouls are diſcharged from all. Juftice that ſands 
upon ſatisfaction, it calls for full payment; its 
language is, Pay, or periſh; py or be damned; 

and nothing have We of our own to pay the Jeaft 
of all our debts, nor can we poſſibly right Ged 
for the wrong we have done him by the leu ſt 
ſin; and, which adds to our miſe ry, we are 
every day in danger of arreſts, nor know we how 
ſoon juſtice will, by the hand of that grim ſergeant 
death, clap an arreſt upon us, and caſt us into 
priſon, whence there js no redertiption, until 
we have paid the utmoſt farthing, which can ne- 
ver be. Mat. v. 26. Now, finner, wouldſt thou 
have thy debts paid, thy fins pardoned, and thy 
ſoul freed from the danger of thoſe arreſts? then 
give up thyſelf to Chriſt in a marriage-covenant : 
O this is the only way to diſcharge all. Chriſt 
ſays to Juſtice concerning all his ſpouſes, as Paul 


ſome time did to Philemon concerning Oneſimus; if 


he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee any thing, put 
that upon my account : ſo ſays Chriſt to God 
concerning thee immediately upon thy cloſe with 
him ; Father, if this ſoul hath wronged thee, and 
oweth thee any thing, place it on my account, I 


have taken all his debts upon me, I will be reſpon- 
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ſable to thee for all: Father, this ſoul I bled 


and died for; this ſoul I was made fin and x 


curſe for, whereby thy juſtice is fully- ſatisfied; 
let her therefore be diſcharged. O ſoul, how 


ſhould this draw thee to Chriſt? can{ thou be 


Content to lie under fo great. a debt? and is it a 


ſmall thing to thee, to be in danger of ſo ter- 
rible an arreſt as that of juſtice, which we have 


ſpoken of, is? Suppoſe a man owed ten thouſand 


pounds, and had nothing wherewith to pay, and 
he ſaw himſelfin danger every moment of being 
caſt into priſon ; how ſad wouldſt thou look up- 


on bis caſe to be? and how gladly, thinkeſt 


thou, would he embrace an offer from any to 
diſcharge him from all? Soul, thy caſe is ten 
thouſand times more ſad, and how gladly ſhouleſt 
thou embrace the Lord Jeſus, who would, and 
alone can diſcharge all for thee: in ſhort, we 
read cf /birits already in riſen, 1 Pet. iii. 19. 
Juſtice hus already clapt its arreſt upon thouſands 


and ten thoufands, and lodged them in the priſon 
of eternal darkneſs, and what canſt thou expect 


from it, but to be dealt with in the like manner 


ſpeedily, unleſs thou cloſeſt with Chriſt as thy 


righteouſneſs, to make ſatisfaction for thee ? bis 
righteouſneſs is ſuch as makes a full ſatisfaction, 
and is every way anſwerable to the ſtricteſt de- 
mands of law and juſtice z and by it, he being 


cloſed withal by thee, all thy debts are paid at 


Once. 


II. He ſupplies all their wants, and makes 


bleſſed proviſion for them: it is the part of an 
huſband to ſupply the wants of his wife and to 


make proviſion for her: and this Chriſt does tor 


all his ſpouſes ; he ſupplies all their needs accor4- 
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ing to his riches in glory: they have wants and 


he has fulneſs; they have needs and he hes 


riches ; and he brings his fulneſs to their wants, 


and freely communicates of the one to the 
other: truly we are full of wants, of all forts, 
wants in the ſoul, and wants in the body. Ve 
are poor, and mil rable, and blind, and naked, 
Rev. iii. 17. Yea our wants are ſuch, and ſo 
pinching upon us, that with the prodigal we are 
even periſhing with hunger, Luke xv. 17, Even 


the ſaints themſelves are @ poor and needy people, 


full of wants, Ja. xl. 17. Now how fhul tiete 
wants be ſupplied? Only by Chriit, and do but 
cloſe with him, and he will ſupply all plentifully: 

let it be but a day of eſpouſals between Chrilt 
and you, and all your wants are ſupplicd for 


ever. The truth is, Chriſt is all; he is the 


great All (as one calls him) heav en and earth, 
time and nn grace and glory are all in 


one Chriſt : he ſupplies the ſpiral wants of 


his ſpouſes: do you want life? he that hath 
the Son, hath life, 1 John v. 12. do you want 
grace ? cloſe with Chriſt and he will give you 
glace, abundance of grace, n i. 16. do you 

want peace, cloſe with Chriſt and he will give 


you peace, John xiv. 27. do you want ſtrength 


and righteouſneſs, righteouſneſs for juſtification, 


and ſtrength for ſanctification and obedience? 


cloſe with Chriſt and he will ſupply you with abun- 


dance of both, Ja. xlv. 24. do you want joy and 


conſolation ? 7 with Chriſt, he will in due 
ſcaſon fill you with joy and conſolation, he will 
comfort your hearts, 1 Thef. ii. 16. 17. he ſup- 


| plies all the outward wants alſo of his ſpouſes, 


and that ſo as that they want no good thing. 
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78 The Souls eſpouſal, or 
Pſal. xxxiv. 10. they want no outward good 


thing; but what they want thereof is better 
for them, than the enjoyment of it would be: 


true, they may, and often have but a little of 
outward comforts; but yet then they have much 


in a little, much love, much bleſſing, much of 
Chriſt and the covenant : and therefore a litt. 


which they have, is ſaid better than the riches of 
many wicked, Pſalm xxxvii. 16: beſides, wherein 


they are cut ſhort in temporals, Chriſt often 
makes it up to them in ſpirituals: they are poor 
in this world, but rich in faith, Jam. ii. 5, 


they have not much of the ſtreams, it may be, 
but they have the more of the fountain ; more 
love, and the ſweeter communion with Chriſt: 


in 2 word, whatever either heaven or earth at- 


| fords, ſo bis as they need it, they ſhall have it: 


the Lord will give grace and glory, and no god 


thing will he withhold from them that walk up- 
rightly, Pſal. Ixxxiv. 


with this Chriſt ? ſoul, why ſtandeſt thou oſt 


. O who would not cloſe 


from him ? is there any can ſupply thy wants 


but he? is there any can give thee life, and 


peace, and pardon, and righteouſneſs, and ſal- 
vation, but he? or hadſt thou rather die in thy 
wants, than come to this fountain to be ſup— 
plied? hadſt thou rather periſh in thine own 
poverty than come to this treaſury to be en- 
riched? 


III. He heals all their wounds, and cures all 


their maladies: he is a phyſician to his ſpouſes, 
and ſuch a phyſician, as that though the wound 


be never ſo deep, and the difcaſe f never fo del- 
perate, yet he never fails to work the cure for 


them: O how {ould this allure us to him 
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we, my beloved, have our wounds, as well as 
our wants, we are full of maladies and diſeaſes 
of ſoul: the truth is, from the ſole of the foot to 
the crown of the head, there 1s no ſoundneſs in us, 
Ifa. 1. 6. the faints themſelves have their wounds, 
yea, wounds many times that ſtink, and are cor- 


rupt (as David ſpeaks) P/. xxxviii. 5. indeed, they 


are apt to get freſh wounds every day, wounds in 


their grace, and wounds in their peace; wounds in 
their comforts, and wounds in their conſciences ; 
wounds that ſmart ſorely, and which many times 
bleed, as if they ſhould bleed to death of them : 
well but Chriſt heals all their wounds,. and do 
but cloſe with him in a marriage-covenant, and 
he will heal all thine too, whoever thou art: he 
is that good Samaritan that has oil and wine, 


his blood and Spirit to pour into the wounds of 


his people for the healing of them: by his 


| Pipes ive are healed, Iſa. liii. v. his blood and 


Spirit are a ſovereign balm, which can heal 


the deepeſt wounds and deadlieſt diſeaſes: his 


ſpouſes find it ſo, he reſtoreth my ſoul, ſays David, 


Pſal. xxiii. 3. his ſoul was ſubject to many ails 


and infirmities; but Chriſt reſtored him un- 
der all: need we ſay, is there no balm in Gilead? 


is there no phyſician there © ſurely there is. In- 


deed there is none but Chriſt and his blood that 
can heal our wounds, O ſoul, why ſhouldeſt 


thou not cloſe with him that thou mayeſt be 
healed? Do not thy wounds ſtink ? and ate 


they not ready to rankle and gangrene ? and un- 
leſs Chriſt heals them for thee, muſt thou not 
unavoidably die of them and periſh for ever ? 
muſt thou not ſuffer a cutting off, a cutting off 
from God, a cutting off from Chriſt, a _ 
_ 1 
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off from heaven and all happineſs for ever? and 
wilt thou ſuffer ſuch a cutting off? wilt thou 
be content to die and periiueternally, rather than 
come to Chriſt for healing? 

IV. He bears all their burthens : we are 


commanded to bear one another's burthens; 


eſpecially huſbands ſhould bear the burthens of 


their wives: and this Chriſt does, he bears all 


the burthens of his ſpouſes. Sirs, we all have 


our burthens, many and great burthens, which 


we labour under, durthers within, and bur- 
thens without ; burthens in the fleth, and bur- 
thens in the ſpirit; burthens that make us 


groan under them: being burthened, we groan, 


ſays the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. v. 4. burthens that are 


too heavy for us to bear, as David complained his 
were, P/al. xxxviii. 4. burthens ſometimes that 


make us a burthen to ourſelves, as % com- 
plains of himſelf, 7b vii. 20. yea,  burthens 


that make our very lives a burthen to us: my 


ſoul is weary of my life, ſays Fob, chap. x. I. 
_— how ſhall all theſe burthens be borne? 

» Chriſt will bear them all, he bears all the 
els hes of all his ſpouſes z z and if we will cloſe 
with him in a marriage-covenant, there ſhall 
not that burthen lie upon us, that he will not 


bear ſor us. He bears all his people's burtnens 
_ two ways. | 


1. In a way of ſympathy and compaſſion : he 


weeps with all their tears, and ſighs with all their 


groans: if they are troubled he ; grieves ; if they 
are wounaed, he bleeds, in all things he bears 
the . other _ of the burthen; in all their 
affiifetions he is afflifted, Ia, lxiii. 9. be 
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ern, ſuffer together with us: Or (as the 
apoſtle renders it) he is touched with the feeling 
of cur infirmities, Heb. iv. 15. He 1s deeply 
ſenſible of all our burthens, all our ſorrows : 
ſuch ſometimes is the caſe with the ſaints, that 
among men they have none to pity them, and 
ſympathize with them under their burthens, as 
was David's caſe, Pſal. Ixix. 20. But even then 
Chriſt bears the other end of the burthen, he 
pitics them and ſympathizes with them, and 
that according to the weight of their burthen. 
And O how ſweet is that ? No matter, ſays an 
holy man, how heavy the burthen be, ſo long as 
Chriſt bears the other end of it, 5 

2. In a way of ſuccour and corroboration : 
he does not only bear with them, but alſo he 
gives them ſtrength to bear, and ſtand up under 
the burthen : he puts his everlaſting arms un- 
d:rneath them, Deut. xxxiii. 27. And with 


the promiſe of this he encourages them to 


caſt their burthens upon him; Caft thy bur- 


then upon the Lord, and he ſhall ſuſtain thee; 
ſuccour, and ſupport thee, P/al. Iv. 22. He 


ſtrengthens and ſuccours them, and that an- 
ſwerable to the weight of their burthen. He 
gives them great ſtrength for great burthens, 
great ſuccours for great temptations, and ſo 
makes good his promiſe to them, not ſuffer them 


to be tempted above what they are enabled to 


lear, 1 Cor. x. 13. The poor foul many times 
cries out, Oh, I ſhall fink under the burthen, it 
is too heavy for me to bear. But, ſoul, though 
it be too heavy for thee, yet it is not too heavy 
for Chriſt to bear, and he bears with thee and 
for thee: yea, he does not only bear, but in due 


time he bears away all their burthens for them: 


there 
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the ſame time, with the ſame breath, he ſays, 
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there is not that burthen lies upon any of hi: 
ſpouſes, but he ſo bears it, as at laſt to bear 
it utterly away for them, ſo as they ſhall never 
need to groan under it more, He has already 
born the heavieſt burthen of all for them ; even 
the guilt and puniſhment of their fins ; H: 
bare our fins in his body upon the tree, 1 Pet, 


ii. 24. And again, He bare the fins of many, 


Iſai. liii. 12. And it is well for us that he 
hath borne this burthen; for otherwiſe it muſt 
neceſſarily have funk and cruſhed us for ever, 
we could never have ſtood under it: and as he 
has borne this; ſo he bears, and in due time will 
bear away all for them: are their ſins, the 
jniquities of their holy things, a burthen to 
them, theſe he bears away for them, Exed, 


Xxvili. 38. Are the remainders of original corrup- 


tion a burthen to them? theſe make then 
groan indeed; theſe in due time he bear 
aviay for them, Nom. vii. 24, 25. Art 
their conflicts and temptations a burthen to 
them? theſe he heavy upon ſome : in due time 
he bears theſe away allo : he turns their con- 


flicts into triumphs : Oh how ſhould this comfort 
the hearts of ſaints? And how ſhould it draw 
and allure ſinners to him? O firs, will you fink 


under your burthens rather than have Chriſt to 
bear them for you ? Oh be not ſo cruel to your 
own ſouls | e 

V. He ſweetens all their afflictions for them: 
afflictions they may, and often do meet witha!, 


many and great afflictions. Chriſt tells us, That 


in the world we ſhall have tribulation, John xvi. 
33. But he ſweetens all for them; he turns 
their wormwood into wine, and therefore at 


In 


In me ye 
will fwe 
ſwceten: 


ways. 
1. B. 
municat 
flictions 
people, 
afflictio 
the wat 
fire, it 
with t 
meeteſt 
tions, 
and the 
and ſh: 
to ther 
with | 
nicates 
them, 
that tl 
ſom, 


| leſt ta: 


of his 
bangui 
love 0c 
comfan 
their 
Cant. 
eſt c 


their 
13 


them 
he tl 


1 ay 


union with Chriſt. 83 
In me ye ſhall have peace : as if he ſhould ſay, I 
will fweeten all your tribulations to you, Chriſt 
ſwcetens his people's afflictions to them two 
Ways. 
5 By his preſence with them, and the com- 
munications of his love to them under their af- 
flictions: Chriſt has promiſed to be with his 
people, and to miniſter comforts to them in their 
afflictions, Iſa. xliit. 2. Ihen thou paſſeſt through 
the waters, Iwill be with thee ; and through the 
fire, it ſhall not burn thee; that is, I will be 
with thee in all the ſharpeſt aMictions thou 
meeteſt withall : they meet with many afflic- 


tions, ſickneſs, poverty, reproach, perſecution, 


and the like; but Chriſt is with them in all, 


and ſhews them his love; and this ſweetens all 


to them. The truth is, Chriſt is never more 
with his people, and he uſually never commu- 


nicates more of his love and conſolations to 


them, than when in affliction: then uſually it is 
that they have the ſweeteſt embraces of his bo- 


| ſom, then they have the cleareſt ſights, the ful- 


leſt taſtes, the choiceſt and moſt eminent ſealings 
of his love to them: Then he leads them into his 
banqueting-houſe, and diſplays the banner of his 
love over them; he ſtays them with Hates, and 
comforts them with apples : his left hand is under 
their head, and his right hand doth embrace them; 
Cant. ii. 4, 5, 6, Then he miniſters his ſtrong- 
eſt conſolations to them, comforting them in all 


| their tribulations, 2 Cor. i. 4, 5. The truth 
is, their ſharpeſt afflictions are but to prepare 


them for his ſweeteſt conſolations ; and indeed 


he thercfore oftentimes afflicts them, that he 
| may maniteſt his love, and miniſter conſolations 


to 
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to them; according to that of Hoſea, ii. 14. 
will allure her into the wilderneſs, and ther; 
will | ſpeak comfortably to her; and indeed as 
ſtrong conſolations oftentimes prepare for gat 
afflictions, ſo great afflictions uſually make way 
for ſtrong conſolations. Affidtions (ſays a worthy 
divine) 7s the air, in which Chriſt's love eſpecial 
breathes, and Chriſt and the creſs (ſays he) are 
ſweet company. This, viz. Chiiſt's love and 
_ preſence with his people in their afflictions, is 
what turns their night to day, their darkneſs 
into light, their pains into eaſe, their ſorrow; 
into joys, their loſſes into gains; yea and death 
itſelf into life: Though I walk through the valley 
of the ſhadow of death, yet will I fear no evil, 
_ becauſe thou art with me, Pſal. xxiii. 4. It turns 
a priſon into a pleaſant palace; yea it turns 4 


fiery furnace into a delightful walk; as in the 


caſe of the three children; and this experienced 
ſouls find: O how ſweet are afflictions when 
Chriſt and his love come with them ! 

2. By ſanctifying their afflictions to them 
and working good to their ſouls out of all. 
Sanctified afflictions are ſweet afflictions; they 


meet with afflictions, but Chriſt gives them the 


ſweet fruit, and bleſſed iſſue of them; makes 
them all work together for good to them accord- 
ing to that great oracle, Rom. viii. 23. All things 
ſhall work together for good to them that lere 
God, By theſe he proves their graces, and im- 
proves their experiences ; he makes them all to 
be, as the Gileonites ſometimes were to the 


_ congregation of God, as ſo many hewers & 


wood and drawers of water to their faith, to 
their comforts, to their holineſs on earth, and 


happiness 


happin 
all Fo 
Il hen. 
gd, : 
which 
he reh 
from t 
with / 
affliet1 
a chol 
Iſa. * 
of his 
away 
Iſat. 2 
them 
weans 
er to 
ways, 
grace 
got U. 
reven 
etern 
d Ms 
more 
2 Co 
110 
it is 
Chri 
wear 
ing 2 
how 
true, 
prov 
ens 
vc t. 


union with Chriſt 8 5 
happineſs in heaven: the faith of this ſweetned 
all Job's great and heavy aſflictions to him: 
hen I am tried (ſays he) I ſhall come forth as 
gd, Job xxili. 10. Hereby he tries their faith, 


which is better than gold, 1 Pet. 1. 7. Hereby 


he refines them, and purges away their droſs 
from them, Behold I have refined thee, out not 


with ſilver ; I have choſen thee in the furnace f 


affliction : Or, as you may read it, I have made 


a choice one of thee in the furnace of affliction, 


Iſa. xlvlii. 10. Hereby he makes them partakers 
of his holineſs, Heb. xii. 10. By this he purgeth 
away their iniquity, and taketh away their ſin, 
Iſai. xxvii. 9. In ſhort, hereby he humbles 


them and ſeals inſtruction to them: hereby he 


weans them from the world, draws them near- 


er to himſelf, quickens their hearts in his good 


ways, and raiſes them up to higher ſtrains of 


grace, and pitches in holineſs, than they were 
got up to before: Yea, hereby he increaſes their 
revenue of glory, and adds to their crown in 
eternity. Our light afflictions which are but for 


a moment (lays the Apoſtle) wor# out for us a 
more exceeding and an eternal weight of glory, 


2 Cor. iv. 17. Thus he ſanctifies all; and O 
how doth this ſweeten all! Here is a croſs, 
it is tiue, may the ſoul ſay, but by this crols 


Chriſt does crucify me to fin and the world; he 


weans me from the creature, ſets me a long- 
ing after heaven; and ſo long welcome croſs, 
how heavy ſoever: here is an aſſliction, it is 


true, and it is an heavy one, but by it Chilt 


proves and brightens my Fe and that ſweet— 


ens all: «O what owe I (ſays Rutherford) to 


"the file and hammer of my ſweet Lord Jeſus? 
He 


rn fit —· AS — - 
— . ee = Cre == 


= — 
— 


. 
—— 
— — 


S — 
—— — 


— — — — 


—— 
— 
. — . 


— I CO ties 
— Ws 
— — - 


— — — 
— — 


— 
— 


— 
. — —— 
—— —— — 


— — — 
2 


86 The Soul's eſpouſal, or 
« He hath taught me more (ſays he) by my 


« {1x months impriſonment, than ever ] learnt. 


«© in my mne years paſt miniſtry.” Luther was 
wont to ſay, „ three things made a good mini- 
„ ſter; temptation, aMiction, ſupplication : 18 
the ſame alſo conduce much to the making of 
a good Chriſtian: and indeed, it is ſeldom that 
ever a ſoul comes to any eminency in grace, 


until ſhe has been exerciſed with ſanctified 


afflictions and temptations : and doubtleſs there 


15 many a ſoul who may and muſt ſay, that, 
next to Chriſt, his afflictions have, through his 


grace and bleſſing, been his beſt mercies. O how 
ſhould this draw ſouls to Chriſt, and allure them 
into a marriage covenant with him! Poor ſoul, 
it may be that which Keeps thee from Chriſt, 


is the fear of what afflictions thou mayeſt 


meet with in his ways : But know, (1.) Thou 


mayeſt meet with affliction, yea, firſt or laſt 


thou wilt aſſuredly meet with affliction, though 
thou never cloſeſt with Chriſt : alas, wicked 
men and unbelievers meet with troubles and af- 


flictions, and that even in this world often- 


times: However, to be ſure at laſt, they will 
have a full cup, yea, the very regs, of God's 
wrath poured out unto them : 
with, and fall under ſorer and more dreadfu! 


afflictions, than any thou canſt meet withal in 
the way, and for the ſake of Chriſt; for pray 
conſider, is there any trouble, any affliction thou 


canſt meet withall for Chriſt like to this, for a 
man to die in his ſins, to be ſeparated from 


God for ever, to heve infiniteneſs and eternity 


combined againſt him ? Is there any trouble or 
afflictions like to the torments of the infernal 
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pit, and being the object of infinite wrath for 
ever? and yet this will be the lot at laſt of 
all that cloſe not with Chriſt in marriage re- 


lation. (2.) Whatever afflictions thou mayeſt 


meet withal in the way of Chriſt, cloſing with 
him, he ſweetens all for thee; and that o 
as that thou wouldeſt not have ben without 


them for a world: O ſcare not at the croſs, but 


cloſe in with Chriſt, 

VI. He ſubdues all their enemies for thei i 
true, the poor ſaints and ſpouſes of Chriſt are 
beſet with enemies on all hands; t they have 
many enemies, and mighty ene nies, enemies 


within, and enemies without, and all a confe- 
_ deracy againſt them to deſtroy them, to deſtroy 


their lives, to deſtroy their graces, to deſtroy 
their p-ace and comforts, to deſtroy their fouls 
and happineſs for ever; all like ſo many roaring 


lions ſeeking to devour them: well, "SY 


Chriſt, who is their captain as well as the'r 


huſband, ſubdues and conquers all for them; and, 


firſt or laſt, makes them to ſet their foot up= 


on their necks, and triumph over them: he 


makes them conquerors, yea more than Ccon- 
querors over all, Rom. viii. 37. he makes them 
ſo to conquer them as ſooner or later to gain by 
all their conflicts and oppoſitions: indeed Chriſt 


has already conquered all his people's enemies for 


them. The ſaints have five great enemies, 


Jin, ſelf, the world, the devil, and death; and 


Chriſt has long ſince conquered them all for 
them, and by degrees brings them into the joy- 


ful triumph of that conqueſt. 


1. He has conquered fin for them: he, by 


being made ſin, hath obtained an eternal victory 
| Ly: oyer 


— * — — 
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over fin for all his people: fin is the ſaints great 
enemy ; it is that which wars again/t their aul, 
Rom. vii. 23. 1 Pet. ii. 11. and indeed this is 


that which gives all the reſt an advantage againſt 
them; but even this greateſt enemy Chriſt has 


conquered tor them; hence he is ſaid to have con- 


 demned fin in the feb; he fer fin, condemned fin 


in the fleſh, Rom. viii. 3. 7. e. he by being made 
a ſacritice for fin hath killed and ſubdued fin, paſt 
a ſentence of death and condemnation upon fin 
tor ever: hence alſo our old man is ſaid to be 
crucified with him, that the body of ſin might le 
deſtroyed, Rom. vi. 6. hence allo he is ſaid to 


deſtroy ſin, to take away ſin, and the like: and 


e why, as to the reign and power, as well as 


t e guilt and curſe of it: and this Paul, ated by 


the ſpirit of faitn, could triumph in, even 
wiilſt he was in the ſharpeſt conflicts with fin, 


Jom. vii. 23. 24. 25. 1 thank God through 
Chriſt, (ſays he) for what ? why, for victory 


ver, and deliverance from that law of fin he 


was now conflicting with. 


2. He has conquered ſelf for them: ſelf as 
well as fin, is our deadly enemy: this indeed is 


ancar cloſe enemy, and moſt difficult to be flain ; 
ti.is is an enemy that we are too loth many 
times to have deſtroyed, 
„lich makes woful ſpoil upon us and our hap- 


pircts, 1 often think of the ſpeech of an holy 
Oh, /ays he, if I could be 


and learned divine; * 


* maſter of that houſe-idol, myſelf, my own, 
© my own will, 


to be redeemed from our ſelves, rather than 
© from the devil and the World and preſent! 
again 


and yet an enemy 


wit, credit, and eaſe, how 
bleſſed were 1! O but we have need, ſays he, 


eee 
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arain he cries out, O wretched Idol, myſelf! 


when ſhall I ſee thee wholly decourted, and 
* Chriſt wholly put in thy room ? ' and who that 
have any acquaintance with themſelves do not 


find cauſe to cry out in like manner? Oh this 


ſelf, this wretched ſelf, how great an enemy is 
it! well, but this Chriſt hath conquered, and 
cloſing with him, thou ſhalt by degrees find it to 
die and fall under thee. Paul did ſo, I am cruci- 
fied with Chriſt, ſays he, nevertheleſs I live, yet 
not J, Gal. it. 20. he had an I, a ſelf, which 
ruled in him; but by Chriſt it was crucified 
and ſlain for him, and he was a conqueror over 
it, | 


the men of the world, the things of the world, 
the frowns of the world, the flatteries of the 
world, they all one way or other fight againſt 


them, and are enemies to them. The world 
as well as fin and ſelf, is a mortal enemy to 


them: but this enemy alſo Chrift has ſubdued 
and conquered for them, and he has told them 


ſo much for their comfort under the oppoſitiouis 


they meet with from it; John xvi. 23. be » 
good chear, I have overcome the world, (ſays hc) 


4. d. the world is your enemy, but it is a con- 
quered enemy; it will moleſt and oppoſe you, 
but 1t ſhall not be able to hurt you, for | have 
conquered it for you. And as he has conquered 
it for us, fo he will enable us clofing with him 
by faith to conquer it: ſo 1 Fohnv. 4. this is 


the victory which overcometh the warld, even aur 
faith : the world ſhall not always annoy and in- 
teſt the ſaints, ; 


| 13 


3. He has conquered the world for them: 
take the world in what notion you will, and it is 
in one reſpect or other an enemy to the ſaints; 
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4. He has conquered the devil, yea, all the 
devils in hell for them: the devil is the enem 
of the ſaints, and indeed he is a formidable one; 
1 an adverſary that goes about like a roaring lion, 
| ſeeking whom he may devour, 1 Pet. v. 8. he is 
. a ſubtil, a potent, a malicious, a cruel, and an 
indefatigable enemy: but ſo formidable an ene- 
my as he 1s, Chriſt hath conquered him for 
0 them; hence he is ſaid to have deſtroyed the 
| evil; he partook of fleſh and blood, that through 
. death he might deſtroy him that had the power if 
death, that is the devil, Heb. ii. 14. and to have 


made a ſhew of them openly on his croſs, triumph- 
ing over them, Col. ii. 15. dragging them at his 
[ | chariot wheels; as was the manner ſomctimes 


If mies: the ſum is, that he hath made a complete 
10 and glorious conqueſt over all the devils in hell 
| tor believers: he has conquered them even to 
triumph: Chriſt has conquered the devil for his 
ſpouſes, as to his ruling, reigning, and com- 
manding power, and he will, and does conquer 


ing, and ſeducing power; the God of peace bal 
tread ſatan under your feet ſhortly, Rom. xv:. 20. 
ſhortly, ſoul, the devil ſhall vex thee no more, 
moleſt thee no more, infeſt and annoy thee by 
his temptations no more, | ET 
5. He has conquered death for them : death 
is an enemy: and it is the /a/t enemy that is to 
be deſtroyed, ſo the apoſtle tells us, 1 Cor. xv. 20. 


it is the king of terrors, Job xviii. 14. but this 
enemy hath Chriſt conquered for all his; he 


Jfoiled principalities and powers, and to hate 


for conquerors to deal by their vanquiſhed ene- 


him at laſt, yea ſpeedily, as to his tempting, vex- 


and in itſelf conſidered, a terrible enemy It is, 
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has taken away all its killing power, its ſting 
and curſe, in ſo much that they may holily 
triumph over it, and rejoice in its approach; 
the apoſtle did ſo, 1 Cor. xv. 55. 56. 57. death 
(lays he) is ſwallowed up in victory. O death, 
where is thy /ting © O grave, where is thy victory? 
the fling of death is fin, the ſtrength of ſin is the 
law, but thanks be to God who giveth us the vic- 
tory, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. O what a 
triumph does he here act over death through 
the conqueſt Chriſt has gotten over it for him? 
truly, this enemy is ſo far conquered by him 


for them, that it is become indeed a friend to 


them; and they can, when in a right ſpirit, em- 
brace it as ſuch and long for it as ſuch : Chriſt 
by death has unſtung death, and. in a fort un- 
deathed it: thus Chriſt has conquered all his peo- 
ple's enemies, and they being made one with 
him in a marriage covenant, all his victories 

are theirs and his conqueſts theirs, and they are 
conquerors over all in him ; and oh how ſweet, 
how encouraging is this! and how ſhould 
it win fouls to cloſe with him! poor ſoul, thou 


ſceſt thyſelf environed with enemies, thou art 
hard beſet on all hands, legions of luſts and 


devils attend with ſelf, death, and the world, 


and oppoſe themſelves againſt thee ; and thou art 


often crying out, as David in another caſe, 2 
Sam. iii. 19. I am weak, and theſe men the 3 
of Leruiah, are too ftrong for me : yea, thou art 


ready to ſay of them, as he 3 in his 


unbelief did of Saul, 1 Sam. xxvii. 1. { ſhall 
one day periſh by the hand of Saul: . I am a 
weak nothing creature, and am unable to 
grapple with. the leaſt of all mine enemies; 


and 
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and how then ſhall I ſtand up againſt them al]? 
ſurely I ſhall periſh by them at laſt : well, ſoul, 
but know for thy encouragement, that all thine 
enemies are conquered by Chrift, and though 
they are too ſtrong for thee, yet they are not 


too ftrong for Chriſt to grapple with, and 


make thee a conqueror over. When the propher's 
ſervant ſaw what a great and formidable 5% 
compaſſed the city, he cried out, alas! my ma- 


fer, what ſhall we do? and what did his maſter 


_ anſwer him? fear not (ſaid he) for they that be 
with us, be more than they that be with them, 
2 Kings vi. 15. 16. ſo poor ſoul, when thou 
conſidereſt what great and formidable enemies 


do compaſs thee about, thou crieſt out to one 


and another; Alas, fir, what ſhall I do? but! 
would ſay to thee as the prophet to his ſervant; 
Fear not, there is more with thee than with 
them; thou haſt Chriſt with thee, to fight and 
overcome all for thee, therefore chear up, give 


up thyſelf unto him; and the victory over /in, 
 felf, world, death, devil, and all, is thine for 
ever. Oh, ho would not have ſuch a huſ- 


band ? 


mind and manage the concerns of his wife, and 
to have a natural care both of her and them: 


and thus it is with Chriſt, he manages all his 
people's concerns, and that in heaven, on earth, 


and in their own fouls, | | 
1. He minds and manages all their concerns 


in heaven for them: their affairs lie much in 


heaven, their buſineſs there is great; and Chriſt 
their huſband minds all, and tranfacts all for 


VIE. He minds and manages all their con- 
cerns for them : it is the part of an huſband to 
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them, and that faithfully : indeed he went thi- 


ther on purpoſe to tranſact their affairs for 
them : hence he is ſaid to have entered not into 


the holy place made with hands, but into heaven it 


ſelf, there to appear in the preſence of God for 


them, Heb. ix. 24. hence alſo he is ſaid to be an 


advocate with the Father for them, 1 John ii. 1. 
he pleads with the Father for them : have they 
a petition to preſent to the Father for this or 
the other mercy ? he preſents and prefers it for 
them: he takes all their prayers, and ſprinkles 
them with his own blood, perfumes them with 
the odours of his own incenſe, and then tenders 
them to the Father with his own hand, Rev, 
viii. beg, we pray very brokenly, but he mends 
our prayers ; yea, oftentimes, when we cannot 


pray, when we cannot ſpeak for ourſelves, he 
ſpeaks for us and prefers our petitions for us: 


are there charges and accuſations brought in 
againſt them, either by ſatan the accuſer of the 
brethren on the one hand, or by the Jaw and 
juſtice of God, which are daily wronged and 
violated, on the other hand? why, Chriſt inter- 
poſes for them, he anſwers all, and invalidates 
all, he rebukes ſatan, Zech. iii. 2. in the fiiſt 
verſe we find Zoſhuah ſtanding before the angel of 
the Lord, and ſatan ſtanding at his right hand 
to reſiſt (or accuſe) him; and in the ſecond verſe 


we have Chriſt ſharply rebuking ſatan for his 
accuſation ; the Lord ſaid unto raw: The Lord 


rebuke thee, O ſatan, even the Lord that hath 


choſen Feruſalem rebuke thee ; and as he rebukes 


ſatan, ſo he ſatisfies the law and juſtice of the 
Father : hence he is ſaid to make interceſſion for 
them, and that to the overthrowing of all thoſe 
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counterpleas, which law or juftice can put in 


againſt them, Rom. viii. 33, 34. have they fin- 
ned, and do they need a new pardon, need to 


have things ſet right and even between God and 


them afreſh ? this alſo Chrift does for them; 
if any man ſin, te have an advocate with the Fa. 
ther, Chrift Jeſus the righteous, and be. is th; 
prepitiation for our fins, 1 John ii. 1. 2. while 
they through weakneſs and temptation are ſin- 
ning on earth, he out of his grace and love i; 


pleading with the Father for them in heaven: 


thus he minds all their concerns in heaven for 
them. | 


2. He minds and manages all their concerns 


on earth for them : the ſaints have their affairs 
and concerns on earth among men, as well as in 


heaven with the Father, and Chriſt their huſ- 
band minds and tranſacts all theſe likewile for 
them. Indeed he is ever mindful of them and 


at work for them, viz. to do them good, 
and to promote their intereſt ; hence, lays he, 


the Father worketh hitherto, and I work, John 
v. 17. I am always at work for your good, 
Are they wronged and oppreſſed by enemies? 


he avenges all their wrongs : hence he is ſaic ts 
reprove kings for their ſakes, Pal. ev. 14. and 
elſewhere to plead their cauſe againſt their ene- 


mies, and the like. Do they need deliverance 
and ſalvation out of troubles and diſtreſſes? -: 
brings ſalvation to them, Ifa. Ixiii. 9. do they 


| need conduct and guidance through their difficul- | 
ties and temptations in the wilderneſs of the 


world? he leads and guides them; he leads Jo- 


ſeph lite a flock, Pſal. Ixxx, 1. and elſe-where, IJ 
ill guide thee with mine eye: he carries them 
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union with Chrift. 95 
through all their ſtraits, and all their difficulties, 
and even when he ſeems moſt to forget them, 
even then he is ever mindful of them, and of 
their concerns: for he hath grauen them upon 
the palms of his hands, and their walls are con- 
tinually before him; and though they often ſay, 
the Lord hath forſaken me, and my God hath for- 
gotten me; yet he never forſakes or forgets them, 
nor can he; no, a woman may ſooner forget her 
fucking child, and not have compaſſion upon the ſon 
of her womb, than he can forget his people, 

ſa. xlix. 14, 15, 16. | 

3- He minds and manages all their concerns 

for them in their own ſouls : the ſaints have many 
and great concerns to be minded within them, 
concerns of great moment and importance; and, 
were they to be minded and managed only by 
themſelves, they would make but poor work: 
O! but Chriſt their huſband minds and manages 
all theſe likewiſe for them; and to be ſure they 
cannot miſcarry in his hand: he gives them his 
Spirit to work all their works in them and for 
them: he obſerves what grace, what ſtrength, 


what counſel, what comfort they ſtand in need 


of, and by his Spirit miniſters all to them : hence 
he is ſaid to give them grace and mercy to help in a 
time of need, ſeaſonable ſupplies, Heb. iv. 16. 
and to be both the author and finiſher of their faith, 
Heb. xii. 2. he minds and obſerves how the 
great work goes on in their ſouls, and he takes 
care for the proſpering and perfecting of it: O 


how ſhould this draw us to Chriſt and encourage 


us to accept of the offers of his love ? 
VIII. He enjointers them in eternal life and 

glory: huſbands uſe to make jointers to their 
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wives, they entitle them to ſuch or ſuch lands and 
inheritances; ſo Chriſt enjointers all his ſpouſes 
in no leſs than eternal life and blefledneſs : he 


makes over a great jointer to them, glory, a 


weight of glory, an exceeding and an eternal 
werght of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. an inheritance in 
hight, Col. i. 12. an inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 1 Pet. i. 4. 
a kingdom, an everlaſting kingdom, an everla/t- 
ing kingdom prepared far them before the frun- 
dation of the world, Mat. xxv. 34. 4 crown of 
life, Rev. ii. 10. a crown of righteouſneſs, 
2 Tim. iv. 8. a crown of glory, which never 
fades, never withers, 1 Pet. v. 4. the truth is, 


he endows them with all his riches, with all Lis 


treaſures, with all his dignities, with all the pri- 
vileges of his houſe, with all the purchaſe of his 
blood, with all the bleſſings of his love, with all 
the treaſures of heaven, with all the glories of 
eternity; look, whatever is in the promiſes, what- 


ever is in the covenant, whatever is in the glo- 
rious counſel of his grace; look, whatever the 


preſence of God, the face of God, the boſom 


of God can afford: look, whatever the heart of 


God could give, the wiſdom of God contriv?, 


the power of God produce, or the blood of 


God purchaſe; that, all that, does Chriſt en- 
jointer his people in. O firs, how ſhould this 
draw and allure us to Chriſt ! is heaven and 
eternal liſe worth nothing? are all the glotics 
of eternity of no value? O who are you, that 
Chriſt ſhould be willing to inſtate you into all 
this? in yourſclves you are lying in the lap and 
buſom of hell, heirs of wrath and condemnation, 
in danger every moment of ſinking into the in- 
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union with Chriſt. 9 
fernal pit: but lo! Chriſt comes and makes 
love to you, and if you will accept of him, he 
will entitle you unto life and bleſſedneſs, to 
ſuch things as eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
nor hath it entred into the heart of man to con- 
ceive of, 1 Cor. ii. 9. take him therefore, I 


beſeech you, into your molt intimate embraces. 


Thus you ſee in part, what great things Chriſt 
does for his ſpouſes : now will you accept of 
him, or will you not? may I not ſay to you, 


as Saul ſometimes did to his ſervants ? hear 
now, will the ſon Jeſſe give to every one of you 
fields and vineyards, and make you captains of 


theuſands © 1 Sam. xxii. 7. ſo, will fin, or the 
world, to which you are naturally wedded, do 
ſuch great things for you as Chriſt will ? will 
theſe pay your debts for you, ſupply your wants 


for you, heal your wounds for you, and the 


like ? will theſe ſecure your eternal intere{t for 
you, and make you happy in the other world as 
Chriſt would? alas! they can do none of all 
this: O cloſe, cloſe therefore with Chritl, who 
Can 2nd wull do all. 
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IV bich epens a little the heart of Chriſt, and 


ſvews how much be 15 fel upon an ge : 


wilh fnners. 


URELY Chriſt is the beſt huſband ; and 
none can do ſuch great things as he for his 
ipouſes, which renders an cſpouſal to him very 


deſirable: but will he take ſuch as we are into 
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ſo near a relation with him? has he any mind, 
any licait to the buſineſs? Any mind, any heart ? 
tis heart is ſct upon nothing more than an ef- 
pouſal with ſinners coming to, him, his ſoul 
longs after them : never did the moſt paſſionate 


lover more long for an elpouſal between him 


and his beloved, than Chriſt does for an eſpouſal 
between himſelf and finners: and becauſe [ove 
is the loadſtone of love, and the moſt powerful 
attractive in order to the more effectual drawing 
and alluring of your ſouls to Chriſt, I ſhall a 
little in a few particulars open my ſweet Lotd's 
heart to you in this buſineſs, and O that the 
reports of his love to you, and his willingneſs to 
ſpouſe you to himſelf, might draw your hearts 
out a little in love to bim, and wor k you into a 
nen to be eſpouſed. 

Such is the heart of Chriſt; and ſo ſet up- 


on an cſpouſal with finners, that he willingly 


became incarnate, bled, and died in order here- 
unto; and ch, how ſhould this draw us to him? 


ſhould you fee a man do ſome great act of ſelf- 
denial and abaſcment, and withal freely venture 


his lite in order to his obtaining ſuch or ſuch an 
one to his wife, you would caſily conclude, that 


luis heart was much ſet upon eſpouſal with her : Ic 


then! Chriſt has greatly denicd and abaſed him- 
lelf, he became incarnate, and not only freely 
ventured but laid down his life in order to 
an cſpouſal between himſelf and ſinners; and 
low much then muſt his heart be in the 
ee 1 
He became incarnate in order hereunto; 
oy bY not Chrift been incarnate we could never 
Nd have been eſpouſcd unto him, nor have 
enjoyed 
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enjoyed conjugal communion with him: but that 
we might be capable of and arrive unto ſuch an 
happineſs, he who in himſelt was the eternal Son, 
freely became incarnate, allumed human nature 
into union with his divine perſon : hence it is 
faid, that the Word was made fleſh, John i. 
not that there was a tranſmutation of ON "1 
into fleſh; but the Word of God, that is, God 
the Son, the ſecond perſon in Trinity, aſſumed 
fleſh, the human nature into union with hümſelt, 
and ſo near is that union into which the hu— 
man nature is aſſumed with the perſon of tle 
Son of God, as that, that nature hath no ſuv- 
ſiſtence but what it has in his divine perſon, 
and for that end, among others (as a learned 
divine hath well ob! erved) it is ſo expreſſed; 
the Mord was made fleſh : namely, to denote the i. 

finite nearneſs of that union which our nature is 
_ taken into with the divine prrſon, it being ſe ne, 
as that it hath no ul ſiſtence of its wn; but 
is, as it were, wholly melt:d into the per nas 
lity of the Son of Ged ; Hence alſo he is fad. 
to partake of fieſh and blood, to be manife/1. Al 
in the fleſh, and the like: and oh | what an 
act of telt-denial and abaſement was this! an 
how great was Chriſt's condeſcenſion herein! in 
Phil. ii. 6, 7. the apoſtle ſpeaks of it as the 
greateſt abaſement he could ſtoop unto: wh 
{ fays he, ſpeaking of Chriſt ) being in the form 
of God, ar it no robbery io be equal with G, 
but made himſelf of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a Servant, and was made in the 
likeneſs of Men pray mark, he was in the form 
of God; that is, he was truly and really God, 
as the Father was ; and he thought it no Rob- 
OG bery 


100 The Soul's eſpouſal, or 


bery to be equal with God; i. e. he had all 


thoſe divine excellencies and perfections in him, 
which the Father had in him; and yet ( fays 
be) he took upon him the form of a ſervant, 
and was made in the likeneſs of men: that is, 


he became incarnate, he became man: woll, 
and what does this argue? even infinite conde- 
ſcenſion; therefore lie tells us, that herein hie 


became of no reputation, or, as the Greek 


he emptied himſelf, to wit, of his glory; his 


glory was veiled and clouded hereby; the glory 


of his God head was eclipſed; 'tis true indecd, 
his God-head was not hereby loſt, or laid aſide; 

no, he was as much, and truly God after his 
incarnation as he was before: he did not 


ceaſe. to be God, by becoming man; but (as 
one of ths aucients cxpreſſes it) be awas made 


that which he was not; and yet remained that 
which he was: he was made man, yet ſo as 


that he {till remained to be God: but though 


his God-head was not loſt, or laid aſide here- 
by; yet hereby was the glory of it veiled tora 
time, and he was content to have it fo ; oh 


how great a condefcenftion was this? oh! for 
him that was God, God equal with the Father, 


to become man, to cover himſelf with the 
coarſe veil of our flcſh, and be content fur fo 


long a time to hide the glory of his deity, 


which was infinitcly dear to him; and all this 
to make way for an eſpouſal between himſelt 


and poor ſinners; what telf-abaſement was this? 
and how ſhould it encourage ſouls to look alter 
an bo rg to him | 


| He not only became incarnate, but alſo 
bei bled, and died in order hereunto, which 
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is a further diſcovery of his heart herein; being 
(ſays the apoſtle) found in faſhion as a man, 
he humbled himſelf, and became obedient unte the 
death, even the death of the croſs, i. e. to the 
moſt formidable death, a death of pain, a death 
of ſhame, an accurſed death, Phil. ii. 8. Hence 
alſo *tis ſaid, that he gave himſelf an offering 
and a ſacrifice to God for us, Eph. v. 2. Yea 
not only did he bleed, and ſuffer, and die; but 
he did all freely, and with much readineſs, and 
enlargedneſs of foul, hence he is ſaid to have 
poured out his ſoul unto death, Ifa. liii. 12. He 
ſeemed in an holy manner prodigal of his life 
in the caſe; he thought neither blood, nor lit-, 
nor any thing too much for them: oh! how 
much does this argue his heart to be upon the 
buſineſs ? it ſpake Jacob's heart to be much ſet 

upon Rachel to have her to wife, that he coul. 
% content to undergo ſo much hard ſervice for 
her as he did, even ſeven years ſervice. faces 
(it is ſaid ) ſerved ſeven years for Rachel, yea, 
and they ſeemed to him but a few days, for the 

3ve he had to her, Gen. xxix. 20. 80 ſure 
it argues Chriſt's heart to be much ſet upon 
an eſpouſal with ſinners, that he was content 
not only to ſerve, but even bleed, and die 
for them in order hereunto: O firs, behold, 
and wonder; Chriſt comes from heaven, quits 
his throne, leaves the boſom of bis Father, in 
which he had with infinite delight lain from 
eternity! behold and wonder, the Lord of lite 
dies, the God of bleffing was made a'curlr. 
The infinitely beloved Son treads the wine- 
Preſs of the Father's wrath, heaven d<(c< nds 
into hell, glory veils and eclipſes itſelf under 
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ſhame and ignominy, the infinitely holy one is 
made ſin; and all this to redeem ; and redeem- 


ing, eſpouſe poor ſinners to himfelf ! and is 


not his heart upon the buſineſs think you ? and 
has he not love for them? oh be not. faithleſs, 
but believing. | 
2. Such is the heart of Chriſt, and ſo ſet 
upon an eſpouſal with ſinners, that he con- 
deſcends ſweetly to woo them, and ſollicit 
them for their love and acceptance of him: 
ſhould you ſee a man with all earneſtneſs and 
importunity wooing a virgin, and making love 
to her, following her from day to day with re- 
newed offers and ſollicitations you would con- 
clude his heart was much ſet upon an eſpouſal 
with her : and is it not thus with the Lord Je- 


ſus toward poor ſinners? does he not Wo 
them, and make love to them, and that with 


all earneſtneſs and preſſing importunity, follow- 


ing them with renewed offers and ſollicitations | 


from day to day; now he meets them in this 


ordinance, and there he woos them, and. 


makes love to them; anon he meets them in 
that ordinance, and there woes them, and 
makes love to them: now he ſends his miniſters, 
and by them woos them, and makes love 
to them; anon he ſends his Spirit, and by 
him woos them, and makes love to them: 
thus he is every way, and upon all occaſions 
wooing them. And in his wooing of them 
How earneſtly does he call, and invite them 
to himſelf ! it is not a cold offer or a flight 


motion only, that he makes to them, but he 


moves, and offers, calls, and invites with all 
earneſtneſs and importunity : ho, every one that 


thirjleth, came ye to the waters, come ye, ya, 
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ame, Iſa. lv. 1. and again, the Spirit and the 
bride ſay, Come; and let him that is athirſt, 
E tame, Revel. Xii. 17 


How vigorouſly does he plead and expoſtulate | 
the buſineſs with them? Chriſt does not only | 
call, and invite; but he alſo pleads, and ex- 
poſtulates with ſinners in the caſe, and that in 
the moſt winning way, and with the moſt 
weighty arguments that poſſibly may be: Ho, 

 # every one that thirſteth, come unto the waters; 

| BB inherefore do you ſpend your money for that which 
not bread, and your labour for that which ſatiſ- 
fieth not? incline your ear, and come unto me, 
hear and your ſouls ſhall live, and 1 will mate 
with you an everlaſting covenant, even the ſure 
| mercies of David, 1/a. lv. 2, 3. and again, turn 

5 ye, turn ye, why will you die, O houſe of Iſrael; 

| Ezek. XxxXiii. II. I have no pleaſure in your 

damnation 3 but had rather that you would 
come unto me, and live: why will you die? 
is not lite better than death? is not heaven 
better than hell? is not my love better than luſt ? 

| are not the pleaſures of my preſence, and at my 

5 right hand, which are for evermore, better than 
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be pleaſures of fin, which arg but for a ſeaſon, 
a ſhort ſeaſon? why will you die! is there no 
balm in Gilead, is there no phyſician there? am not 


[ able to ſave you to the uttermoſt ? and are not 
muy arms wide open to receive you: have not I 
dicd for that very end, that you might live ? 

| look, here is my blood, here are my wounds, 
* | behold me in the garden, and ſee me bleeding 
there for you: behold me upon the croſs, and ſee 
me bleeding, yea bleeding to death there for 
you; and then ſee, if you can find in your 
= Fe, a i heart 
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heart to refuſe me any longer? in ſhort, would 
you not loſe all your coſt and all your labour? 
would you enjoy good, the beſt good,. the moſt 
ſatisfying good? have you any mind to life and 
would you have your ſouls live for ever ? have 
you any mind to my covenant, and all the 
riches and treaſures of that? then accept 


of me and my love, in whom you ſhall have all. 


How ſweetly doth he melt, and how tenderly do 


his bowels yearn towards them and over them? 


he comes to them not only with invitations in 
his lips, but alſo with tears in his eyes, and 


tender compaſſion in his heart, ſtrongly work- 


ing towards them: now he weeps, and then 
he groans; now he drops a figh, and then a 


tear; and all to melt their hard and unbelieving 


hearts, to draw, and allure them to himſe . 
O Feruſalem, Feruſalem (ſays he) how often 
would I have gathered thee? Math. xxiii. 37. 


the repetition of the name ſhews the depth of ls 


love and commiſeration towards them: and in- 
deed, methinks I ſee how the tender heart of 
my dear Lord melts and even bleeds over this 
unbelieving city and in them all unbelieving ſin— 
ners to whom he offers himſelf: he is melted 
into tears towards them, fo you have it, Luke 1x, 
41. 42. in Mat. he groans only, but in Lute 
he both weeps and groans: lo then! here is 
ſweet Jeſus weeping and groaning: here 1s 
the joy of the whole carth weeping and groan- 
ing; and that over Fernſalem, a bloody city, a 
city embroiled in the blood of his ſaints, and a 


city thirſty of his own blood, a city full of wick- 
edneſs, full of the contempt of his goſpel, his 
grace, his ſalvation. 


How _ 
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How freely and openly does he reveal and 
ofter himſelf to them? the offer, Chriſt makes, 
is not a limited offer ; but general and extenſive to 
all; nor is it an offer made upon hard and ſevere 
terms; but upon terms of grace and love, 
lot unto me, and be ſaved, all ye ends of the earth, 
Ila. xlv. 22. Ile, every one that thirſteth, come 
ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; 
come ye, buy, and eat, yea, come buy wine, and 
milk without money and withqut price, Iſa. 
Iv. 1. Come unto me all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and I will give you reſt ; Mat. xi. 
28. IF hoever is a t hinſt, let him come unto me, 
and drink, John vii. 37- Behold T ſtand at the 
door, and buck, if any man will hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in, Rev. lit. 20. 
And again whoever will, let him come, and take 0 
the water of life freely, Rev. xxii. 17. Mark, 
all, every one whoever will, though never ſo 
vile and ſinful, never ſo black and deformed, 


though he has been never fo deſperate an enemy 


to me and my glory: ſurely, were not his heatt 
much in the buſineſs he would not thus freely, 
and unlimitedly offer himſelf. 

How aftcCtionately does he beſcech, and in- 
treat them ? the tender trembling child cannot 
more affectionately intreat and beſeech his of- 
fended father to ſpare him, and be reconciled 
unto him, than Chriſt docs intreat and beſeech 


offending ſinners to be eſpouſed to him, and be 


made happy by him for ever: now then we are 
embaſſadors for Chr i/t (ſays the Apoſtle), as though 
God did beſeech you by us, we pray you in Chriſt's 
ſtead be ye reconciled to God 2 Cor. v. 20. Pray 


mark, here is praying, and beſceching ; the 


Lord 
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Lord of glory, as it were, upon his knees to 
poor ſinners begging them to accept of him, and 
his love: we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, i. e. i 
is not we but Chriſt by us, that prays and be— 


ſeeches you: O, what condeſcenſion is this! 


once more, | 
How ſweetly does he draw and allure them ? 


draw me (ſays the ſpouſe) and we will run after 


thee, Cant. i. 4. And indeed he does draw and 
allure ſouls, and that with admirable ſweetneſs : 
F drew them with cords of love, with the bands 


a man (lays he) Hof. xi. 4. Now he ſets his 
beauty, riches, and glory before them, thereby 


to draw and allure them, anon he drops a little 
myrrh upon the handle of the lock; he gives 
them ſome little taſte and feeling of his grace 
and love, thereby to draw and allure them: now 


he ſweetly inſinuates his love to them: he tells 
them, how much his heart is upon them, what 


great things he has done and ſuffered for them, 


and how that he has no deſign upon them, but 


to make them happy for ever; anon he lets them 
ſee how infinitely happy a marriage union and 
communion with him would make them; be 
lets in ſome ſmall glimpies of heaven and glory 


upon them ; he opens the treaſures of his cove- 
nant and kingdom to them: and all this to draw 


and allure them to himſelf; and over, and above 
all this, he ever and anon comes, and as it were, 


takes the foul aſide, and by the ſtill voice of his 
Spirit, makes love to her: come, poor ſoul (ſays 
he) look upon thy bleeding, dying ſaviour ; 


come, ſee, what I have done, and ſze what I 
have prepared for thee, ſee what treaſures of 
life, and love, of grace and glory there are in 
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me: look, here is my love, taſte and ſee, if it 


to be not better than wine: here is my boſom, 
d make thy bed in it, and ſee if it be not a warm 
i boſom: come, ſoul, though thou haſt no love 
_ for me, yet I have love for thee and would fain 


L have thee happy for ever : why therefore ſhouldeſt 
thou ſtand at ſuch a diſtance from me? thus he 


? IB ſweetly wooes and ſollicits them for their love | 
* and acceptance of him. Now, ſoul, does he 
d thus woo thee? and wilt thou refuſe him? If | \ 
E ſo, know, that the time of love will not al- | 
ls ways laſt: yea, and the time will come, when ö 
ls though thou calleſt, and crieſt, yet he will not hear: ; 
Y let me therefore ſay to thee, as Paul to his Corin- 
e | thians- receive not the grace of God in vain ; for | 
$ behold, now is the accepted time, now 1s the day of 

e ſalvation. | LEY 1 : 

y 3. Such is the heart of Chriſt, and ſo ſet 

5 upon an eſpouſal with ſinners, that he not only 

t thus woos them, but alſo waits long upon them, 


, often renews the offers of his love to them, and 
t puts up many horrid affronts and provocations 
1 at their hands; if at laſt he may prevail with 
] them. Suppoſe a man ſhould not only make 
© love to a perſon, but he ſhould alſo wait long 
/ upon her in the tenders of his love, and that 
5 though he met with many affronts and unkind- 
5 nefles from her; this you would ſay, would ar- 
8 gue his heart to be much ſet upon her: and is 

it not thus with Chriſt towards poor ſinners? 

O how long does he wait upon them ? how 
3 often does he renew the offers of his love to 
them? and what affronts, indignities, and un- 
kindneſſes does he bear with at their hands? 
tevald, 1 fland at the door and knock (ſays he) 

„ i » 
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Kev. iii. 20. ſtanding is a waiting poſture - 
Chriſt does not give a call or a knock at the 
door of the ſinner's heart, and away.; no, he 
ſtands knocking, he gives call after call, and 


knock after knock, being ever ready to enter, 


if the ſoul will at all open to him: ſo again, 4 


the day long have I flretched forth my hands toa diſ- 
obedient and gain-ſaying people; a people that 


provoketh me to anger continually to my face, Iſa. 
Ixv. 2, 3. Rom. x. 21. all the day long Chrift 
waits day after day, and week after week, 
and month after month, and year after year up- 
on finners; yea, and many affronts and indiz- 


nities does he put up, and paſs by for them ! a!! 
the day long have I ſtretched forth my hands, 


opened the arms and boſom of my love, and that 


ta a gain-ſaying and rebellious people, an oppo- 


ſing, refuſing, reſiſting people, a people that 
provoked me to my face continually every day, a 


people that are daily loading me with their ſins 
and provocations; a people that will not let me 
90 one day without affronting me, and that to 
my face; a people that are every day daring me 


to damn them: O what patience is this? S0, 


Mat. xxili. 37. C Ferufalem, Jerujalem, hiw 


eften would I have gathered thee, and 1 


wouldeſt not? how often? not once, or twice, 
or ten times; but very often : it denotes that he 
waited long upon them, and ſtrove long with 


them, and that after many and often repeatcd 


affronts and refuſals on their part, he ſtill tende- 
red himſelf and his love to them; and thus he 
deals by ſinners ſtill, he tenders himſelf and 
his love to them, but they will have none ct 
lim; he renews his offers, and they renew 
| i their 
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their refuſals: they ſpurn at his love, yet he 
makes love ſtill, he tells them what great pre- 


parations he has made, and how all things are 
ready, and how welcome they ſhall be to the 
marriage-feaſt ; but they make light of all, pre- 
ferring a worldly intereſt before him and it, Mat. 


XX1i. 1-14. Well, however, he leaves them not, 


but ſends again, and cal's again, notwith- 
ſtanding all. They do in effect tell him, they 
deſire neither him nor his grace, that they had 


rather enjoy their luſts, than his love: they abuſe 


his grace, they deſpiſe his corrections, they 
flight his calls, they reſiſt his ſpirit : O what 
aftronts are theſe ! and after all this, it may be, 
he renews his ſuit, laying himſelf and his love 
at their feet, if yet he may win them to him: 
Oh, how much muſt his heart be upon an eſpou— 
ſal with them ! ſoul, let it melt thee into love 
to him: Oh, who would ,withſtand ſuch a 
Lord, ſuch a lover | what? woo, and wait ſo 


long too, put up ſuch, and ſo many aftronts, 


and ſtill make love? was ever love like this, and 


- patience like this? 


4. Such is the heart of Chriſt, and ſo ſet upon 
an eſpouſal with ſinners, as that he has laid 
himſelf under bonds to receive them, and accept 
of them, in caſe they are willing to be eſpouſed 
to him; and what greater diſcovery of his heart 
than this ? ſhould a young man lay himſelf un- 
der bonds to marry ſuch or ſuch a woman, though 
as yet ſne hated him, and were utterly averſe from 
him; you would ſurely conclude, that his heart 


was much ſet upon a match with her, and truly 


this iz no more than Chriſt the Lord of glory 


| hath done: he is become bound to marry poor 


E ſinneis 
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ſinners to himſelf, yea, though at preſent they 
hate him, and are altogether averſe from him, 
yet in caſe they ſhall at laſt be willing to cloſe 
with him, he is become bound to receive them: 
he is become bound both to the Father, and to 
them. 

Et] He is bound to the Father to receive ſin- 
ners and eſpouſe them to himſelf, in caſe they 
come to him; ſo much is held forth in John vi. 

27. Labour not Fit the meat that periſheth, but 
for that whic 
which the ſon of man ſhall [mark] ſhall give unto 
you; for him hath God the Father ſealed: that is, 
| God the Father hath ordained and appointed 


Chriſt, he has laid a law upon him to give eter- 


nal life; and therefore himſelf, to ſinners, com- 


ing to him; and we may therefore reſt aſſured 


that he will do it: yea, Chriſt looks upon him- 


| ſelf as under a law from the Father to do it, 


and therefore ſays, thy law is within my heart; 
P/al. xl. 8. Thy law: what law? why, the 
law of his mediatorſhip, which commands him 
as to die for ſinners ſo to accept of ſinners when 
they come unto him, and ſurely he that ſo freely 
fulfilled it in the one, will not be diſobedient to 
it in the other: in a word, in that covenant 
(by divines called the covenant of e 


which paſt between the Father and Jeſus Chriſt 
from eternity concerning the ſalvation of ſinners, 
Chriſt became bound to the Father to receive all 
that ſhould come to him, and he will be faithful. 


7225 vi. 3740. 


2.) He is bound to ſinners themſelves in the 
caſe : he has indeed given them his bond, he has 


given them hi promiſe, which! is his bond, and 
A ſtrong 


endures unto everlaſting life, 


3 Eun OCD ww. dw ea. OS. 4-1 
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a ſtrong one too, an invincible obligation, and 
the ſoul may look on it as ſuch : but where is his 
promiſe ? truly the whole goſpel is but as it were 
one general promiſe made by him to this pur- 


poſe : but take one for all the reſt, '7ohn vi. 37. 


All that the Father giveth me ſhall came unto me, 
and him that cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe 
caſt out, i. e. I will moſt aſſuredly receive him, 
and beſtow myſelf and eternal life upon him, 
and how often has he renewed this bond of his | 


yea, and that it might be firm and valid to our 
faith, as well as in itſelf, he hath hereunto ad- 


ded his ſeal, and that ſuch a ſeal as renders it al- 
together unqueſtionable z for it is the ſeal ot 
his own blood: hence the goſpel is called . 
new Teſtament in his blood, that is, ſealed an | 


ratified in his blood, Luke xxii. 20. and his blood 
is called the blood of the covenant ; becauſe the 
covenant and promiſes thereof are ſealed wit! 


that blood, Heb. ix. 16 28. Vea, more yet, it 
his promiſe and his ſeal be not enough, they 
ſhall have more, for to both theſe he has added 


his oath for their further ſecurity inthe caſe, Ve- 
« rily, verily (ſays he) he that believeth on me, 
„ hath everlaſting life: and ſhall not come into 


„ condemnation; ** and again, „ Vetily, verily, 
« the hour cometh, and now is, when the dead 
„ ſhall hear the voice of the ſon of God, and they 


6“ that hear ſhall live, John v. 24, 25. As 1 


live, was the form of God's oath in the old 


teſtament, and he there ſwears he hath no 


pleaſure in the death of ſinners, but had ra- 
ther they would turn and live, Ezeh, xxxiii, 
11. And Verih, verily, is the form of Chriſt's 
oath in the new teſtament, and he there (you 
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ſce) ſwears that ſouls ſhall live coming to him, 
O happy. we (as one of the ancients cries out) 
for whoſe ſakes God doth ſwear, but O unbelieving 
we, if we do not believe him ſwearing. Thus 
Chriſt hath given us his bond, his promiſe, and 


that ſealed with his blood, and to all added his 


bath, for the further encouragement of our faith; 
and what can we deſire more ? If you have a 
man's promiſe to you for the performance of 


this or that, you think you are well, you judg- 


ing him to be both able and faithful : but it you 
bave his ſeal added to his promiſe, then you 
look upon yourſelves ſecure of the bufineſs in- 


dced: but if to both theſe you he ve his oath ad- 


d2d, then you look on the buſineſs paſt all doubt, 


and you dare not queſtion it: why lo ! Chriſt | 


has given poor /inners all this to aſſure them 
that he will embiace and accept them coming to 
him ; and oh how firm may their faith ſtand up- 


ba all this? and what horrid wickedneſs muſt 


it be ſo much as once to queſtion it? true, 


neither his ſeal nor his oath adds any thing to 


the truth and certainty of the promiſe in itſelf ; but 


to our ſenſe and apprehenſion it does; and merely. 


out of indulgence to us and our weakneſs 1s the 
one and the other added, ſo the Apoſtle tells us, 
Ileb. vi. 17, 18. God willing more abundantly to 
ſhew unto the heirs of promiſe the immutabiiity of 
his counſel, confirmed it by an oath, that by two 
immutable things wherein it was impoſſible for 
God to lye, we might have ſtrong conſolation who 


have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope ſet be- 


fore us, Mark, it was not to confirm, or add | 
any thing to the truth and certainty of God's 


counſel or covenant, that his oath was added; 


but 
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but twas to confirm and encourage our faith, 
Thus you ſee Chtiſt is under bonds to receive 
and accept of ſinners, if they come to him, and 
are willing of an eſpouſal with him : and how 
| much does this argue his heart to be on the bu- 
ſineſs? O let none ever ſay, will Chriſt accept 
and receive me coming to him? for indeed 
bonds bind him ſo to do: The truth is, were 
he under no bonds we need not queſtion it, for 
his bowels would conſtrain him; and had he no 
bowels, we need not to goubt it, for bonds 
would bind him to it. Chriſt muſt deny his 
word, promiſe, ſeal, oath and all, if he refuſe 
any ſoul that indeed comes to him, and defiics 
to cloſe in a marriage- covenant with him: Oh, 
what encouragement is this? 
5. Such is "the heart of Chriſt, and fo fet 
upon an eſpouſal with ſinners, as that he has 
given them a full and unqueſtionable aſſurance 
that nothing (whatever) ſhall ſtand berween 
him and them, nor prejudice their acceptance 
with him, in caſe they be willing to be eſpouſ- 
ed unto him : Should a man not only make love 
to a perſon, wait long upon her in the tenders 
thereof, and the like, but alſo give full aſſu- 
rance that nothing ſhall ſtand between him and 
her to hinder the match, in caſe ſhe be willing 
to accept of him ; this would argue his heart 
to be much upon her indeed: Now, this alſo 
Chrift hath done. He hath given ſinners a full 
and firm aſſurance that nothing ſhall prejudice 
their acceptance with him, nor hinder the 
match between him and their ſouls in cafe they 
be willing of it: and is not his heart then much 
upon the buſineſs? This is no other than what 
| | 3 | he 
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be. himſelf declares, John vi. And certain- 
ly he doth not delude fouls with vain words, 


Him that cometh unto me, (ſays he) i. e. He 


that believeth on me, he that is willing to be 
mine, him I will in no ways caſt out, in no 
wiſe, or by no means, upon no accounts what- 
locver: Nothing ſhall obſtruct his acceptance 


with me; but 1] will receive him with a Not- 


withſtanding ; Notwithſtanding all his vileneſs, 


all his unworthineſs, all his unkindneſs, all his 


unſuitableneſs : Notwithſtanding all that either 
men, or devils, law, or conſcience can charge 
upon him; yea, or that unbelief itſelf can pre- 
tend or alledge; be it what it will, notwithſtand- 


ing all, I will receive him into the boſom of 
my love. Chriſi's language to poor ſinners in 


this promiſe of his, and many more of like 
import, is fuch as this: Come, poor ſouls, be 


not afraid of me, Whatever your condition be, 


and however things ſtand, and are ſtated with 
you, yet if you have a mind to me, and an 
elpouſal with me, aſſure yourſelves, that no- 
thing ſhall obſtruct your acceptance with me, 
nothing ſhall ſhut up my boſom againſt you; 
but I will betroth you to myſelf for ever. Oh, 
what encouragement is here ? Come to Chriſt, 
and cloſe with Chriſt in a Marriage- Covenant, 


who would not do that, may ſome ſay ? but 


alas, there are a thouſand things that will hin- 
der the match, and ſtand between him and me, 
ſhould ] go to him. Poor ſoul, this is apparent- 


ly the plea and language of unbelief, and let it 


be ſilenced for ever, Chriſt having (as thou 


ſeeſt) fully aſſured us of the contrary : But be- 


ſides, what is it that thou feareſt, (or that any 


ſoul 
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ſoul can fear) will ſtand between Chriſt and 
thee, to hinder an eſpouſal with him? Bring 
forth thy ſtrong pleas, and ſee if they will bear 
any weight in the ſanctuary-balance. ET 
1. Is it outward meanneſs and baſeneſs ? poſ- 
ſibly thou art low and mean, and baſe in the 
world; thou art a poor forlorn, deſpicable crea- 
ture; and this thou thinkeſt will ſtand between 
Chriſt and thee ; ſurely (ſayeſt thou) Chrift will 
never take ſuch a contemptible worm as I am, 
into ſuch a relation with himſelf : But ſinner, 
this ſhall not hinder in the leaſt; for Chriſt is 
no reſpecter of perſons ; high, and low, rich and 
poor, bond and free, are all one in Chriſt, and to 
Chriſt, Gal. iii. 28. Yea, does not the word 
tell us, that he chooſes the poor of this world, 
heirs of the kingdom and rich in faith, James ii. 5. 
And again, Ye ſee your calling, brethren (ſays 
the Apoſtle) how that not many wiſe men after 
the fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble, are 
called, but God chuſes fooliſh, and weak, and 
baſe ones, 1 Cer. i. 26, 27, 28. As greatneſs is 
no furtherance, ſo meanneſs and baſeneſs is no 
hinderance in this caſe: Men indeed mind honour 
and greatneſs, they will have ſuch as are ſuitable 
to themſelves : But *tis otherwiſe with Chri/t : 
Poor ſinner, though thou beeſt never ſo low, 
and mean, and baſe in the world; though thou 
ſhould be cloathed with rags ; yet if thou haſt 
a mind to Chriſt, he will accept thee, and marry 
thee to himſelt ; yea, and thy foul will be as 
dear to him, and as precious in his ſight, as the 
ſoul of the greateſt Prince or monarch in the 
world. ER 5 . 
2. Is it inward blackneſs and deformity? Per- 
haps, 
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haps, ſinner, if thou art not outwardly mean 
and baſe, yet thou ſeeſt thyſelf inwardly black 


and deformed ; thou lieſt in thy blood and gore, 
wallowing in thy fin and filth; neither is there 
any worth, any beauty in thee for which Chriſt 
ſhould defire thee ; and therefore ſayeſt thou, 


ſurely Chriſt will have nothing to do with me, 
nor ſo much as caſt an eye or look of love upon 
me; but, ſoul, this ſhall not ſtand between 


Chriſt and thee neither; but if thou haſt a mind 
to him, he will marry thee to himſelf notwith- 
ſtanding : For indeed Chrift marries not any for 
their beauty; but thoſe whom he marries, he 


marries to make them beautiful: he marries __ 


them not for any worth of theirs ; but to put a 
worth upon them, and indeed there are none 


that he eſpoufes to himſelf, but he finds them 


black and deformed, in their blood and gore, as 


well as thee; and ſo they are, till he puts bis 
beauty upon them; how ſweet is that word!? 


Ezek. xvi. 6, 7, 8. When I paſſed by thee, and 


0 ſaw thee polluted in thy bleed, i. e. in thy ſin and 


filth, J ſaid unto thee, Live; I ſaid unto thee, 


when thou waſt in thy blood, Live, yea, when 
thou waſt in thy blood, Live; mark, three times 
| he mentions it, in thy b/ood, in thy blood, in thy 
blood e to denote the depth of that defilement we 


are all under ; well, and what then ? will Chriſt 
have any thing to do with ſuch? Yes, he makes 


love to them: Behold, thy time was the time of 


love, he marries them to himſelf in an everlaſt- 
ing covenant, J. ſpread my ſkirt over thee (ſays 
he) and covered thy nakedneſs; yea, I ſware 
unto thee, and entred into covenant with thee, ard 
thou becameſt mine Yea, not only ſo, but he 

puts 


| puts 
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puts a beauty, yea, his own beauty and come- 
lineſs upon them, Thou art come to excellent or- 
naments, and art comely through my comelineſs 
which T have put upon thee, as verſe 14. O ſoul, 
be not diſcouraged, Chriſt will turn thy black- 
nels into beauty, and not caſt thee off becauſe 
of it, „„ | : 

z. Is it the greatneſs and heinouſneſs of thy 
ſin and guilt ? O my fins, my fins (ſays the poor 
foul) they are exceeding many, and exceeding 
great z they are many and great in themſelves, 
and they are dloathed with many and great ag- 
gravations: Few in the world ever ſinned at 
that rate that I have done; therefore I fear, 
that Chriſt will never own me ſo, as to take me 
Into ſuch a relation with himſelf: well, be it 
ſo ; yet know, that this ſhall not ſtand between 
Chriſt and thee, if thou art willing to be eſpouſ- 
ed to him : He has promiſed to pardon great 
fins, and to accept notwithſtanding great 
ſins, in caſe the ſou] be but willing: Come new 
(ſays he) and let us reaſen together, though your 
ſins are as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow, 
though they are red like crimſon, they ſhall be as 
wool, Iſa. i. 18. Though your ſins are as ſcar- 
let, and as crimſon, i, e. Though they are great, 
_ foul, enormous fins, fins of a heinous and cry- 
ing nature, and cloathed with the greateſt aggra- 
. vations, yet they ſhall be white as ſnow and 
wool, i, e. They ſhall be fully done away and 
pardoned ; ſo fully done away and pardoned 
as if they had never been. 80 again, Jai. 
lil. 24. 25. in the 24. v. he ſpeaks to ſome, 
who had made him to ſerve with their ſins, and 
Wwearted him with their inigui ties: Theſe ſurely 
| 2 were 
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were great ſinners, and their ſins of a heinous 
crying nature, and yet at the 25. v. what a full 
promiſe of pardon does he make to them? J, 
even IJ, am he that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſuns 
for mine own ſake, and will not remember thy fins, 

Poor foul, what ſhall J fay ? Haſt thou abund- 
antly ſinned? Haſt thou multiplied fins? He 
has promiſed adundantly to pardon, and to mul 
 tiply pardons, Ia. lv. 7. Art thou guilty of all 
manner of ſins, and to thy other ſins haſt thou 
added blaſphemy? He has promiſed, that all 
manner of fin and blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven, ex- 
cept that againſt the holy Ghojt, (which thy com- 
plaining of the greatneſs of thy fins argu:s thou 
art not guilty of) Mat. xii. 31. O ſoul, be not diſ- 
couraged becauſe of the greatneſs of thy fins: 
Chriſt marries ſouls, not becauſe they are not ſin- 

ners, great ſinners; but he marries them to take 
away their fins, and to diſcharge them from 
them for ever: And the greater thy fins are, 
the greater will be the glory of Christ's 
grace (which is what he aims at) in receiving 
of thee into ſo near and glorious a relation with 
himſelf as this is : Beſides, what wilt thou do 
with thy great fins, unleſs thou goeſt with them 
to Chriſt? Great fins argue a great need of 
Chriſt, and call for great haſtening unto Chriſi. 
4. Is it any former neglects or refuſals of 

_ thine? poſſibly not only are thy ſins many and 


great, but there is this added to all the reſt, 
long and frequent refuſals of Chriſt and his 


love: he has often called, but thou haſt given 
him no anſwer, he has long wooed thee, but 


thou haſt not complied with him: O the many 


ſweet calls, gracious offers, loving tenders, 


which 
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which he has made to thee, and thou haſt deſ- 
piſed! and this makes thee fear, that he will 


now have nothing to do with thee: and truly 


ſoul, this is ſad, very ſad, hereby Chriſt has 
loſt much glory, which thou mighteſt have 
brought him; hereby thou haſt loſt much ſweet 
communion, which thou mighteſt have enjoyed ; 
hereby Chriſt's heart has been much grieved, 


which might have been prevented; and hereby 


the work is made much more difficult, than at 
firſt it was, thy heart being grown more hard, 
and corruptions more ſtrong : thus it is every 
way very ſad, that thou haſt thus neglected and 
refuſed Chriſt; but yet neither ſhall this ſtand 


between him and thee, in caſe thou art willing 


to be eſpouſed to him: for this, ſee Prov. i. 20. 
21.22. 23. Wiſdom cryeth without, ſhe utter- 


« eth her voice in the ſtreets, ſhe crieth in the 


46 chief place of concourſe, in the openings of 
« the gates, in the city ſhe uttereth her words 
« ſaying : How long, ye ſimple ones, will you 
e love ſimplicity ; and the ſcorners delight in 
ce their ſcorning, and fools hate knowledge? 
e turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour 


out my Spiritun to you, I will make known 


«© my words unto you.“ Pray obſerve, Chriſt 


had offered himſelf, and his love to them, but 
they had refuſed him and it, yea, they had refu- 


ſed long, and refuſed with much contempt : 
« how long ye ſimple ones will you loveſimplicity ? 
&c. They ſcorned the offers of Chriſt and his 
love, and yet here he renews thoſe offers to 


them, wherein he tells them, that none of all 
their refuſals ſhould prejudice their acceptance 
with him, in caſe they are willing to be his : 


6 turn 
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<< turn ye at my reproof, behold I will pour out my 
„ dpirit,”” &c. And ſoul, do not the moſt refuſe 


long; and ſtand it out long againſt the offers of 


Chriſt and his grace, ere they cloſe with him, 


| Who yet are received and embraced by him: Be 


not therefore diſcouraged, poor foul, becauſe of 
thy former neglects and refuſals of Chriſt, but 
throw thyſelf into the arms of his love, which 
thou wilt certainly find wide open to reccive, 
and embrace thee. ; 


5. Is it any revolting or back-ſliding of thine 


from him? Poſſibly thou haſt ſometimes been on 


thy way towards Chriſt, thou haſt had ſome 
workings, ſome good reſolutions and affections 
within thee for him, Ay, and thou haſt made 


ſome profeſhon of him, thou haſt ſometimes been 


even upon the turning point, the point of cloſ- 


ing with Chriſt, and the match has been near 


made up between him and thee : And yet aſter 
all this, thou haſt revolted and back-ſliden from 


him, playing the harlot with many lovers, which 


makes thee fear that he will now reject thec, 


ſhouldeſt thou go to him ; and the truth is, this 
alſo is very ſad : For heteby Chriſt has been emi- 
nently diſhonoured, and thy ſoul has been emi- 


nently endangered: But yet be not diſcouraged ; 


for this ſhall not ſtand between Chri/t and thee, 


if yet thou art but willing to be eſpouſed to him: 


Chriſt offers himſelf and his grace to ſuch, as 
theſe ; he promiſes to heal back-flidings, Jer. iii. 
1. Though thou haſt played the harlot with many 

lovers; yet return unto me, ſaith the Lord, aud 
v. 22, Return thou lack-ſliding Iſrael, and I will 
not cauſe mine anger to fail upon you Fer 1 am 
merciful. So Heſ. ii. 19. 1 will betroth thee unto me 


fir 
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yr ever, yea, I will betrith thee unts me + Thee, 
who? Why as revolting and becxfliding a peo- 
ple, as ever were in the world; fo you will find 


1n the beginning of the chapter; There is hope 


then (you ſee) for revolters and backſliders ; 
therefore be not diſcouraged, but go to him, 


aid he will not caſt thee out: Well, ſoul, here 


is encouragement enough for thee notwith- 


ſtanding all thy vileneſs, ſinfulneſs, and un- 
worthineſs; and to add to thy encouragement 


yet, know, Chriſt has received multitudes that 
were every way as vile, ſinful, and unworthy 
as thou art, What doſt thou think of Manaſſeth, 
who was a ſorcerer, and an idolater? What 
doſt thou think of Paul, who was a perſecutor 
and a blaſphemer? What doſt thou think of 
Mary Magdalen, who had ſeven devils in het ? 
what doſt thou think of Rahab, who was an 
harlot ? what doſt thou think of multitudes of 


thoſe who crucified Chri/t, but afterwards be- 
| lieved ? Theſe were all great ſinners, and yet 


Chriſt received them into the arms of his love: 
What doſt thou think of the black liſt and ca- 
talogue of ſinners among the Corinthians, men- 
tioned, 1 Cor. vi. . 10. who were drunkards, 
thieves, murderers, adulterers, idolaters, abiſers 
of themſelves with mankird, and the like ? What 


doſt thou think of them, Tit. iii. 3. who were fool- 
, difobedient, living in envy, hateful, and hating 


one another, ſerving divers luſis and pleaſures ? 
burely theſe were as vile, as ſinful, as worthleſs 
25 thou art, and had as much to ſtand between 
Chrift and them; and yet they found grace in 
CorifPs fi ht, upon their looking to him: In- 


ded there is never a foul row in heaven but 
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was by nature every way as vile, ſinful, and un- 
worthy of Chriſt, as thou : they lay under the 
ſame pollution, they wallowed in the ſame blood, 
they were filled with the ſame ſpirit” of oppoſi- 
tion againſt God and his ways, that thou doſt, 
and art; yea, and multitudes of them wete as 
vile and ſinful by practice alſo, as thou; they 
acted out the ſin and enmity of their natures ds 
highly againſt God and Chriſt, as thou haſt done; 
and yet theſe Chriſt receives; elſe they had 
not been in heaven, In a word, heaven (as 


one obſerves) is an houſe full of the miracles f 


Chriſt's free grace: There is idolatrous Aana/- 
ſeth among the true worſhippers of God: There 


1s oppreſüng Zacheus among the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect: There is blaſphemous Paul 


among the hoſt of angels, lauding, praiſing, 
and ſinging halelujahs to God and the Lamb; 


and there is Mary Magdalen, that had ſeven Je- 


vils amongſt the ſaints of the Moſt High, who 
are filled even to overflowing with the ſeven ſpi- 
rits of God, O who then would be diſcouraged ? 
Yea, ſoul, all thy vileneſs, ſinfulneſs, and un- 
worthineſs does but as it were qualify thee tor 


Chriſt and his free grace. My ſinful wants and 


unworthineſs (ſays Rutherford) have qualified 
me for Chriſt and his grace. Caſt thyſelf tnere— 


tore fully upon him, notwithſtanding all, not 


doubting thine acceptance with him. 


6. Such is the heart of Chriſt, and ſo ſct upon e- 
ſpouſal with ſinners, as that he delighis and rejoices | 


S 


in nothing more hardly, than in the nuptials be- 


tween him and them; and oh, how ſhould this draw 
and allure us to him ! Should you ſee a young 
man rejoicing in the ſenſe of an eſpouſal between 

himſelf 
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himfelf and ſuch, or ſuch an one whom he lov- 
ed, you might well conclude, that his heart 
was much upon her: and is it not thus here? 
Chriſt rejoices in the ſight and ſenſe of an e- 
ſpouſal between himſelf "and ſinners, and how. 

much does this argue his heart to be on the buſi- 
neſs ? This I will give you in three propoſitions, 

1. This is what he rejoiced and delighted him- 

ſelf in the thoughts of from all eternity: thus 
much he himſelf tells us, Prov. viii. 30. 31. 
Then, namely, from everlaſting, was I by him, 
as one brought up with him: and I was daily his 
delight, rejoicing always before him, rejoicing 
in the habitable parts of the earth, and my de- 

} lights were with the ſons of men, Theſe are 
Chriſt's words, and in them he tells you where 

he was, and what he had been doing from eter- 

_ nity, he was with the Father, and rejoiced be- 

; fore him; but what did he rejoice in? truly, 

next to his Father and himſelf, his rejoicing was 

in the habitable parts of the earth, and his dc- 
lights were with the ſons of men: He delighted 
himſelf in the thoughts of ſaving poor ſinners, | 
and eſpouſing them unto himſelf in order there- 

HE unto : Oh, how much does this argue his heart 

to be on the buſineſs? _ 

2. As he thus delighted and rejoiced in the 
thoughts of it before-hand ; ſo when at any 
time 2 poor ſoul is actuaſi eſpouſed to him, 
then he rejoices afreſh, and is delighted afreſh : 
Hence the day of eſpouſals is called the day of 
the gladneſs of his heart, Cant. iii. 11. The day 
of eſpouſals between Chriſt and a poor finer, 
is a day of gladneſs and rejoicing to the Father, 


a day of AS and rejoicing to the bleſſed 
— 1 5 Spirit, 
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Spirit, a day of gladneſs and rejoicing to the ho! 


angels, and ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. 
Por there is joy in heaven, at this, Luk. xv. 7. 
But 'tis eſpecially a day of gladneſs and rejci- 
Cing to Chriſt the bridegroom, O to ſce poor 
ſinners come in and give up themſelves to him 


in a marriage-covenant : this is the joy, the reſt, 


the ſatisfaction of his ſoul. Hence *tis ſaid, he 


ſhall ſee of the travel of his foul, and be ſatisfied, 


Hai, liii. 11. 'Tis a great grief and trouble to 
Chri/t, that which wounds his very ſoul, when 
having wooed poor ſinners, and time aſter time 
made love to them, they notwithſtanding are ſhy 
of him, and will not cloſe with him in a mar» 


riage covenant: Hence he complains, as he 
does Joh. v. 40. You will not come to me that jou 
"might have life, And Mat, xxiii. 37" O Jeru- 
ſalem, Feruſalem, how often would I 
ed thee, and thou would? not | He ſpeaks com- 


ve gather- 


plainingly, and as one grieved at heart at their 
neglects of him, yea this was that which made 


him weep as he did over Jeruſalem Luke xix. 
41, 42. Behold the joy of the whole ecith 


weeping ! And why ? becauſe of their refuſal; 
of him and his grace, and the woful deſtructions 


that for theſe refuſals were coming upon them: 


Indced this is what reflects great diſhonour upon 
his name, pours great contempt upon his grace, 
and 1s directly contrary to the whole deſign of 
his undertakings as mediator, and ſo cannot 
but be grievous to him : So on the contrary, 
when ſouls come freely in, and give up them- 


ſelves in a marriage- relation to him, this glads 


and rejoices his heart; O how ſhould this draw 


ſouls to him ? Sinner, why may not this day be 


made 
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made the day of the gladneſs of Chriſt's heart, 
by being a day of eſpouſals between him and 
thee? He has ſeen many a day of grief of heart, 
and trouble of heart, becauſe of thy ſtanding 
out againſt him, and refuſing the offers of his 
love : Oh now let him ſee one day of j joy of 


heart and gladneſs of heart by thy cloſing up 


| with him in a marriage-covenant | 


As Chriſt delights and rejoices when fouls 
are eſpouſed to him; ſo being eſpouſed to him, 
he delights and rejoices in this eſpouſal for ever: 


Men marry ſuch or ſuch, and they rejoice there- 
in at preſent, but their joy does not laſt : *Tis 


otherwiſe with Chriſt : he did rejoice in the 
thoughts of it from all eternity, he does-rejoice 
in the being and accompliſhment of it here in 
time, and he will rejoice in the confummation 


of it in heaven for ever; the truth is, his joy is 
not compleat, till the marriage be compleat, nor 


will his joy ever end, till that end, which will 
never be (as in its place may be ſhewn. ) Thus you 


ſcealittle what Chriſt's heart is, and how much let 
upon this buſineſs; as well as what manner of hus 


band he is, and what great things he does for all 


his ſpouſes ; and now after all what Co you ſay? 
Aft 00 for Chriſt or no? Shall the nuptial g Us) 


on between him and your fouls, or {hall it not ? 
Soul, what anſwer muſt I give my Lord and 
Maſter that ſent me to thee ? T. is but a little 
while and he will call both thee and me to an 


account concer: ging theſe things, and I muſt. 


ſ.y, Lord, I woo'd that ſoul for thee ; Ibeſought 
wa to be efpoulcd unto thee ; and ſo far as I 
3 able I difplayed thy beauty, thy riches, thy 


80 before her; 1 opened thine heart to her, 
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ſhewed her thy love and thy willingneſs to be | 


eſpouſed to her, hoping that the cords of thy 


love would draw her, and with my whole 


ſtrength entreated her to give up herſelf in 2 
marriage-covenant to thee: Well, and what 
was the iſſue ? Lord, thou knoweſt : But, ſoul, 
what anſwer muſt J return? Muſt I be put to 
ſay ? Lord, I laboured in vain, and ſpent my 


ſtrength in vain, for ſhe made light of all, and 


would have none either of thee or thy love. () 
put me not to make this diſmal anſwer ; rather 
let me have cauſe to ſay ; Behold, I and the 
children which God hath given me. Behold this 
ſou}, and that ſoul, and many fouls were won 
over to thee. Amen. 4 


CHAP. X. 


Which direct ſouls, and ſhews them the means 
and way how to attain unto this ſweet 


and bleſſed eſpouſal with Jeſus Chriff, = 


A N eſpouſal with Cyriſt, what more ſweet ? 


A what more deſirable? And who that un- 


derſtands himſelf, would not covet it, before 


any thing this world affords ? no Huſband like 
Chri/t, and no happineſs like to an eſpouſal to 


him, but the queſtion is how we may attain 


hereunto : Truly, ſoul, the work is great, and 
it is the divine Spirit alone, (1 Cor. xii. 3.) that 
can and doth begin and finiſh it, even by the 
uſe of thoſe means of grace, which Chriſt him- 
ſelf has inſtituted to that purpoſe, viz _ 


I. The 
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1. The word of God, contained in the holy 


Scriptures. Hence Chriſt ſays in his prayer to 
the Father, John xvii. 14. 17. 21. I have given 
them thy ward. Sandtiſ them through thy truth, 


thy word 1s truth, That they all may be one in us, | 
And therefore he bids us, Foh. v. 3g. Search 


the ſcriptures, for in them ye think, ye have eter- 
nal life, and they are they, which teſtify of me, 
that ye may come unto me. And the apoſtle 
ſays: Gal, iii. 24. The law was cur ſchoolmaſter 
to bring us unto Chriſt. And Rom. i. 16. The Goſ- 
pel of Chrift is the power of God unto ſalvation, 
to every one that believeth. 2 Tim. ili. 15.16.17. 
The holy Scriptures are able to make us wiſe unto 
ſalvation, through faith which is in Chriſt Je- 
ſus. I Pet. i. 23. Ye are born again, not of cor- 


ruptible ſeed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 


God, which liveth and abideth for ever. Chap. ii. 


2. As new-born babes, deſire the ſincere milk of 
the word, that ye may grow thereby. 1 Theſſ. it. 
13. James i. 18. Hence it is moſt neceſſary, 


that we do attend conſtantly and diligently, from 
our youth, to the hearing, reading, learning, 


meditating and practiſing of the word of God, 
us David did (ſee the 1. and the whole cxix, 
Plalm) and make it the only rule of our whole 
ie. . 2 

2. The Sacrament of Baptiſm. Matth.xxviii. 
19. Go ye (ſays our Saviour to his apoſtles) 
and teach all nations, and baptize them in 
the name (i. e. in the union and communion] 


of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. Hence 

the apoſtle ſays : Gal. iii. 27. As many of you, 

a have been baptized in (the name of) Chrift, 
Have put on (have been united with) Chri/t. See 
| Re more. 


our ſouls. 


123 The Soul's efpouſal, or 


more, Joh. iii. 5. Rom. vi, 3. 4. Epb. v. 26. 
27. Halt ii. 38. 41. Tit; in. 5. 6. 1 Pet. iii. 21. 


Baptiſm, now, is to be uſed by every one of us, 


but once outwardly, but we muſt labour through- 
out our whole lives to obtain the ſaving efficacy 
of it, the promiſe annexed to it, and the inward 
meaning of it, viz. the cleanſing from fin, the 
1enewing after the image of God, the putting 
oft the old man, and putting on Chriſt, by I 
lively faith. We muſt by faith aud prayer, every 
day, renew our baptiſmal-covenant and union 
with Chriſt, and thereby make it more ſtrong 
and ſure, | 


3. The Sacrament of the Lord's ſupper. Mat. 


xxvi. Mark xiv. Luke xxii. 1 Cor. x. 16, 17, 
Chap. xi. 23—26. This is the molt ſolemn re- 
newal of our Baptiſmal- Covenant, and indeed 
the neareſt and molt powerful means of our uni-. 
on with Chriſt, For obſerve, when Chriſt was 
going to inſtitute it, he ſaid to his diſciples, Luke 
Xxii. 15. With deſire I have defired to eat this 


_ pafſaver-lamb with you, before I ſuffer. Why? 
becauſe he would now fulfil the meaning of that, 


and inſtead thereof, give himſelf, his own bedy 
and blood, a ſacrifice, a ranſom, a ſatisfaRion 
for our ſins, and a quickening nouriſhment for 
Aud accordingly after ſupper, he 
took bread, bleſſed and brake it, and gave it 15 
his diſciples, ſayiig : Take, cat, this is my bo- 
dy, which is given and broken for you: /kewiſe 


alſo he took the Cup, bleſſed and gave it them, 


ſaying : Take, drint, this is my Blood of the 


new Teſlament, which ts ſhed for the remiſſion of 
your fins, This do ye, as often as you do it, in 
remembrance of me, He himſe:t hath likewiſe 
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beſt explained in few words what great benefit 
we receive by the right uſe of this blefled ſacra- 


ment, John vi. 54-56. He that eateth my fieſh 


aud drinketh my blood, has eternal Life, abideth 
in me, and JI in him. i. e. is united with me 
and | with him. This indeed implieth the nears 
eft union with Chriſt, and hence the ſacrament 
of the Lord's ſupper is the neareſt means to that 
union. It is true, this cating of the fleſh, and 
drinking of the blood of Chriſt, ſpoken of in this 
place, may be done by faith at all times; but it 


is more eſpecially and effectually done by wor- 
thily receiving this ſacrament, becauſe therein 


he uſes the ſame words, and ſays directly, and 
in particular, unto every believing communi- 
cant : Take, eat, this is my Body which is given 


for you; Take, drink, this is my Bleed which is 
Hed fur you. And truly, our dear Saviour never 


ſpoke any words ſo full of love towards us, and 


ſo rich of grace and ſalvation for our ſouls, as 


theſe words. For thereby he moſt ſolemnly cf- 
fers, gives, aſſigns, and ſeals unto us, himſelf and 


all what he is and hath, viz. his whole perſon, his 
whole ſacrifice, all his ſufferings in body and foul, 


his death, reſurrection, and all the fruits of the 


ſame, his merits, purchaſe, grace, peace, righ- 


teouſneſs, life, ſalvation, bleſhngs, promiſes, his 


union and communion, his kingdom and glory, 


to take, keep, poſſeſs and enjoy them, as our own 
property for ever. And withal he bids us receive 


this moſt bleſſed ſacrament often, to convince and 
aſſure us fully of his unſpeakable love towards 
ue, and our moſt happy union with him. And 


this we may well look upon as encouragement 


enough for us, to comply directly and rejoicing- 


ly with his moſt gracious command. 


12 + ADR.” 4 * 
ets Lt —ͤů Ry ay —— 


, — 
| — mm tute —— 2 


e 
. 
2 
3 
y 
+ 
| 
1 
1 
1 
4 
$ 
þ 
| 
1 
. 


130 The Soul's eſpouſal, or 


4. The miniſters of his word. Mat. xxil. 
2-10. Luke xiv. 17-27. God ſendeth his ſervants, 
and by their miniſtry, calls and bringeth loſt 
ſinners to the wedding of his Son. And Chiift 
commanded his apoſtles, Mart xvi. 15-20. 65 
ye into all the world, and preach the Goſpel unto 
every creature. And they went forth, and the 
Lord working with them, confirmed the word, And 
Acets ii. 41, the holy Ghoſt, by the miniſtry 
and preaching of Peter, joined 3000 ſouls at once 
unto Chriſt. Hence the apoſtle ſays, 2 Cor. v. 


18-20, God hath given unto us the miniſtry ef 


reconciliation 3; we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as 


though God did beſeceh you by us, we pray you in 


Chriſt's flead, be ye reconciled to God. Again, 
2 Cor. iii. 3. Ye are the epiſtle of Chriſt, niniſter. 
ed by us, not with ink, but with the Spirit of 
the living God, Again, 2 Cor. xi, 2, J have 
eſpouſed you to one huſband, Chriſt, And, again, 

| Epheſ. iv. 11,12. He giveth paſtors and teach- 

ers, for the perfeting of ſaints for the work ef 
the miniftry, for the edifying of the Body of Cbriſi, 

Rom. x. 14—17. And at laſt, when Chrilt aſ- 
ſcended to heaven, he promiſed his apoſtles, 

At. xxviii. 20. that he would always be with, 

and bleſs their miniſtry, and the miniſtry of all 

his ſervants, even unto the end of the world, 

_ "Theſe are chiefly the means, by which the 
holy Ghoſt ordinarily works, and give us light, 
wiſdom, a godly mind, ſtrength, repentance, and 
faith in order to our converſion and union with 

Chriſt. And therefore, every ſoul, that would 

attain thereunto, is under the higheſt obligation, 


to attend conſtantly and diligently to the right 
uſe and practice of the ſame. And, to make 
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this quite plain, you may take the ſum of it 
ſhortly thus: (1) The holy Scripture is, as it 
were, a Letter from God, concerning the mari- 
age of his Son to the ſoul: (2) The ſacraments 
are two ſtrong ſeals or oaths, joined thereunto, 
to confirm it and make it immutable. (3) The 
miniſters are they that carry, declare and explain 
the contents of this letter, and (4) The holy 
Ghoſt applies it with power to the ſoul, and ena- 
bles her to receive, underſtand, believe, obey, 
fulfil and conſent willingly to all what God 
therein requireth of her, to deliver her out of 
her unholy and unhappy ſtate, and to make 


het both holy and happy in perfecting her eſpou- 


ſal, union, and communion with Jeſus Chriſt. 
But, ſoul, now the queſtion is, how and 
where canſt thou obtain the holy Ghoſt, who 
alone is the beginner and Eniſher. of this great 
work ? Lo, thy Saviour tells it thee very plain, 
Luk. xi. 1-13. Aſt, and it ſhall be given you: ſeck, 
and ye ſhall Fg knock, and it ſhall be opened 


unto you. If ye, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your Wilen: how much more 


ſhall your heavenly Father give the holy Spirit to 
ew. that aſk him? John xiv. 16. 17. I will 
pray the Father, and he jhall give you the Comfer- 
ter, that he may abide with you for ever, even 


the Spirit of truth. And fo as he prayed, at that 


time, for his diſciples, he prayeth for us, and 


for all believers at all times. Fohn xvii. 20. 
Neither (ſaid he) pray I for theſe alone: but for 
them alſo, which ſhall believe on me, through 


their word. Here ſeeſt thou, that it is prayer, 
whereby thou canſt obtain this moſt precious 


giſt. Therefore pray, ſeek, knock and aſk the 


Father 
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Father for it, in the name of his dear Son, and them 
he will give him and all good gifts unto thee, him 
Let fervent prayer always be thy firſt and con- that 
ſtant buſineſs in all thy undertakings, for with- ſave 
out prayer nothing can proſper, nor canſt thou be e 
expect any true grace and bleſſing. Hence Fame; and 
tells us, chap. iv. 2. Ye have not, becauſe ye mak 
aſt net. But by prayer thou canſt obtain a! eſtra 
thou wanteſt, all ſpiritual and temporal bleſſings; alſo 
and the whole Scripture, and our Saviour in par— ſtrar 
ticular, giveth us the beſt encouragement to be fron 
fervent and conſtant in prayer, yea to have al- eſtra 
ways our heart and ſoul lifted up to God in pray- juga 
er: for he not only commands us to pray, but out 
likewiſe promiſeth us to hear and grant our re- the « 
queſt. Hence Chriſt ſays, Luke xviii, 1-8. Men . 
ought always to pray, and not to faint, Toh. xiv, your 


13. 14. I hatſcever ye ſball aſt in my name, that tyra] 
will I de, that the Father may be glorified in the 60 a1 
Son. If ye ſhall aſk any thing in my name, T will | We 
do it. Again Joh. xv. 7. 16. If ye abide in me, "tw; 


and my words abide in you, ye Hall aſs what ve | yaty 
will, anc 4 it ſhall be done unto you. And again, 4}, 
Joh. xvi. 23. 27. Verih, verily, (obſerve, de- him, 
rily, verily) I Jay unto you, whatſoever ye H I m- 
afr the Father in my name, he will give it you, | in tl 


Aſt, and ye ſpall receive, that your jay n: ay be As 
full. Likewiſe the apoſtle ſays: 1 Tim. ii. 1. 7675 


7 exhort you, that firſt of all, ſupplication, pray: com 
ers, irntercefſions and giving of thanks be nale not 
for all men, Again 1 Theſ. v. 17. Pray with- 1 
ot c. caſing. Rom. xii. 12. Cantine in A Her, | Is 
And James tells us, chap. v. 16. The «ffee/ual we, 
fervent prayer of a rigbteons man availeth much. FN 
Plalm, cxlv. 18. 19. The Lord is nigh wits all 1 


tem, 
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them, that call upon him e to all that call upon 


him in truth. He will fulfii the deſire of them 
that fear him, he alſo will hear their cry, and will 


ſave them. "Therefore, ſoul, wouldſt thou indeed 


be eſpouſed to Chrift, then pray God earneſtly 


and fervently, to give thee his Holy Spirit, to 


make thee (firſt) deeply ſenſibly of thine utter 
eſtrangement from him by nature, and (ſecondly) 
alſo of thy woful miſery by reaſon of that e- 
ſtrangement. A deep ſenſe of our eſtrangement 
from Chriſt, and of our miſery by reaſon of that 
eſtrangement, 1s one good ſtep towards a con- 


jugal union and relation to him, and with- 


out the one, we are never like to attain unto 

the other. Strive therefore for this. 
t. Pray God to make you deeply ſenſible o 

your eſtrangement from Chriſt by nature: Na- 


tutally we are all ſtrangers to Chri/?, ſtrangers 


to all conjugal union and communion with him : 


We know not what any ſuch thing means: As 
*twas with the Epheſians, ſo tis with us all by 
nature, they were and we are without Chriſt in 


the world, Eph. ii. 12. And not only without 
him, but alſo far from him, as it follows, v. 13. 
I may truly ſay to every natural man and woman 
in this, as Peter did to Simon in another caſe, 


As viii. 21, Thou haſt neither part nor let in 


this matter; Thou knoweſt not what union and 


communion with thiz ſweet Lord means : Yea, 


not only are we by nature eſtranged from Chri/t ; 


but moreover we ate at enmity with him, and 


hll'd with hatred and oppoſition againſt him: 


we, as thoſe mentioned, Luk. xix. 14. Hate 
im and would not have him to reign over us: Na- 


turally we are at enmity with Chriſt, and with 
bg Deco Jet + aer 


134 The Soul's eſpouſal, or 
every thing that is his, with his perſon, with 
his preſence, with his Spirit, with his kingdom, 
with his laws and ordinances, with his giaces, 
with his righteouſneſs, and the like: His perſon 
is too holy for us, his preſence too pure, his 
Spirit too convincing, his kingdom too ſpiritual, 
his laws and ordinances too ſtrict, his graces too 
bright, his righteouſneſs too oppoſite to ſelf; 
and ſo we hate all, and are at enmity with all: 
yea we are at enmity with the very way of life 
and ſalvation by him: Touching the Goſpel they 
are enemies, ſays T”_ apoſtle, wich is ſpoken of 
the Jews, but true of all by nature, Rom. xi. 
28. We would hve, but not by Chriſt : we 
would be ſaved, but not by Chriſt : Thus natu- 
rally we are all eſtranged from him ; and thus 
| high does our eſtrangement riſe, which we muſt 
de deeply ſenſible of, if ever we get union and 
communion ina conjugal way with him: There- 
fore work this a little upon your thoughts, till 
you find your heart begin to bleed and relent 
over it. 

2. Pray to God to make you deeply ſenſible 
of your exceeding great miſery by reaſon of this 
eſtrangement: As we are all naturally without 
Chriſt ; ſo our miſery herein is exceeding great : 
So much the apoſtle holds forth, in the place be- 
fore quoted, Eph. ii. 12. where he ſpeaks of 
our being without Chriſt, as our miſery, yea, 
as the ſpring and foundation of all our miſery, 
and therefore that is firſt mention'd : The Ephe- 
fians were, and we are (as he there tells us) 
without the Covenant, without hope, and without 
God in the world; miſery enough for any foul 


to lie under ; and the inlet and foundation of all 


15, 
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irh is, their and our being without Chriſt. As to 18 

bl have Chriſt (ſays a learned interpreter upon this = 

5 place) is the foundation of all good: ſo, to be ll 
15 without Chriſt, is the beginning and foundation 1 

= of all evil, and inlet to all woe and miſery, and 14 

900 what leaves us in a moſt deplorable eſtate for ever. | | 

If. Take a taite, and but a taſte of this your miſe- 1 

1. , and then work the ſenſe of it upon your: Ml 

if; own fouls, | 

1 1. Being without Chriſt, you are deſtitute of | 
/ all good, you are without life, without grace, 

4 without peace, without pardon, without com- 

0 fort, without righteouſneſs, without heaven, 

fy without ſalvation, without hope, and without 

_ God, (as you have it in the ſame place) Eph. ii. 

Fl 2. without the favour of God, without the pre- 

* ſence of God, without the life of God, without 

* the image of God, without the Spirit of God; 

o and being thus without God, you are without 


all true good, and true happineſs : According 


to the old and true maxim, Sine ſummo bono ni- 
5 hil bonum; without the chief good there | is no- 
r thing good. 
1 2. Being without Chriſt, you are in ks 
Fo to fin and Satan, which is the worſt bondage 
4 in the world, naturally all are the ſaves and vaſ- 


of ſals of theſe cruel lords: Hence we are ſaid 10 
fulfil the devils luſts, John viii. 44. And, as 
| the luſis of the devil, ſo the wills and luſts of the 
4 feſb, Eph. ii. 2. to be the ſervants of fin, and to 
* ſerve divers luſts and pleaſures, and the like: 
And as naturally all are thus in bondage to fin 


Ul and the devil, ſo there is no redemption from |! 
1 | his bondage but by Chriſt, and that in a way 


[ 
of union with him, if the Son therefore mh i; 
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make you free, ye ſhall be free indeed, ſaith he 
himſelf to the Jews, John viii. 36. They were 
glorying in their privilege, that they were Abra- 
 ktam's ſeed, and never were in bondage to any 
man. True, ſays Chriſt, but ye are in a worſe 
bondage than a bondage to man, in bondage to 
fin, in bondage to your luſts : For he that con- 
mitteth ſin, is the ſervant of fin, And this bon- 
dage none but the Son can free you from; and 
therefore, until freed by him, you remain under 
it. O how ſore a bondage is this, to be under 
the command of fin, to be at the beck of every 
baſe and unclean luſt, and to be carried captive 
by the devil at his will This is ſuch a bondage, 


as that the bondage of Iſrael under their taſk- 


_ maſters in Egypt, and the bondage of Turkiſh 
ſlaves, who are kept at the oar and galley, is free» 
dom to it. As to ſerve Chriſt is the greateſt 
liberty, ſo to ſerve fin is the cruelleſt bondage. 
3. Being without Chriſt, and union with 
Chriſt, you are rejected of God. Anow ye net 
| (fays the apoſtle) that except Chrift be in you, 
ye are reprobates © 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Anow ye not? 
As if he ſhould ſay, Tis a moſt clear, manifeſt 
and evident truth, that unleſs you have union 
with Chriſt, you are reprobates, i. e. you are 
_ unapproved of God, you are out of his favour, 
both your perſons and ſervices are rejected 
by him. To the ſame purpoſe is that, Gal. iv. 
22. where we read of two mothers, and two 


ſons: The two mothers were types of the two 


covenants, the covenant of works and the co- 


venant of grace, as appeals by v. 24. The two 


ſons are types of two ſorts of perſons living in 
the church ; one born after the fleſh, the other 


= by 
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by promiſe; one belonging to the firſt, the other 
to the ſecond covenant. Well, what is the 
condition of theſe? Why, the one is in a ſtate 


of rejection, and the other of acceptation. They 


that belong to the ſecond covenant, are owned 


and enibraced in the arms of love; the other are 


caſt out (as you may ſee in the ſequel of the 


chapter) beſides, all our acceptation with God 


is in Chriſt and through Chriſt, Eph. i. 6. Out 


of him therefore we are in a ſtate of rejection. 


O how ſad does this ſpeak your condition to be ! 


For men, yea, for good men to reject and diſ- 
own us, is what may be born, eſpecially when 
God owns, and ſmiles: But for God to difown 


and reject us, this is terrible indeed tho' all the 


world ſhould own us, and ſmile upon us. How 


terrible is that word? Reprobate ſilver all men 


call them, for the Lord hath rejected them, Jer. vi. 
30. If God owns, and ſmiles, 'tis no matter 


who frowns ; but if he frowns, and rejects, who 
can own or ſmile to the relief of the ſoul? 

4. Being without Chriſt, you are undcr the 
law, and ſo under the curſe. And how fad is 
this ] as there are but two covenants, the old 
and the new: and but two heads of thoſe cove- 


nants, the firſt or the ſecond Adam; ſo all 
men do belong to, and are found in the one or 


the other of theſe. Whilſt therefore you are 
ſtrangers to Chriſt, you are under the law ; and 
being under the law, you are under the cuiſe : 
For, ſays the apoſtle, As many as are under the 
law, are under the curſe : For it is written, Cur ſ- 


ed is every one that continueth not in all things 


that are written in the book of the law, ta do them, 


Gal. iii. 10, The law has no pity, no ſparing 
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of offenders ; but for every breach thereof, lays 
the ſoul under the curſe. Now we have all 
broken the law; we all broke it in Mam, be- 
ing in him as in an head; and we have all broken 
it ten thouſand times over in our own perſons ; 
and by both are fallen under the curſe thereof, 


And, ſoul, doſt thou know what the curſe of 


the law means ? It carries in it death and con- 
demnation for ever. Being under the law, we 
are accurſed in our perſons, and curſed in our 
comforts: The wrath of God lies upon our fouls, 
and the curſe of God is in all our enjoyments ; 
our very bleſſings are accurſed to us, Mal. ii. 2, 
We read in Scripture of the people of God's curſe; 
and thow art one of them, ſoul, whoever thou 


art, thou art out of Chriſt : O how woful, how 


deplorable a condition is this ! 
5. Being without Chriſt, and eſtranged from 
Chriſt, you lie under the guilt of innumerable 


ins, which you alone muſt bear for ever. *Tis 
in and by Chriſt alone, that fouls are diſcharged 


| from the guilt of fin. And who are they whom 


he diſcharges from guilt, but ſuch as are found in 
him, are under a marriage-covenant with him? 
Thoſe his blood cleanſes from all fin, 1 John i. 7. 


And in him have they redemption through his blocd, 
even the forgiveneſs of fin, Eph. i. 7. As for 
others, he tells them plainly, They hall die in 
their fins, John viii. 24. O how ſad a condi- 
tion is this | Soul, thou are guilty of multitude 
of fins, the leaſt of which has evil enough in it 
to damn thee eternally. Thou haſt thouſands, 
and ten thouſands of ſcarlet, crimſon fins, fins 


_ cloathed with black and crying aggravations lys 


ing upon thee; and to have all theſe in the full 
RE er weight 
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weight of the guilt and puniſhment of them, 


charged upon thee by the great God for ever: 
How miſerable does this ſpeak thy condition 


to be! e 

6. Being eſtranged from Chriſt, you are un- 
der a neceſſity of ſinning, and ſo of greatening 
your own damnation daily. A man out of Chriſt 
does do, can do nothing but fin; for he is not 
ſubject to the law of God, nor can he be, Rom. viii. 
8. And as he is ever ſinning, ſo he is ever 
treaſuring up wrath to himſelf, Rom. it. 5. O 
how ſad a condition is this! This is Dura ne- 


ceſſitas, (as Auſtin calls it) and ſpeaks a man's 


condition to be very doleful. To be always ſin- 


ning againſt God, and always treaſuring up 


wrath to a man's own ſoul, this is next to hell, 


all: 


which is ready to break forth againſt you; no- 
thing to ſtand between divine revenge, and your 
ſinful ſouls. What ſhall I ſay? You have many 
accuſers, and by them many heavy charges 

brought in againſt you; and being without 
Chriſt, you have no advocate to plead your caſe, 
none to ſpeak a good word in heaven for you : 
And is not that ſad ? You are deeply in debt, 
you owe your ten thouſand talents to divine ju- 
ſtice; and being without Chriſt, you have no- 
thing to pay, but are in danger of being caſt in- 
to the priſon of eternal darkneſs, whence there 
is no redemption. And is not that ſad ? You 


are under an obligation to much duty; and be- 


ing 


in ſome ſort worſe, To give you the ſum of 


Being eſtranged from Chriſt, you have no- 
thing to ſatisfy divine juſtice, which is ready to 
ſeize upon you; nothing to pacify divine wrath, 
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140 The Soul's efpouſal, or 
ing without Chriſt, you are under an utter im- 
_ Poſſibility of performing any of it acceptably. 

You are under a judgment of condemnation, 
and being without Chriſt, you have nothing 
that can ſecure you one day, one hour, one mo- 
ment more on this ſide everlaſting burnings: 
And O how fad and miſerable is this! Thus you 

ſee both your eſtrangement from Chriſt, and al- 
ſo your miſery (in part) by reaſon of that eſtrange- 
ment. Now, as ever you would get union 
and communion with him, labour to be deeply 
ſenſible of both theſe. | 

2. Wouldſt thou indeed be eſpouſed to Chrift; 
then labour to be ſoundly convinced, and deeply 
ſenſible of the greatneſs and heinouſneſs of the 
{in of refuſing Chriſt, and the offers of his love. 
Poor ſoul, thou ſtandeſt it out againſt Chriſt ; 


he wooes, and calls, and invites thee to him- 
elf, but thou ſlighteſt and refuſeſt all: And this 


thou thinkeſt a ſmall matter; but let me tell 
thee, this is a moſt heinous and crying ſin: To 
ſwear, to murder, to ſteal, to be drunk, to be 
unclean, and the like ; theſe thou lookeſt upon 
as black and horrid things: Indeed, well thou 
mayſt,for they are fins of more than ordinary bei- 
Nous and abominable nature : But yet know 


that thy fin in rejecting Chriſt, and the offers of 


his love, is greater, and more provoking than 
all theſe : This indeed is the great ſin, and the 
fin thou muſt in an eſpecial manner be ſenſible 
of, if evex thou art united to Chriſt : So much 
Chriſt himſelf tells us, in that known place, 
8 xvi. 8, 9. He (ſays he, ſpeaking of the 

pirit whom he promiſed to ſend) Mall convince 
the world of fin, becauſe they believe not in me, 
F nbe- 


Unbelic 
vinces 1 
neglect 
his love 
vince tl 
in me; 
tatis pe 
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Unbelicf then is the great ſin that the Spirit con- 
yinces ſouls of: And what is unbelief, but the 


neglect and refuſal of Chriſt, and the offers of 
his love made to us in the Goſpel ? He ſhall con- 


vince the world of fin, becauſe they believe not 


in me; 1. e. De allo magna & grandi increduli- 
tatis peccato ; He ſhall convince them of that 


rand fin of unbelief (as a learned man expounds 


it ) as if Chriſt ſhould ſay, He ſhall make men 


ſee the black and heinous nature of the ſin of re- 
jecting me and my love: He ſhall humble them 


for it, and ſet them a bleeding over it. This 
fin of rejecting Chriſt, ſome of the ſchoolmen 
have called „ ara Peccatum, the greateſt 
ſin of all: And indeed, next unto the unpat- 
donable ſin, what greater? This is a fin moſt 


directly and immediately againſt Chriſt and the 
Goſpel. O for a vile wretched ſinner to ſhut 


the door of his ſoul againſt Chriſt the king of 
glory, and deny him entertainment, to refuſe 


and reject the frequent offers of him and his love; 
how great a fin muſt this be? And, ſoul, to 
convince thee the better of it, I ſhall ſuggeſt a 


few conſiderations to thee, holding forth a little 
of its black and horrid evil. | 


1. Conſider, That the negle& and refuſal of 


Chriſt and his love, is a ſin againſt a ſpecial and 


eminent command, and therefore a great and 
crying fin : The greater and more eminent the 
command is, which we tranſgreſs and fin againſt, 


the greater our ſin and guilt is in tranſgreſſing that 
command. Now, God does not only command 


us to receive and embrace Chri/t and his love 


Mat.xvii.5: But this command of his, is a great, 


ſignal and eminent command: So St. Jon tells us, 
. Ee + © 
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142 The Souls efpouſal, or 
1 John iii. 23. This is the commandment, That 
We believe on the name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt 
whom he hath ſent. What is it to believe on the 
name of doſe Chrift, but to receive and embrace 
Chriſt offering himſelf in the Goſpel to us, and 
live upon him, having ſo received and embraced 
him? Now (ſays he) This rs the commandnent, 
his great, his ſpecial commandment in a moſt 
ſignal and eminent manner; and Chriſt himſelf 
aſſerts the ſame thing, John vi. 28, 29. In the 
28. verſe they aſk him, What ſhall we do, that 
we may work the works of God ? His anſwer in 
the 29. verſe, is, This is the work of God, that 
ye believe on him whom he hath ſent, i. e. that ye 
receive and embrace me, and live upon me, 
by believing : This is [the] work of God, the 
great work which he commands you, and ex- 
pects from you: Believing, is here called the 
Work of God, becauſe it is of God's operation 
or that which God works in us; and be- 
Cauſe *tis the great thing which he commands 
and requires of us. To reject and refuſe Chriſt 
then, is a fin againſt a ſignal and eminent com- 
mand, indeed againſt the great command of the 
Goſpel ; and therefore muſt needs be a great 
and crying fin. More particularly ; 


1. The neglect and refuſal of Chriſt and bis 


love, is a ſin againſt a clear and expreſs com- 


mand of God, a command wherein the Autho— 
rity of God does peculiarly and eminently ſhine 


forth: So much is held forth in the place men- 


tioned before, 1 John iii. 28. This is his com- 
mandment, (ſays he, ſpeaking of the command- 
ment of faith) his expreſs commandment, a 
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commandment wherein his authority is evidently 
and peculiarly ſeen ; the authority of God ſhines 
forth in all his commands, but eſpecially in this 
above the reſt : Therefore this, you fee, has an 
emphaſis put upon it: This is his commandment : 
Now the more clearly and eminently the autho- 


rity of God ſhines forth in any command, the 
greater our fin and guilt is in tranſgreſſing that 


command. | | 


2. The neglect and refuſal of Chrift and his 


love, is a fin againſt a command, wherein the 
heart of God and Chrift does much lie, and is 
therefore a great ſin. This is a true rule, That 
the more the mind and heart of the law-giver is 
on any law or command, the greater is our ſin 
and. guilt, in the breach and tranſgreſſion of that 
law or command : Now God's command to us, 
to receive Chriſt by believing, is a command 
wherein his own heart, as well 2s the heart of 
Chri/?, does much lie: Indeed there is nothing 
in all the world, that the heart of God and Chr:/t 
is more ſet upon, or deſirous of than this; that 


ſouls ſhould embrace Chri/t by believing, and be- 


come one with him in a marriage-covenant : 
Witneſs the freeneſs of their offers, the frequency 
of their calls, the importunateneſs of their pleas, 
the patientneſs of their waitings,ihe affectionate- 


neſs of their entreaties, the friendlineſs of their 


upbraidings, the patheticalneſs of their lamen- 


tings, the ſweetneſs of their wooings, the un- 


weariedneſs of their drawings, and the graciouſ- 
neſs of their dealings in reference hereunto. 
But you have already ſeen, how much the heart 
of Chri/t, and in him the heart of the Father, is 
on this buſineſs, Now to tranſgreſs ſuch a com- 


mand, 
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144 The Souls ſpouſal, or 


mand, a command wherein the heart of God 
and Chriſt does ſo much lie, and to run counter 
to that which they ſo much deſire ; O, what a 
fin muſt this needs be 


The neglect and refuſal of Chrift, | is a fin. 


againſt a command, which has virtually all the 
commands of God in it; and ſo in the breach 
and tranſgreſſion thereof, we break and tranſ- 
probs all. And, O how great a fin muſt this 
be! To believe on Chriſt, is comprehenſive 
of all that God commands and requires of us : 

This is ſo his commandment, as that in obey- 

ing this, we obey all ; and in violating this we 
violate all: and ſo he eſteems and accounts it: This 
is evident from John vi. 21. 29. Fhat ſpall we do 
(ſay they) that we may work the works of God? This 
16 4 works of God (ſays Chriſt) to believe on him 
whom he hath ſent Pray mark, they ſpeak of 
[works] in the plural number ; ; they would 
know what all theſe works were which God re- 
quired, and what the extent of the command 
was: And Chrift in his anſwer reduces all to 
one, and that is faith, by which he ſhews, that 
as all is vain without faith, ſo faith is virtually 
all that God requires: 7. be ir the work of God 
( ſays he) as if he ſhould ſay, Here is all in one 
to believe on, and receive me, is comprehen- 
ſive of all: And accordingly, my beloved, to 
re ject Chrift and his love, is to break all at once, 
and to violate all at once; 'tis to rebel againſt, 

and pour contempt upon the whole mind and 
will of God at once, and in effect to renounce 
all duty and allegiance to him. Suitable where- 
unto is the obſervation of a learned man upon 
that place, JK xvi. 8, 9. . here (ſays he) 
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dl calls unbelief | fin] fumply and we ls ite , becauſe 
T Wl that fin comprehends all 15 nit. O, Re great 
4 a tin then mutt this be! 

4. The neglect and refuſal of Chrit, is a ſin 
n againſt a command of much love, All God's 
© | commands have love in them; ; they are deſign'd 
h by him for our good, (as the ſcripture tells us; 
4 but eſpecially this command of his, That we 1 
S ſhould receive and embrace his Son: For what —— 
© is this command, but a command to us to 1 
be ſaved, a command to us to be happy? What 
is this, dut a commanding of us to live for ever- 
© more, to be eternally bleſſed in and with himſclt ? 
And, O how great a fin mult the tranſgreflion 
0 of ſuch a command be? Did God command us 


any hard or ſevere thing, ſomething that tend- 
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d to our prejudice, and not our happineſs, that 

tf were ſomewhat ; but when he commands us no- 

4 thing but to be happy, and to be happy in the 

- | beſt way; O how great a fin mult 1 It be to trant- 

1 grcfs ſuch a co mmand ! 

Y 2. Conſider ; the neglect and refuſal of Ct 

tis a fin, which in a peculiar manner derogates 

„tom him, and pours great contempt upon him, 

and therefore a great fin. The more contempt 

any fin pours upon CHriſt, and the more it de- 

a rozates from him, the greater that fin is. Now, 11 
hat fin derogates more from Chri/t, or pours 14 
, greater contempt upon him, than the neglect. 14 
| and refuſal of him offering hiniſclf to us, docs ? 1 
| This is a fin which takes the crown off from þ [ 
; Chri/t's head, and throws it in the duſt: In e ery bi : 
b way, and in all reſpects, it pouis 5 885 Contempt | 14 
| 8877 bim. . 
I.) This ſin vilifies and pours contempt upon 14 
ö | : 0 the RE, 1 
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the perſon of Chr:/2. 


does; hence call'd a treading under foot the Sin 
/ God, (which argues the higheſt contempt 

imaginable) Heb. x. 29. Every refuſal of Chrif 
carries that language concerning him in it, Jaa. 
liti. 2. Fhen we fee him, there is no beauty in 


him, for which we ſhould deſire him : He has nei- 
ther form nor comelineſs in him: He is a perſon 


of no worth, no defirablencſs. O, what con. 
tempt is this to be caſt upon Chriſt ! And how 
much does it derogate from him! 

2.) This fin vilifies and pours contempt upon 


the work, office, and undertaking of Chriff | 
us mediator, upon all that he has done and ſuf— 


tered ; with all the riches of his grace, and his 
love manifeſted therein. Hence *tis call'd, as 
a treading of the Son of God under foot; ſo an 
accounting his blood à common and an unholy thing, 
a thing of no worth, no uſe, no value, no ex- 


_ cellency, Heb. x. 29. Great, my beloved, was 
the work and undertaking of Chrift, as our me- 


diator; and great were the things which he both 
did and ſuftcred in the diſcharge of that work 
and undertaking ; great alſo was his grace and 
love towards us in all, and accordingly, great 
mult our fin aud guilt be, in pouring contempt 
. thereon, which we do by refuſing of him: Here» 
by we pour contempt upon all his acts, and 
all his offices, as mediator, upon all his merits, 
and all his purchaſes, upon all his grace and love 
in bleeding and dying for us: We do hereby in 
effect ſay, That neither Chriſt, nor any thing 

| | - which 


. Chrij?'s perſon. is it:finite- | 
ly amiable, and accordingly to vilify and con-! 
temn his perſon, mult be a great fin, and con- 
tract great guilt; and this the refuſal of him 
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which he has purchaſed, is worth accepting and 


embracing : That we had rather that he had 
never died, never become a days-man between 


God and us, that he might have kept his blood 
to himſelf, and we will not thank him for ſhed- 
ing of it ; that we need neither him, nor any 


thing that is his: Hereby we do in effect ſay, 


that the whole Goſpel is a cheat, a lie, a mere 


deluſion: That Chriſt is an hard maſter, and 


rules with rigour ; that ſalvation is little worth, 
and the like, O what horrid contempt of Chri/t 
is this! 


This fin plainly prefers a poor, baſe, vile 
luft b 


efore Chriſt and all the glorious riches and 


treaſures of Chriſt, And O, what contempt of 


him is this! Why do men refuſe Chriſt, and 
the offers of his love ! Surely 'tis for the ſake, 
and from the love of ſome luſt or other, either 


the luft of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, or the 


pride of life: And if fo, then by refuſing of 


him, they do really prefer this luſt before him, 
and all the treaſures of his grace and love. And 
thus indeed you find it to be, Matth. xxii. 1-15. 


as alſo Luke xiv. 18, 19, 20. where Chriſt 


offers himſelf with all his treaſures, to poor ſin- 
ners, who yet ſlight and refuſe both him and 


them. And why ſo? The one has a farm, the 


other a merchandize; and all have ſome carnal 


concern to mind : The ſum is, they have a luſt 
to be ſatished ; and therefore Chriſt and all = 
treaſures of his love, muſt be rejected. By r 

fuſing of Chriſt, we do in effect ſay, that there 


is more good, more ſweetneſs, more happineſs 


in a luſt, in a little carnal, worldly pleaſure and 
Young, than there | is in Chriſt, and all that 
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143 The Soul's effouſal, or 
is his. Hereby we do in effect fay, That men 
are deceived in Chriſt, that the word of God 
makes a falſe report of him, that he is not ſuch 
a ſaviour, nor is his ſalvation ſo great as the one 
and the other 1s repreſented to be. O what con- 
_ tempt is this, to be caſt upon Chriſt! E/u 
(you know) is ſaid to deſpiſe his birth-right, 
And how? By preferring a meſs of pottage, er 


a morſel of meat before it, Gen. xxv. 34. Put, 


O how much more do we contemn Chriſt and 
his love, by preferring a baſe vile luſt before 
him and it! Surely, greater contempt of Chriſt 


than this, can't well be found. And how great 


then muſt the fin of the refuſal of Chriſt be, 
and kow much ſhouid we tremble at it ? 


4. Conſider, That the neglect and refuſal of 


Chriſt is a fin, which in an eminent manner 


darkens and oppoſes the glory of God, and reflects 
the higheſt diſhonour upon him of all others; 


and therefore a great fin: The more ary fin 
_ darkens and oppoies the glory of God, the great- 
er the guilt of that ſin is: For (firſt) the more 
any ſin oppoſes the glory of God, and reflects 
diſhonour upon him, the more contrary it is 

to the higheſt good; and the more contrary any 
| tin is to the higheſt good, the greater the guilt 
of it muſt necds be, And (ſecondly) the more 


any fin oppoſes the glory of God, and reflects 


diſhonour. upon him, the more it thwarts and 


contradicts the higheſt end of man: And the 


more any fin thwarts and contradicts the higheſt 
end of man, the greater the guilt of that fin 1s. 
Nov the neglect and refuſal of Chriſt, is what 
eminently oppoſes the glory of God, and reflects 


diſhonour upon him: The reception and enter- 


tain ment of Ghri/t puts an honour upon the Fa- 
| ther. 


: i 
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ther. Indeed every act of faith honours God, 
Nam. iv. 20. And eſpecially this great and fun- 
damental act of faith, in embracing Chriſt. So 
on the other hand, the neglect and refuſal of 
Chriſt, is what reflects diſhonour upon God, it 
throws his glory in the duſt; and hence 'tis that 
this ſin is ſo exceeding provoking to him, as in 
the Scripture 'tis repreſented to be: Particularly 
take here two things. 5 

1.] This fin of refuſing Chriſt is what flights 
and contemns all the glorious excellencies and 
perfections of God at once; and ſo can't but caſt 


very great diſhonour upon him, and be the very 


oppoſite to his glory : in Chriſt, my beloved, 
all the glorious excellencies and perfections of 
God are eminently manifeſted and diſplay'd : in 
him do all the glorious counſels of his grace and 


love meet, and in refuſing him, we deſpiſe and 
pour contempt upon all. In him docs his love 


eminently ſhine forth, and the fulneſs of it reſt, 
1 John iv. 9, 10. In him is juſtice, righteoul- 
nels and holineſs eminently manifeſted and diſ— 
play'd, Rom. tit. 25, 6. In him does his wit- 
dom, yea, his manifold wiſdom appear and re- 
veal itſelf: In a word, whole God is manifeſted 
and revealed in him, and withal tender'd to the 
emdiaces of our faith and love: In every offer 
of Chriſt made to us in the Goſpel, God docs 
in effect ſay to us, Whatever I am, or can do 


as God, that I'll be todo for you, to make 


you happy for ever : Accordinzly to refute 
Chriſt muſt needs pour contempt upon all!: 


it flights and pours contempt upon the grace of 


God, the wiſdom of God, the power of God, 
the juſtice of God, the holineſs of Cod, the 


tulacſs, and allfuſiciency: of God, and all the 
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ancient glorious counſels of his love concerning 
ſouls : To refuſe Chriſt is in effect to ſay, that 
the grace of God is no grace, at leaſt not wor- 


thy of our acceptance : That his juſtice and ho- 


lineſs are not to be regarded, and that we value 
them not: That his wiſdom is folly, and his 
power weakneſs; that his fulneſs has little in 


it, and is no way able to ſatisfy us, and make 


us happy : That a broken ciſtern is as good as 

that fountain of living waters: And hereby we 
downright deny his faithfulneſs, and put the lie 
upon him, 1 Zehn v. 10. We do in effect ſay, 
That the God of truth is a liar, that his witnefs 
and teſtimony is not to be credited, that his 


word of promiſe is a mere deluſion, and of no 


other uſe, than to beguile ſouls : O, what con- 
tempt, what diſhonour muſt all this caſt upon 


the bleſſed God, and what horrible wickedneſs 


muſt it be? To make God a liar (ſays a learned 


man) 7s an horrible and execrable impiety : There- 


vy we take that from him which is moſt dear and 
proper to him. O tremble, ſoul, tremble at the 
blickneſs and helliſhneſs of this fin ! 

 2.] This fin of refuſing Chriſt, is what is di- 
rectly oppoſite to the higheſt deſign of God for 
hes own glory, and robs him of that glory which 


is moſt dear to him. What, my beloved, was 


the higheſt deſign that ever God laid and catiy'd 
on for his own glory? Verily, *twas Chiilt, 
and the ſalvation of ſinners by Chrift : He de- 
ſign'd himſelf a revenue of glory in making the 
world, and he does defign himſelf a revenue of 


| glory in all he does in governing the world: But 


that wherein he has deſign'd the higheſt revenue 


ef glory to himſclf, is, the myſtery of Chrift, 


and 
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and ſalvation by Chrift : So much is evident from 


Eph. i. 11, 12, 14. In whom (ſays he, ſpeaking 
of Chriſt) we have obtained an inheritance, being 
predeſtinated according to the purpoſe of him, who 


has ws all thing according to the counſel of his 
own will, that we ſhould be to the praiſe of his 


glory : And again, ver. 14. unto the praiſe of 


his glory: The ſum is this, that God's glory 


was his great end in the diſpenſation of Chriſt, 


and our falvation by him ; and alſo that in and 


by that diſpenſation he did deſign the higheſt re- 


venue of glory to himſelf. For pray obſerve, 


firſt, he calls it, The praiſe of his glory, the ſplen- 


dor and higheſt emanation of his glory, Se- 


condly, He repeats this deſign of God 7o the 
praiſe of his glory; and again, to the praiſe of his 
glery, which denotes this to be the grand deſign 
tor his glory. And again, what is that glory that 


is the moſt near to God? Verily, *tis the glory 
of his grace: Grace is his darling attribute, and 


the glory of his grace is moſt dear to him : 


Hence this has been peculiarly his deſign in the 


whole myſtery of Chriſt: So the ſame apoſtle 
tell us Eph. i. 6. who having before ſpoken of 


the great myſtcries of predeſtination and re- 
demption by Chriſt, here in ver. 6. tells you, 


what was God's great deſign in all, viz. The 


preije of the glory of his grace : Tis the crown- 
ing of grace, and the enthroning of grace, 


which God in a peculiar manner delights in: 
Now, if the higheſt deſign of God for his own 
glory, be by the myſtery of Chriſt, and our ſal- 
vation by Chriſt, and the glory of his grace be 
moſt dear to «ag ; then 'tis clear that our re- 


tuling of Chriſt 1s moſt oppokite to the higheſt | 
deſign 
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deſign that God ever carry'd on for his own 
glory, and robs him of that glory which is moſt 
dear to him: For alas! This is in effect to ſay, 
That God has laid out no grace upon ſinners in 
the diſpenſation of Chriſt, and that he deſerves 
no glory upon the account of that diſpenſation : 


This is in effect to tell him, That neither his 


Chriſt, nor his grace in him, is worth minding, 
worth receiving; and that we are no ways be— 

| holden to him for the one, or the other: And 
O what diſhonour muſt this reflect upon God, 
and how darkning to his glory! And according- 
ly, ſoul, ler thee and I tremble at it, and at the 
blackneſs and horridneſs of that ſin, that has 
ſuch a dreadful effect. | 
3-] Conſider, That the neglect and refuſal of 
Chri/t, is a ſin which directly and immediately 
murders the ſoul, and damns it eternally, and 
therefore muſt needs be a great fin : That fin 
that does moſt directly and immediately murder 


the ſoul, and deſtroy it eternally, muſt needs be 


a great fin, and ſhould be greatly dreaded by us: 


And what fin is it that does this, but our neglect 
and refuſal of Chriſt? And, ſoul, that thou 


may'ſt be the more deeply convinced of this, 
ſeriouſly weigh theſe following propoſitions. 


Firſt, that the neglect and refuſal of Chriſt | 


is a fin, which rejects the only remedy of ſinful 
ſouls : poor ſinners are in themſelves dead, loſt, 


undone, and periſhing for ever: they are ſick, 
and ſick to death; they are ſinful, and finful to 


damnation 3 and there is one, and but one re- 
_ medy for them, and that is Chriſt : Chriſt and 
bis blood, Chriſt and his grace, Chriſt and bis 


fulneſs; beſides this there is no balm in Gilead, _ 
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ne phyſician there for them; neither is there ſal- 


vation in any other, Acts iv. 14. Therefore by 


refuſing and rejecting him, they refuſe and reject. 


the only remedy : he indeed is acompleat, as well 
as an only remedy : he is able, and as willing as He 
is able, to ſave to the very uttermoſt, as the ſcripture 
tells us: but they by rejecting of him exclude 
themſelves from his ſaving efficacy, and ſo there- 
by do directly murder their own ſouls, _ 

2. That the neglect and refuſal of Chriſt is a 
ſin, which binds all a man's other fins faſt to 
him: it is a great and weighty ſaying which a 


worthy divine has : Unbelief, x7; he (which 


is properly the neglect and refuſal of Chriſt) binds 
all a man's ſins faſt to his ſoul, and damnation 
faſt to his ſins: it is indeed the: bond of all our 


guilt and all our miſery z that which makes the 
curſe cleave clole to us for ever: and while a 


man remains in this ſin, it is impoſſibie that he 
ſhould be acquitted and diſcharged from the guilt 


of any one of all his ſins: it is (I remember) - 
Auſtin's obſervation upon that 1 5 on Xxvi. 
8, 9. where Chriſt tells us, that his 


irit ſhall 
convince the world of ſin, becauſe they , not 
in him : Chriſt (ſays he) inſtances in the fin 

infidelity in a ſpecial manner becauſe that 4 
remaining, all our other ſins remain: but 
that being taken away, all others are forgiven. 
Faith (as one of the ancients expreſſes it) delet 


omnta peccata, blots out all ſins; but unbelief, 


that binds all faſt upon us : hence that word of 


Chriſt, if ye believe not, ye ſhall die in your ſins: 


i. e. your fins ſhall cleave cloſe to you to the very 
death, Zohn viii. 24. This will be further evi- 


dent | in the next propoſition: therefore conſider, 


3. That 
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3. That though all fin be killing and damn- 


ing, yet no fin ſhall ever damn or deſtroy us, 
_uniets we add thereto the ſin of neglect or refu- 


fal of Chriſi it is true, every fin is damning; 


ſin within, fin without: the wages of ſin is death, 
Rom. vi. 23. And the apo/tle tels us, there 
ii @ juſt recompence of reward due to every tranſ- 
Lreſſion and diſobedience, Heb. ii. 2. But though 

every ſin be damning, yet whatever a man's ſins 
are, though never ſo many, never ſo great; 

they ſhall, they can, never damn him, in caſe 
he receives, and embraces Chri/t : indeed under 


the law the immediate cauſe of mens periſhing 


was fin in general: but under the goſpel the on- 
ly immediate cauſe of mens periſhing is the re- 
jection of Chriſt and his grace through unbelief: 
ſo much Chriſt himſelt tells us in that known 
place, John iii. 18, He that believeth on the Son 
is nit condemned; but he that believeth not, is con- 
aemned already, becauſe he hath not believed on the 


name of the only begotten Son of God. He that be- 


lieveth on Chriſt is not condemned and why 
ſo? is it becauſe he has no fins to condemn him? 
No, but becauſe believing on Chriſt, all his fins 


are done away: but he that believeth not on him 
is condemned already and why? is it becauſe he 


is a finner in general, or becauſe his fins are 
many and great fins? No, but becauſe he hath 
not believed on the name of the only begotten Son of 


God: the ſum of all is this: the immediate cauſe = 


of mens condemnation 1s not this ſin or that ſin, 


but their refuſing of Chriſt by unbelief : hence 


you have it fo frequently up and down the Goſ- 
pel : he that believeth ſhall be ſaved : he that be- 
lieveth not ſhall be damned, and the like: well 

25 „%%% ira then, 
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then, if our refuſing of Chriſt be the rejecting 
of the only remedy of ſinful ſouls; if it be what 
binds all a man's fins faſt upon him ; and if none 
of all a man's other fins, though many and great, 
ſhould or could ever damn him, wete not this 
ſin of refuſing Chriſt added to them ; then cer- 
tainly this is that fin which does moſt directly 
and immediately murder the foul : O how great 
a ſin then does this ſpeak it to be! Murder is a 
great fin, an iniquity to be puniſhed by the judge; 
nor do we look upon a murderer fit to live: but no 
murder like to ſoul- murder; nor ſhould we ſuffer 
this ſoul-murderer to live one moment. 


4. Conſider, that the negle& and refuſal of 


Chriſt is a fin which argues you to be really in 


love with your fins, which truly and indeed 
chuſes death rather than life, loves darkneſs 
more than light, and which leaves you without 
the leaſt colour of excuſe or room of appeal for 
ever: And O what a black and horrid fin muſt 
this then be ! A little of each. „„ 
1. This ſin of neglecting and refuſing Chriſt, 
is, what really argues you to be in love with 
2 ſins, and to have flight thoughts of them: 
or men to act fin is bad; but to have light 
thoughts of ſin, and to be in love with it, is 
much worſe; ſin being againſt an infinite good, 
even infinitely contrary to the bleſſed God, bas 
in a ſort an infinite evil in it: and to be in love 
with that which has an infinite evil in it, O how 


dreadful a thing is this! Vet this your refuſal of 


Chriſt carries in it: For pray mark, had not 
you ſlight thoughts of fin, you would not refuſe 
the pardon of fin, when offered you, but would 
account it worthy. of all acceptation ; and were 
you not in love with your fins, vea, Freun, in 

. love 
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love with them, you would not chooſe and de- 
fire to continue in your fins ; much leſs would 
you refuſe and reject ſo great a good, as Chriſt 
is, for the ſake of your ſins : Should a con- 
demued malefactor refuſe the king's free pardon, 
would not this argue him to have ſlight thoughts 
of death; yea, to be in love with it, and to pre- 
fer it before life? As clearly does your refuſing 
of Chriſt argue you to have ſhght thoughts of 
ſin, and to be in love with it: O were you not 
in love with your ſins, you would be glad of a 
diſcharge and deliverance from them, and would 
with all readineſs and joyfulneſs embrace it, 
when freely offered to you, as in Chri/t it is. 

"This ſin of refuſing Chrift is what truly and 
indeed ſpeaks you to love darkneſs more than 
light, and to chuſe death rather than life: *Tis 
what prefers fin and death before Chri/t, and 
life, and grace : O what a black fin then mult 
it be? This Chriſt himſelf aſſerts concerning it, 
and that as an high aggravation of it, and what 
makes it doubly damning, 7. iii. 19. This ts 
the condemnation, that light is come into the word, 
and men love darkneſs rather than light, Chriſt 
and the good things of Chr: 
light; on the other hand fin and death, fin and 
the miſeries that attend it, are called dar kneſs: 


Now (ſays Chriſt) men by unbelief and refuſ- 


ing of me do declare, that they love this darx- 


niels before this light: Men by refuſing of me 
do in effect love, chuſe, prefer fin, and death, 
and darkneſs before me, and my grace, me and 


that eternal life which I would give them: 0 


what a fin is this; Chri/t may truly ſay to ſin- 


ners, as Moſes to them of old, Deut. xxx. 19. 


1/t are here called 


I call 


I call 
JL hat 
and « 
live: 
life, 
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dread 
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I call heaven and earth to record this day, that 
1 have ſet before you, life and death, bleſſing 


and curſing ; therefore chuſe life, that ye may 


live: Now, for them to chuſe death and reject 
life, to chuſe the curſe, and reject the bleſſing: 
This is a dreadful fin indeed, and the more 


dreadful, on the one hand, becauſe the light 
is ſo lovely and amiable ; and on the other hand, 


the darkneſs is ſo odious and terrible: as alſo 
becauſe the obligations which lie upon us to love, 
chuſe, and preter the light before darkneſs, are 


ſo weighty and forcible : For Chrift earneſtly 


deſires it, he graciouſly counſels it, he ſtrictly 
commands it, and no leſs than a whole eternity 


of glorious and unſpeakable happineſs depends 
upon it: O think of theſe things. | 


3. This fin of refuſing Chriſt is a fin which 


leaves you without the leaſt colour of excuſe, or 


room of appeal for ever; which muſt argue it 
to be a great fin indeed. Firſt, it leaves you 


' without the leaſt colour of excuſe, without the 


Icaſt colour of excuſe for fin, and without the 
leaſt colour of excuſe why you ſhould not die 


for fin: This Chri/t himſelf is expreſs in, 70%. 


xv. 22. If I had not come, and ſpoken to them, 


they had not had fin; but now they have no cloak. 


for therr fin. If bad not come and ſpoken to 
them (viz. in the Goſpel) revealing my Fa- 
ther's will, and offering myſelf and my grace 
to them. They had not had fin : 1. e. Not fo 
great ſin. But now they have no cloak, no ex- 
cuſe for their ſin: Now they have no pretence 


to make, nothing wherewith to colour or ex- 

tenuate their ſin. The neglect and refuſal of 

Chriſt leaves men altogether inexcuſable, and 
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it will do fo, to be ſure, in the laſt day: O 


when God in the day of his righteous judg- 


ment ſhall demand of men that have lived 
under the Goſpel, why they ſinned, and why 
they are found in their fins, and being found in 
their ſins, why they ſhould not die for ever: 
what will they have to fay by way of excuſe or 
apology for themſclves? Verily nothing; but 
will be /peechleſs, as he is ſaid to be, Mat. xxii. 


12. They can't ſay, they were not warned of 


the evil of fin : They can't ſay, that pardon 


and ſalvation were not offered them: They can't 


ſay, that the offer was not full, and free, and 
clear : They can't ſay, they had to do with an 
hard maſter ; nor can they ſay, that fin is not 
worthy of death: They will have nothing to 


ſay. Secondly, it leaves you without the leaſt 
room or place of appeal for ever: I may ſay 
here, as tis ſaid in another caſe, 1 Sam. li. 25. 


F one man ſin againſt another, the judge ſhall 


judge him; but if a-man ſin againſt the: Lord, 


who ſhall intreat for him? So if a man fin 


againſt the law by tranſgrefling of it, he may 
appeal to the Goſpel, and the grace of Chriſt 


there: But if a man fin againſt Chriſt and his 
grace offered in the Goſpel, where then ſhall 

he appeal? Verily there is no appeal to be made, 
no relief to be found for him. If a man be con- 

demned at the ſeat of juſtice, as having ſinned a- 

gainſt the law, he may appeal unto the mercy-ſeat, 

the throne of grace, and find ſweet relief; but 

if he fin againſt the mercy-ſeat, and the throne 
of grace, then he has nothing to appeal to, that 

may adminiſter relief to him : now by refuſing 

of Chriſt we fin againſt the throne of grace, 
we 
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we pull down, what in us lies, the mercy-ſeat : 


and where then ſhall we appeal ? O conſider 
theſe things, and learn by them to dread this 
ſin of refuſing Chriſt: I might ſay much more 
to convince you of the heinous evil of it; but 


let this ſuffice : Sure I am *tis enough too; and 
had we the due ſenſe of it upon our ſpirits, it 
would make us tremble at it for ever. | 
3. Wouldeſt thou indeed be eſpouſed to 
Chriſt? Then give not way to the d ſcourage- 


ments of ſenſe; but bear up thy ſou] upon 


the encouragements of faith, upon ſuch 6% 


pel principles and conſiderations, as do tend 
to draw ſinners to faith in Chri/? : Poſſibly, upon 
reading and conſidering the woful miſery of 


thy condition without Chriſt, and the dread{ul 


heinouſneſs of 1 Gong fin and gullt, in thy long 


and frequent refuſing of him, diſcouragements 


not a few may ariſe within; and indeed no ſoon- 
er uſually does a poor ſou] look towards Chriit, 


or think of cloſing wich him in a marriage-co- 
venant; but preſently multitudes of diſcourage- 


ments ariſe to deter her therefrom : O, ſays ſhe, 
what a monſtrous ſinner am 11 How have I de- 


ſpiſed Chriſt and his grace! How long have I 


ſtood it out againſt him! I have ſerved. my luſts 


all my days, and rejected his calls: To what 


purpoſe do I now talk of cloſing with him? 
Theſe, and multitudes of ſuch like diſcourage- 


ments do ariſe-in the fqul, which being given 
way to, do effectually keep her from Chriſt: 
But if ever, ſoul, thou wouldeſt attain to union 


and communion with him, thou muſt ſhut thine 


eyes and heart too againſt all GUCOUrAgements 
P 2 | ot 
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of this nature; and though they preſs in upon 
thee again and again ; yet thruſt them out, fix- 


ing thine eye and heart upon the encouragements 


of faith ; dwell much in the thoughts of them, 
and bear up thy ſoul upon ſuch Goſpel-princi- 


pics and conſiderations, as do tend to weaken 


unbelief, and beget faith in the ſoul ; and for 
thy help herein I ſhall mention ſome of theſe 
encouragements of faith, or Goſpel principles, 
which I would have thee to be ſerious and fre- 
quent in the contemplation of. 

1. The firſt Goſpel- principle, or encourage- 
ment of faith, which thou ſhouldſt bear up thy 
ſoul upon, and be frequent in the contempla— 
tion of, is this; that there is a rich, a glorious, 


and an overflowing fulneſs of all good treaſured 


up in Chriſt for poor ſinners and that his grace 
docs abundantly exceed both our wants and fins: 
is the work and nature of unbelief, to leſſen 
-n limit the fulneſs of Chriſt in the eye of the 
soul: It ſhews the ſoul the multitude of her 
fins and wants; but it conceals and locks up 
Chriſt's treaſure and fulneſs: And, what ever 
we pretend, the ground of our not cloſing with 
Chriit, at leaſt one principal one, is this, that 
we doubt of his fulneſs, we do not ſee enough in 
Chriſt to ſupply our wants, and relieve our diſ- 


treſles: Unbelief perſuading us, that Chrift is 
not the Chriſt the Scripture repreſents him to 


be : But, foul, away with all ſuch apprehen- 
tons, and dwell thou in the contemplation of 


Chriſt's infinite fulneſs : Look to him as one in- 


hnitely able to ſupply thy wants, to pardon thy 
ſins, to heal thy maladies, to ſubdue thy luſts, 


to ſanctify thy heart, and to ſave thy ſoul eter- I 
| | | nally: | 
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union with Chriſt, 161 
nally : Look upon him, as the Scripture repre- 
ſents him: The Scripture tells thee ; That it 
pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould all fulneſs 
A, Col. i. 19. All fulneſs of grace and lite, 
all fulneſs of peace and pardon, all fulneſs of 


lighteouſneſs and ſalvation : There is in Chriſt not 
only a fulneſs of abundance, but of redundance, 


an overflowing fulneſs ; a fulneſs infinitely ſuper- 


abounding our fins and wants: The Scripture 
tells us, That he 1s able to Nr until the ery 


uttermaſt all that come unto God by him, Heb. vit. 
25. Save, able to ſave, able to fave to the ut- 
termoſt ; and that not one or two, but all that 


come unto God by him : The Scripture 8 


of Chriſt's unſearchable riches, Epheſ. iii. 8. 


The ocean of his grace is not to be ſounded by 


the longeſt line of the largeſt created under- 
ſtanding ; ; Paul experienced the ſuperabounding 


fulneſs of his grace, and has left it upon record 
for our encouragement, 1 Tim. i. 14. The grace 


F our Lord was exceeding abundant; it was 
more than enough: I found more grace in Chriſt 
(as one expreſſes it) than I knew what to do 
withal; and yet what was this Paul? Himſelf 


tells you in the very verſe before and after, he 


was a blaſphemer, a perſecutor, and the chief of 


ſinners, a man every way of as many fins and 
wants, as thou art: Accordingly view him, and 
bear up thy ſoul in the face of all diſcourage- 
ments. Reaſon thus with thyſelf: True, my con- 


dition is ſad, my wants are exceeding many, 


and my fins excceding great: But what then? 
I there no balm in Gilead? Is there no phyſician 
here? Is not Chriſt able to ſave me, and that 


to the utinoſt notwithſtanding all? Look, Oy 
p 3 e ſoul, 
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ſoul, yonder is ſweet Jeſus upon the throne at 
the Father's right hand, full of grace and truth; 
look upon him, and confider : What are all thy 
wants to his riches and fulneſs? What are all 
thy miſeries and diſtreſſes to his bowels of mer- 
cy? What are all thy ſins to the merit of his 
blood, thy provocations to his ſatisfaction? 
Were thy wants more and greater than the 

are, his fulneſs could ſupply them all? were thy 
ſins greater and more heinous than they are, his 
blood could cleanſe thee from all : The blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin, 1 Joh. i. 7, 
There is infinitely more worth in his merits to 
pardon and juſtify thee, than there is evil in thy 
ſins to damn and deſtroy thee : True, I have a 
fountain of ſin, and guilt, and death in me: But 
here's a deeper fountain of grace, and life, and 
_ 1ighteouſneſs in him: ſee, O my foul, fee how 
_ vaſt and large his treaſures of grace and glory 
are, and bear up thyſelf upon them: O did fin- 
ners dwell more in the view of the glorious ful- 


neſs of Chriſt, they would be more in love with 


him, and hereby would counter-work and under- 


mine unbelief in one of its greateſt artifices, 


whereby it keeps ſouls from him, I ſhall here 


for thy encouragement only ſubjoin the ſaying 


of a worthy divine. Chri/t (ſays he) can, and 
it becometh him well to give more than my 
narrow ſoul can receive. If there were ten thou- 
find thouſand millions of worlds, and as ma- 


ny heavens ſull of men and angels, Ci 


would not be pinched to ſupply all their wants, 
and to fill them all. Chri/t is a well of life, but 
who knoweth how deep it is to the bottom? 
2. The ſecond Goſpel-principle or encourage- 
ment 
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ment of faith which thou ſhouldſt bear up thy 
ſoul upon, and be frequent in the contemplation 
of, is this : That as there is ſuch a glorious and 
:nexhauſtible fulneſs in Chri/?, ſo this fulneſs is 
in him, not for himſelf, but to be diſpenſed and 
communicated to poor fouls coming to him : 
True (may the foul ſay) here is fulneſs enough, 
riches and treaſures enough of all good in Chri/t; 
but what's this to me, or wherein does 1t con- 
bern me? Wherein does it concern thee? Why, 
*tis wholly thy concern, and the concern of 
| ſuch, as thou art: For whatever fulneſs he has 
in kim, tis treaſured up in him for ſouls, for 
ſinners, yea, for the worlt of ſinners: How 
8 is that word? Pſal. Ixviii. 18. where, 
ſpeaking of Chriſt, the Holy Ghoſt tells us, hat 
0 hath received gifts for men He hath received 
gifts, i. e. He has a fulneſs of all good in his 
hand, and at his diſpoſal, and this for men. Ay, 
but 1 am a devil (ſays the ſoul) a rebel, and 
what's this to me ? obſerve what follows, and 
thou wilt find it concerns thee, yea thee eſpe- 
cially: He hath received gifts for men, yea, for 
_ the rebillious alſo : Hence alſo *tis, that he is ſaid 
to be made Head over all things to the church, 
Eph. i. 22. He has all fulneſs dwelling in him, | 
but *tis as an head, and ſo *tis all for the uſe 
and ſervice of the body, for every poor ſoul that 
comes to him: and therefore *tis added, Head 
over all things to the church, i. e. for the church's 
uſe and ſervice of which he is head : Take 
a view of all that fulneſs that is in Chriſt, and 
tis all as much and as really for the uſe and ſer- 
vice of ſuch as come to him, and are made 
members of his body, as the treaſures and en- 


dowments 
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 dowments of the natural head are for the uſe 
and ſervice of the natural body, and the mem- 
bers thereof: And O what an encouragement is 
this to faith? "Tis the obſervation of a learned 
man upon the place laſt quoted. Left (ſays he) 


we ſhould think this great glory of Chriſt to be 4 


thing that does not concern us, he is here declared 
to be conſtituted and appointed by the Father to be 
the head of the whole church, Well then, ſoul, 
bear up thyſelf upon this encouragement : Say: 
Look, O my ſoul, look unto ſweet Jeſus, who 
hath received gifts for men: View him as one 


that has received a fulneſs of all grace from the 


Father, on purpoſe to be diſpenſed and commu- 
nicated to thee, and to ſuch as thou art: He 


has life in him, and he has it for thee: He has 


peace and pardon in him, and he has it for thee : 
He has wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, grace, and 
glory in him, and he has it for thee, and for 
ſuch as thou art; and therefore go to him, ex- 
pect all from him. | „„ | 

3. The third Goſpel- principle or encourage- 
ment of faith, which thou ſhouldſt bear up thy 


ſoul upon, and dwell much in the contemplation 
of, is this, that there is a perfect freedom and 


willingneſs in Chriſt, yea 'tis even genuine and 
natural to him to beſtow himſelf, with all his 
glorious riches and fulneſs, upon poor ſouls com- 
ing to him; Chriſt (as you heard) has all this 
fulneſs in him as an head; ſo you have it ex- 


preſly, Col. i. 18, 19. Now as *tis genuine and 


natural to the head to miniſter influence to the 


members: So *tis even genuine and natural to 


Chriſt to communicate his grace to poor fouls : 
Beſides, all that fulncſs that is in Chriſt 'tis in 
5 him 
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him not as God only, but as man: Tis depo- 


ſited and treaſured up in his human nature: 177 
pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould all Fulneſs 


dwell, Col. i. 19. In him, i. e. (as a learned 


man expounds it) in the man Chriſt, or in that 


human nature in which he died and tranſacted the 


buſineſs of our ſalvation, Tis true, the godhead 


or divine nature is the firſt ſpring or fountain 


of all grace; but the human nature of Chriſt is 
as it were a ſecond ſpring and fountain of grace : 
that is, a treaſury or ſtore-houſe, wherein all 
grace is laid up for us: Hence 'tis ſaid that as 
the Father hath life in himſelf, ſo he hath given 
to the Son to have life in himſelf ;, becauſe he is 
the Son of man, Joh. v. 26, 27. Chriſt as God 
hath life, i. e. all grace originally and indepen- 


dently in him, as the Father hath : Indeed as 


God he is the ſame infinite and independent 


fountain of life and grace with the Father: but 
tis as man that he is ſaid to have life and grace 


given to him: The ſum then is, that that glo- 
rious fulneſs of grace that is in Chriſt for ſinners, 
is fountain'd up in his human nature. And 


being fountain'd up in his human nature it will, 
and can't but flow, yea, overflow to, and upon 


poor ſouls that caſt themſelves upon him: The 
truth is, Tis to charge Chriſt with unkindneſs 
and unfaithfulneſs both at once, to ſuppoſe him 


unwilling to communicate himſelf and his ful- 


ness to ſinners coming to him: and, ſoul, canſt 
thou find in thy heart to lay ſo black a charge 
upon ſo ſweet and good a Chriſt ? *Tis the way 
and work of the devil and unbelief to perſuade 
fouls, that Chriſt will not receive them, nor 


communicate his grace and fulneſs to them 


though 
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though they ſhould come to him, which they en- 
deavour to do from the conſideration of his great- 
neſs and holineſs, together with their vileneſ; 
and ſinfulneſs: Chriſt, ſay they, is choice and pe- 
culiar in his love and reſpects, as great perſons 
uſe to be: He will know his diſtance, and he 
will make ſinners know theirs : But, ſoul, deal 
with this, as from the devil and unbelief, rejcct 
it as a reproach thrown upon Chriſt, and dwell 


much in the contemplation of his infinite willing. 
neſs to receive and ſave the worſt of ſinners that 
come to him: Reaſon it a little with thyſelf: 
Why did he become incarnate? Why did he 
bleed and die? Why does he woo, and wait, 
and offer, and call, and ftrive with poor ſinners 
to win them to himſelf? Does it not all argue 


a willingneſs and readineſs in him to give forth 


both himſelf and his fulneſs to them? 


4+ The fourth Goſpel-principle or encourage- 


ment of faith, which thou ſhouldeſt bear up thy 


ſoul upon, and dwell much in the contemplation 
of, is this: That the only ſpring and principle 


of all that ever Chriſt does for poor ſinners from 
firſt to laſt, is his own ſovereign grace and love: 


"Twas his love that brought him down from 
heaven, and that led him out to bleed and die 


for them: Hence Eph. v. 25. he is ſaid to live 


hrs church, and give himſelf for it: Tis his love, 


his free love, that firſt draws them to himſelf, 
and allures them into covenant with him: / 


have loved thee with an everlaſting love; there- 


fore with loving kindneſs have I drawn thc, 


Jer. xxxi. 3. Tis his love that receives them, 


that pardons them, that beſtows life and ſal- 


vation upon them : Hence all is ſaid to be of 
| | glace, 
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grace, even the whole of our ſalvation, Eph. ii. 8. 
Hence he 1s repreſented to us as fitting upon a 
throne of grace, and there 'tis that he invites us 

to come to him, and from thence gives out all 

to us, Heb. iv. 16. and therefore to that throne 
we, though ſinners, may come boldly : He is 
upon a throne; and therefore we may aſlure v2 
ourſelves, that he will do great things for ſinners = 
coming to him : he will act like a king, pardon \ 
like a king, ſave like a king, do all with kingly | 
greatneſs and magnificence : And 'tis a throne 
of grace, a throne whereon grace ſits in imperial 
majeſty, and decrees all for poor ſinners coming 
to it; and fo does all freely, all in a way of ſo- NN WM 
vereign grace and love: Hence that language, \ 8 
I will have mercy, becauſe I will have mercy, I | 


becauſe I will ſave: Now what an encourage- _ 
ment is this to faith, and how, if rightly weigh- 
ed and conſider'd, would it daſh all the pleas of 
unbelief to pieces, and ſweetly draw the ſoul on 
to cloſe with Chriſt in a marriage-covenant? 
For pray conſider, what is the nature of ſove- = 
reign grace and love? The nature of it is to at 1 
from itſelf to itſelf, without reſpecting the un- 1 
worthineſs of the creature at all: The nature of 
it is ſuch, that 'tis neither conſtrained to, nor | 
reſtraincd from doing good to ſouls by any thing 
in them : but all runs freely : And therefore no 
matter what I am, though never ſo vile and 
wretched in myſelf, while I have to do with 
ſuch love, and ſuch love is the ſpring of all 
Chriſt's dealings with me, and carriages towards 
me. et 5 
5. The fifth Goſpel- principle or encourage- 

e | 5 ment 
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ment of faith, which thou ſhouldſt bear up thy. 
ſelf upon, and dwell much in the contemplation 
of, is this: That the great deſign of Chriſt in 
all his undertakings for, and diſpenſations to- 
wards ſinners, is the illuſtrating and enthroning 
of his own grace; and the more vile, ſinful, and 


forlorn a wretch thou art, the more will his 
grace be enthroned and illuſtrated in thine ac- 


ceptance with him. Chriſt in his dealings with 
and for ſinners does not only act from a princi- 
ple of ſovereign grace, but in all he carries on 
a deſign to enthrone that grace of his, and to 


make it glorious for ever; yea, and he acts, and 


will act ſuitably to ſuch a deſign : *Tis not what 


ſuch and ſuch ſinners do or do not deſerve (ſays 
Chriſt) that I am to mind, but what my grace 
can do for them, and what will make moſt for 
the glory of that grace, what will ſet the brigbt- 
eſt crown upon its head: This is evident, £4. 
1. 6. 12. 14. which was open'd before upon 


another occaſion : Hence thoſe whom he ſaves, 
he ſaves in ſuch a way, as may molt lift up his 


own grace, his deſign therein being, that grace 


might reign, as you have it, Rom. v. 21. Hence 
you read of his juſtifying the ungodly, Rom. iv. 5. 


He will have his grace triumph over every ſoul, 


whom he ſaves. Now what an encouragement 


is this to faith? Chriſt not only fits upon a 


throne of grace, but alſo his deſign in dealing 


with ſinners is to ſet his grace upon the throne. 
Sinner, the more vile and ſinful thou art, the 
more ſuitable it is to Chriſt's deſign to ſave thee ; 
for the more vile and finful thou art, the 
greater name and glory will his grace get in thine 


acceptation and ſalvation by him: The more 


Vile 
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vile and ſinful thou art, the greater will be the 
declaration of grace on Chriſt's part in thine ac- 
ceptance and ſalvation: O when Chriſt fhll 
pardon a ſoul ſo guilty, receive a ſoul fo finfal, 
reconcile a ſoul that is ſuch an enemy, as thou 
art, how will this declare the glorious riches of 
his grace in the view both of men and angels ? 
This will few forth the exceeding riches of his 
grace, as the expreſſion is, Eph. ii. 7. And the 
more vile and ſinful thou art, the greater will 
be the admiration of grace for ever on thy part. 
Where much is forgiven, there will be the return 
of much love, much praiſe, Luk. vii. 47. O 
who am I (ſays the ſoul, when once received to 


mercy though more then ordinarily vile and ſin- 
ful) who am I, that I ſhould find grace in 


Chriſt's ſight? What, ſuch a rebel, and yet 


pardon'd ? Such an enemy, and yet reconcil'd? 
Such a black devil, and yet waſh'd, and made 
white in the blood of the Lamb? Such a fiend 


of hell, and yet made a favourite of heaven ? 


Such a filthy deformed wretch, and yet taken 


into the pure and lovely boſom of ſweet JESUS? 
O grace, grace! How rich and free is grace? 
and O what praiſe and Hallelujahs will there be 
tuned upon the tongues and ſpirits of ſuch to 


God and the LAMB for ever? When there- 
fore thou wouldſt go to Chriſt, and diſcourage- 


ments ariſe to keep thee back from him, thou 
ſhouldſt dwell in the thoughts of agd bear up 
thy ſoul upon this conſideration, reaſoning thus 
with thyſelf: True, I am a vile wretch, the 
chief of ſinners, one on all accounts worthy to 


de abhorred, and caſt off by Chriſt : But What 
then ? Chriſt acts towards ſinners purely from a 
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principle of grace and love, he regards no un- 


worthineſs 3 whether a great ſinnet or a little 


ſinner, *tis all one to him as to his accepting of 


me: Moreover his deſign is to crown his grace, 


and render that glorious; and the more vile [ 
am, the more that deſign of his will take in 


mine acceptation and ſalvation ; How vile there- 


fore ſoever I am, I will caſt myſelf upon him, 


and put 1n for an eſpouſal with him. 
6. The ſixth Goſpel-principle or encourage- 
ment of faith, which thou ſhouldſt bear up thy- 


ſelf upon, and dwell much in the contemplation 


of, is this: That 'tis the glory and perfection of 


Chriſt as mediator to receive ſinners, and to give 


out himſelf and his ſulneſs to them, when they 


come to him: This, if rightly weighed, will migh- 


tily help on faith, and lift the poor ſoul over her 
diſcouragements into the boſom and embraces of 


JESUS CHRIST : To underſtand it aright you 
muſt know, that Chriſt has a twofold glory and 


perfection: the glory and perfection of his perſon, 


as he is the Son of God; and the glory and perfec- 


tion of his office, as he is mediator and head of the 


ſecond covenant : The glory and perfection of his 


perſon, as the Son of God, that is infinitely com- 


pleat and full, that admits neither ofdiminution nor 
augmentation, being unchangeably the ſame for 


ever: But the glory and perfection of his office, 


as mediator, that in a great meaſure ariſes from 


his receiving ſinners, and beſtowing himſelf and 


his grace upon them, when they come to him; 


and the more ſinners he receives, and the more 
grace he gives out to them, the greater his glory 


and perfection in this reſpect is: and it may be 


truly faid, that Chriſt in receiving and giving 
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out grace to ſinners, when they come to him, 
does increaſe the revenue of his own glory, and 
more and more compleat and perfect himſelf, as 
head and mediator : Hence the church is called 
his fulneſs, Eph. i. 3. God gave him to be head 
over all things to the church which is his body, the 


fulneſs of him that filleth all in all: Now, it the 
church is Chriſt's tulneſs, then the more that 1s 


filled and compleated by his receiving finners 


to himſeif, and giving out grace to them; the 
more full and compleat he himſelf, as to his me- 


diatorial honour and perfection, grows: Hence 
_ alſo ſaints are ſaid to be the glory of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 


viii. 23. As Chriſt alone is their glory, fo they 


alſo are his glory: And how his glory? Not only 
| becauſe they do, or ſhould actually glorify him; 


but alſo becauſe he has received them, and laid 
out his grace upon them; and tis his grace only 
that ſhines forth in them: Hence that obſerva- 
tion upon the place, They that excel moſt in 


grace and holineſs, they peculiarly are the glory © f 


Chriſt ; becauſe they have nothing but by free gift 


from Chriſt: Hence alſo Chriſt tells us, that be 


is glorified in them, Joh. xvii. 10. And he ſays 


expreſly, that the Spirit ſhall glorifie him, becauſe 


he ſhall receive of his, and give it unto us, Joh. 
xvi. 14. By all which it appears, that 'tis the 


glory and perfection of Chriſt, as mediator, to 


receive ſinners, coming to him, and to beſtow 


himſelf and his grace upon them: In ſhort, my 
beloved, all that ever Chriſt has done for, 
and is made of God to poor ſinners; all his acts 


and all his offices, as Mediator, do receive their 


ultimate perfection in their full influences on us 


and our ſalvation : »And as Chriſt receives his 
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name and denomination of a Saviour from his 
relation to, and acting for poor ſinners to redeem 


and ſave them; ſo the perfection of this office, 
and thoſe acts of Is, do lie in the full accom- 


pliſhment of our ſalvation: and indeed they 


would all be but vain and weak acts, ſhould he 


not fully ſave us, coming to him. O what en- 


couragement is here to faith, and how muſt un- 


belief fink, and die before this conſideration, if 


rightly improved! True (may the foul ſay) J 
am vile, ſinful, and unworthy : but 'tis the ho- 
nour of Chriſt to receive me; 'tis his glory to 
beſt ow himſelf and his grace, upon me; 'tis his 
per fection, as mediator, to accept and ſave me, 
and ſuch as Jam; and therefore why ſhould [ 
be diſcouraged ? I will go to him, and caſt my- 


ſelf upon him. Thus bear up your ſouls upon, 


and encourage your faith with theſe Goſpel-prin- 
ciples, which is greatly neceſfary, and will not 


a little conduce to an Eſpouſal between Chriſt 


and you. „%% . 
4. Wouldeſt thou indeed be eſpouſed to 
Chriſt? Then take heed of all jealouſies of him, 


and prejudices againſt him; and be ſure ever to 


maintain right thoughts of him. One of the 
great deſig ns of ſatan, and one of the moſt curſ- 
ed workings of unbelief, is to prejudice ſouls 


againſt Chrift, and to fill them with hard, jea- 


lous thoughts of him; which if they can prevail 


in, they infallibly keep the foul from cloſing 
with him in a marriage-covenant. If a woman 
has jealouſies and hard thoughts of a man, and 


be filled with prejudices againſt him, ſhe is ne- 
ver like to enter into a marriage-covenant with 
him. And no more will a foul cloſe with 


Chriſt 
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here take only two things. 


ſhould deſire him, nor did they 
comelineſs in him ; and therefore rejected him, 
[/a. liii. 1, 2. They look'd no further than the 
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Chriſt in a marriage-covenant, as long as ſhe is 
filled with hard thoughts of him, and piejudices 
againſt him: Watch therefore againſt this. 
The devil, together with the unbelief of our 
own hearts, will frame up a thouſand ſtrange 
notions and repreſentations of Chriſt in the ſoul, 


thereby to prejudice us againſt Chriſt ; but take 
| heed of all theſe, and be ſure to maintain right 


thoughts and apprehenſions of him; particularly 


1. Be ſure to maintain moſt honourable 
thoughts of his perſon: Look upon him as a 


perſon of glory, and as having all excellencics 


in him: 'Tis the work, and nature of unbelief 
to darken and obſcure the perſon of Chrift, ta 
make that appear vile and contemptible in the 
eye of the foul, whereby it does effectually 
ſtrengthen itſelf within her; and indeed there is 
nothing more prevalent to keep the ſoul from 
Chriſt, than an ignorance of, or prejudice againſt 
his perſonal worth and excellencies: This was 


that which made the Jews ſo generally reject 


him: They ſaw no beauty in him 2 which they 
iſcern form er 


outward form, the veil of his fleſh; they ſaw 


not his divine beauty and glory: and ſo deſpiſed 


him: And, my beloved, unleſs we look within 


this veil, and come to view and contemplate 
him, as a perſon of glory, we alſo ſhall reject 
bim, to our eternal perdition. Pray obſerve, 
tis the perſon of Chriſt that puts worth and 

virtue into all his doings, and all his ſufferings ; 


F all 
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all his offices, and all his promiſes : *Tis the 


worth and excellency of his perſon, that makes 
his blood ſo precious, his promiſes. ſo ſweet, 


his righteouſneſs ſo glorious, his grace ſo effica- 
cious, his love ſo endearing : *tis the worth and 

excellency of his perſon, that gives authority 
to all the commands of faith, and does aw the 
heart to obedience ; and 'tis the worth and ex- 


cellency of his perſon that is one of the moſt 


powerful attractives to draw and allure the hearts 


of the ſons of men to him ; if therefore his per- 
jon be undervalued, if the dignity and glory of 
that be not ſeen, we are never like to enter into 
a marriage-covenant with him: Therefore, ſoul, 
if ever thou wouldeſt be eſpouſed to this Chriſt, 


always maintain honourable thoughts of his per- 
ſon: Behold his glory, as the glory of the only be- 


gotten of the Father, and beg him more and 


more to reveal his perſonal worth and excellen- 
cies to the. | 


2. Be ſure always to maintain good thoughts 


of his ways, kingdom, and government: Ad- 


mit not of one jealouſy of Chriſt, as if he were 


an hard, ſevere huſband ; as if he carried it with 
rigour and ſeverity towards his ſpouſes : If the 
devil and unbelief fail in their other attempts, 


then they endeavour to prejudice ſouls againſt 


Chriſt, perſuading them, that he is an hard ma- 


ſter, an auſtere huſband that rules with intole- 


| Table rigour and ſeverity. I knew, ſays he in the 

_ Goſpel, that thou waſt an auſtere man, Mat. xxv. 
24. And hereby the ſoul is ſcared off from 

_ Chriſt : But, ſoul, as ever thou wouldſt be 
eſpouſed to him, take heed of any ſuch jealou- 


ſy of him, or prejudice againſt him: keep 


"BY: 
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up good thoughts of him and his ways, him and 


his government; and be much in contemplating 
the ſweetneſs both of him and his ways: Is he 
ſevere ? Pray where lies his ſeverity ? Does he 


call you to bear his yoke? He does, but *tis an 
| eaſy yoke : Does he enjoin you to bear his bur- 


then? He does, but 'tis a light burthen : A. 


yoke is eaſy, and my burthen is light, Mat. xi. 
29, 30. Does he expect you ſhould take up the 


croſs ? He does, but 'tis a ſweet croſs, a gain- 


ful croſs, an honourable croſs, a croſs that is 
inlaid with love, and overlaid with divine ſweet- 


neis, a croſs that has a crown annext to it, even 


a crown of life, Rev. ii. 10. A croſs that is a 


crown here; for 'tis an honour to ſuffer for 
Chriſt, Aels v. 41. And a croſs that will greaten 
and brighten that our crown hereafter, Mat. v. 
11, 12. Bleſſed are ye, when men ſhall revile you, 


and perſecute you; for great is your reward in 
heaven: Does he call you to perform ſuch and 
ſuch ſervices ? He does, but withal he gives you 


ſtrength to perform them, Helping your infirmities 
by his good Spirit, Rom, viii. 26. and in caſe you 
tail, and come ſhort in and of what he calls for, 
what then? Why then he pities and ſpares you, 
as a father doth his ſon that ſerdeth him ; he 
over-looks your failings and defects, Mal. iii. 
17. Can you do nothing only you have a mind 


to ſerve him? Why then he accepts of that will- 


ing mind according to what you haue: and not ac- 
cording to what you have not, 2 Cor. viii. 12. 
when you can't pour out a prayer, a ſigh, a 
groan is accepted by him : Will he have the 
throne in you, and rule in your ſouls? He will; 
but his way of rule is moſt ſweet; for he ow 

. | witl 


— U IRR 


— — RA 25 — 
— _— 3 8 ory e 
— — hls » r IT I" * 3 
- . ot, & - 
7 - — " 


_ 
G — 


" Pew, 
— 


— — — — 
— 


—— — 


3 
1 
1 * 
= 
CE | 
A 
. 
1 
1 
9 | 
1 
* 
of 
$ 4 
' o 

* 
. 


176 The Soul's efpouſal, or 

with love, and he rewards with life; and he 
gives a throne for a throne, a throne in glory for 
a throne in your ſouls : What fhall I. ſay? bis 
ways are all ways of pleaſantneſs, and his paths 
are all peace, Prov. iii. 17. and O what pleaſure, 


what delight, what ſolace and ſatisfaction of ſoul 


is there to be found in walking in them! In a 


word, his whole fervice is perfect freedom, and 
there is no true freedom but in his ways and 


ſervice: Tis a great ſaying which 1 have read 
in one of the Ancients, who (ſays he) would not 
reign? But wouldſt thou reign happily ? Serve 
kind Jeſus, and thou fhalt reign, becauſe to ſerve 
him is true reigning. Thus you fee, there is no 


Juſt reaſon for hard thoughts of Chriſt in this re- 


ſpect, but rather the contrary : Accordingly an- 


ſwer, and throw off all thoſe black reproaches, 


which the devil and unbelief caſt upon this good 
Lord; and be ſure to maintain good thoughts 
of him, and his ways, which will not a little 


cConduce to the promoting of an efpouſal between 


him and thee. 


5. Wouldſt thou indeed be eſpouſed to Chriſt? 
Then ſtudy and contemplate much how infini- 


tely grateful and acceptable Chriſt is: Sinners 
know not, or if they know, they conſider not, 


who, or what Chriſt is; they mind not, how 


acceptable a good he is to fouls; and therefore 
they ſlight him: Hadſi thou known, ſays Chriſt 
to the woman, the gift of God, and who it is 
that ſpeaketh to thee, thou would/t have aſt him, 
and he would have given thee living waters, Joh. 
iv. 10. Truly did men know Chriſt, and his 


infinite acceptableneſs, they would run to him, 
and cloſe with him in a marriage-covenaat : Study 


there- 
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therefore and contemplate this much, thereby 
poſſeſſing thy ſoul with a deep ſenſe of it. The 
apoſtle ſpeaking but of one truth concerning 
Chriſt, tells us, tis worthy of all acceptation, 
1 Tim. i. 16. And if ſo, what acceptation muſt 
Chriſt himſelf, yea Chriſt, with all his truths, 
and all his treaſures both, be worthy of? And 


how ſhould our ſouls cleave to him, and take 


him into our embraces ? There are among other 
five things which ſpeak a good to be eminently 
grateful-and acceptable: worth and excellency: 
uſefulneſs and ſerviceableneſs, ſuitableneſs and 
conveniency : ſweetneſs and delight : durable- 
_ neſs and unchangeableneſs in all; all which are 
found in Chrift who tenders himfelf and his love 
do us. 1 | 5 
1. There is worth and excellency in Chriſt, 
yea, incomparable worth and excellency: The 
apoſtle ſpeaks of an excelling excellency that 
there is in the knowledge of Chriſt, Phil. iii. 8. 
' Now the knowledge of Chriſt is fo excellent, 
becauſe Chriſt is excellent : Chriſt indeed is all 
worth, all excellency: He is an infinite ocean 
of beauty and glory; he rs the chiefeſt among ten 
thouſand and altogether lovely, Cant. v. 10,16. All 
excellencies dwell in bim, as in their, proper 
fountain, and they all meet and are united in 
him, as lines in their proper centre: Some beauty, 
ſome excellencies you find ſcattered up and down 
among the creatures; the ſaints, and angels, the 
ſun, moon, and ftars, and the like: But alas! 
tis ſcattered, and *tis ſcatter'd but here and 
there a drop ; but in Chriſt you have all beauty, 
all worth, all excellency in a bleſſed union and 
conjunction: You have all in one, and that un- 
| 0 ek; cCchangeably. 
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changeably. O what a portion is Chriſt (ſays | 


one) O that the ſaints would dig deeper into the 


. treaſures of his wiſdom and excellencies : Truly 


"tis ſweet digging there; and there, in ſome 


ſort, there will bs room for digging to all eter- 
nity ; for even through eternity new wonders 


of glory will ariſe, new beauties and excellen— 


_ cies will appear, and ſhine forth in Chriſt : What 


ſhall I ſay ? He has in him all the excellencies 


of both worlds; and is indeed deſervedly the 


wonder of both : In him there is a confluence 


of all the lovely properties, the drawing attri- 
butes, the raviſhing beauties, the bright ſhining 


and glorious perfections of the infinitely bleſſed 


Deity : Hence, ſays he, all that the Father hath 


is mine, which may be underſtood of his divine 


perfections, John xvi, 15. Hence alſo he is ſaid 


to be equal with God, Philippians ii. 6. i, e. Look, 


whatever divine perfeftions there are in God the 


Father, they all are found in Chriſt : in him is 
expreſt the whole perſon of the Father, the while 
eſſence, being, and beauty of the Father: And (as a 


learned man has obſerved) Chriſt the Son is in 
all things like the Father, this only excepted, that 


he is not the perſon of the Father : Hence alſo 


he is ſaid to be the brightneſs of his Father's 


glory, and the expreſs image of his Perſon, He- 
brews i. 3. All the Father's glories and excel- 
lencies do ſhine forth in him, and he perfectly 
repreſents the Father to us: 'I'hus Chriſt is a per- 


| ſon of excellency ; and ſo moſt acceptable: And 
oh who would not accept and embrace ſuch a 
Chriſt? And how great a wickedneſs is it to re- 
ject him? I can't but here take up the complaint 
of an holy man: O pity, pity for evermore 105 
| te) 
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he) that there ſhould be ſuch a one as Chriſt Je- 
ſus, ſo boundleſs, ſo bottomleſs, fo incompara- 
ble, ſo infinite in excellency and ſweetneſs, and 
ſo few that will take him: they miſerably loſe 
their love (ſays he) who will not beſtow it upon 
this lovely one. | 

2. There is uſefulneſs and ſerviceableneſs in 
Chriſt : As Chriſt is a perſon of the higheſt ex- 
cellency, ſo of the greateſt and moſt abſolute 
need, uſe and ſervice to poor ſouls : Indeed he 
is the one needful good, Luke x. 42. Chriſt is 
ſo much needed by, and of ſo much uſe and ſer- 
vice to poor ſouls, that they can't poſſibly do 
well and be happy without him: Pray conſider, 
we provoke God, and he is angry with us; and 
by Chriſt alone *tis, that we receive the atone- 
ment, Rom. v. 11, We fin, and load our- 
ſelves with guilt ; and by Chriſt alone 'tis, that 
we are or can be diſcharged from it: In him 

have we redemption through his blood, even the 
_ forgiveneſs of fins, Eph. i. 7. We have an hard 
and impenitent heart, an heart that cannot re- 
pent ; and by Chriſt, and Chriſt alone 'tis, that 
we can obtain repentance, he being exalted to 
give repentance unto Iſrael, as well as remiſ- 
fran of fins, Act. v. 31. We are at a dread- 
ful diſtance from God: - afar of (as the 
dcripture ſpeaks) and by Chriſt and him alone 
tis, that we are made nigh: What ſhall I ſay ? 
the beſt of ſaints, as well as the worſt of ſinners, 

have an abſolute need of Chriſt, and he is of dai- 
ly uſe and ſervice to them; neither can they live 
one day or one hour without him : Indeed he is 
their life, and without him therefore they are 
dead and undone, as well as others: without him 
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they can do nothing, Joh. xv. 5. Without him 


every duty will be too hard, every burthen will the 
be too heavy, every temptation will be too ſtrong, key 
every luſt will be too mighty for them: without this 
him they would yet fall ſhort of the eternal reſt, 155 
and would make ſhipwreck of faith, body, ſoul, 220 
and all for ever. Without him neither ſaints, 1 5c, 
nor ſinners can have any acceſs to God, any en- 2 
tercourſe or communion with him, in which the 
notwithſtanding the whole of our happineſs both ſint 
in time and eternity lies. 7 am the way (ſays 1 Ch 
he) and no man cometh to the Father but by me, tab 


Joh. xiv. 6. And through him, ſays the apoſtle, pot 
we have acceſs unto the Father by one Spirit, Eph. Ls 
11. 18. Without him we could have no peace 
with God ; for he alone is our peace, Eph. ii. 14. 
And having peace with God, without him we the 
could not maintain our peace one hour, it being | 


* e po 
he alone that is our advocate and propitiation with Ei 
the Father, 1 Joh. ii. 1,2, Thus he is every way 1 vi 
moſt needful, and moſt uſeful to eternal ſouls: Ka 

O how grateful, how acceptable then is he, or un. 
ought he to be to us? _ 5 

3. There is ſuitableneſs and conveniency alſo "I 
in Chriſt to the ſouls of men: The ſuitableneſs as 
and conveniency of any good renders it accep- 10 
table to us: How acceptable is bread to an hun- * 

iy man, becauſe a good ſuitable to him? How 5 


acceptable is drink to a thirſty man, becauſe a H. 
good ſuitable to him? Now there is an admira- 
ble ſuitableneſs and conveniency in Chriſt to the 


ſouls of men, and that in all the caſes of them: th 
_ Why then ſhould he not be acceptable to them? bl. 
One (I remember) repreſents the ſuitableneſs 7 


of Chriſt to the ſouls and wants of ſinners _ 
e . The 
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The whole perſon, nature, and offices of Chriſt 
(ſays he) are ſo ſuited and proportioned to all 
the variety of needs in us, that they are as a 
key for a lock, there is ward for ward, every 
thing done in the key ſuitable to the lock : and 
indeed fo *tis here, Chriſt and his fulneſs being 
exactly ſuited to us and our wants: We are 
ſick, and ſick to death, and Chriſt is a phyſt- 


cian, Mat. ix. 12. And what more ſuitable to 


the ſick than a phyſician? We are ſinful, and 
ſinful to damnation, we are loſt ſinncrs, and 
Chriſt is a ſaviour ; and who or what more ſui— 


table to loſt ſinners than a ſaviour? We are 


poor captives, the captives of fin and ſatan, in 
bondage to death and the curſe; and Chriſt is 
a Redeemer; and who and what more ſuitable 
to captives than a redeemer? We are under 


the tyranny and uſurpation of many mighty 


powerful luſts, luſts that are impoſing upon us 
every hour, and we are no ways able to deal 
with them, but Chriſt is a great and puiſſant 
king, who can ſubdue all, and whoſe arrows 
ſhall be ſharp in the hearts of all his and our 
enemies; and what more ſuitable to perſons in 
ſuch a circumſtance than ſuch a king? We ſ are 


dead, and Chriſt is life; and what more ſuitable 


for the dead than life? We are poor and miſe- 


Table; and Chriſt is gold to enrich us. Are we 


naked ? Chriſt is cloathing for us. Are we blind ? 
He is eye ſalve for us: Are we in priſon ? He 
is liberty: Are we hungry? He is bread: Are 
we thirſty? He is the water of life, which thoſe 


that drink of ſhall never thirſt: Are we trou- 
bled? he is reſt: are we drooping and deſponding? 
He is the conſolation of Iſrael: Are we bewil- 


der 'q ; 
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der'd? He is a guide. Are we born down in 


our ſpiritual conflicts? He is the captain of our 
ſalvation, who will fight for us: O how ſuita- 
ble every way is Chriſt to ſouls, and being fo 
ſuitable why ſhould he not be acceptable to us? 
Poor ſinner, is there any in heaven or earth that 
will fo ſuit and anſwer the various wants and 
caſes of thy ſoul, as Chriſt does and will? Why 
then ſhouLiſt thou not account him worthy of all 
accept.tion? _ 

4. There is ſweetneſs and delight in Chriſt : 
Trabit ſua quemque Toluptas (ſays the Poet) every 
one is drawn and allur'd by pleaſure and delight : 
What is it that makes fin, that curſed thing hn, 
pleaiing and grateful to ſo many? Surely. one 
great thing is that pleaſure and delight which 


they find, at leaſt promiſe themſelves to find, in 


it : and indeed generally the more ſweet and de- 
lightful things are, the more readily and gree- 
dily they are embraced by the ſons of men: 

Why then ſhould not Chriſt be grateful and ac- 

ceptable to us? Is there any fo ſweet, fo plea- 
fant, ſo delightful as he? He is a fountain of 
{wcetnels, as well as excellency: I find him fo 


| ſweet (ſays an holy man ſpeaking of Chriſt) 1 
that my love, ſuppoſe I would charge it to re- 
move from him, it would not obey me. How | 


ſweet is his love? Thy love is better than wine, 
ſays the ſpouſe, Cant. 1. 2. This is that beſt wine 
which goeth down ſweetly, cauſing the lips of thiſe 
that are aſleep to ſpeak, Cant. vii. 9. Yea, this 
is that will cauſe a dead man to ſpeak and live, 


as an holy man ſpeaks concerning it. Experi- 


enced ſouls will tell you, 'that there is more 
ſweetneſs in one deſcent of love from Chriſt, 


than 


CCC 
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than in all the delights of ſin and the creature: 
This is that which ſweetens the ſharpeſt afflic- 
tion; yea, this is that, and that alone, which 
ſweetens death itſelf, and enables the ſoul truly 
to triumph over it, Rom, viii. 38, 39. O the 
ſweet bathing that there is in the fountain of 


Chriſt's love ! How ſweet are his fruits! IJ /t 
down under his ſhadsw, ſays the ſpouſe, with 


great delight, and his fruits were ſweet to my taſte, 
Cant. ii. 3. By fruits J underſtand the purchakes of 


his blood, and the effects of his love, peace, par- 


don, righteouſneſs, juitification, ſanctification 


and holineſs, acceptation with God and the liæke: 
And O how ſweet are theſe ! How pleaſant are 


theſe! With what ſolace and ſatisfaction may a 


believing ſoul feed and feaſt herſelf upon theſe ! 
How ſweet is his preſence, intercourſe, and 
communion with him. This made the ſpouſe 


to be glad, and rejoice in him, Cant. i. 4. This 


indeed ſets the ſoul down at the very gate of 


heaven where ſhe ſays, *tis good to be here: 
'Tis a bleſſed exclamation which I find one of 
the ancients breaks out into. O how good, and 
how ſibeet, O how good, and haw pleaſant is it, 
to dwell with thee, moſt faveet Jeſus, te converſe 
with thee, to reveal the concerns of our ſouls t1 
thee, and to enjoy thy conſolatians ] And again 


elſc where; O thou mot ſweet and meſt loving 


Jeſus, hot ſweet is it to think of thee! For 


_ while we are ſpeaking and thinking of thee, thou 


art ſweetly preſent with us, and our ſouls are fili 
ed with delight in the odours of thine ointments: 
And yet once more, O Lord, when at any time 
I partake in this joy ( ſpeaking of the joy of 


communion with him) 7 cry out, Lord, tis good 
, 7 
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to be here, let us build three tabernacles here, one 
for faith, one for hope, one for love. And in- 


deed who is there that knows what communion 
with Chriſt means, that does not find an in- 


comparable ſweetneſs, ſolace and fatisfaction in 


it? This is that which fills ſome with joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory, even here; and this 


is that which will be the Joy and delight of hea- 
ven for ever: Every way Chriſt is a very held 


of pleaſure, a very paradiſe of joy, and a very 


fountain of delight: O why, why then ſhould. 


he not be more grateful and acceptable to us ? 
5. There is durableneſs and unchangeableneſs 
in Chriſt ; which being added to all the former, 


renders him even infinitely the more grateful 
and acceptable: poſſibly ſome worth, ſome uſe- 


fulneſs, ſome ſuitableneſs, ſome ſweetneſs and 
delight there may be found in the creature, and 


creature-enjoyments; but alas! this allays the 


acceptableneſs of all, that 'tis all fading, oke 
and changing: and indeed whatever is 
and but for a ſeaſon, can't challenge any great 


acceptation. But now Chriſt he is laſting, du- 
rable, and unchangeable; He is the ſame yeſter- 


day, to day, and for ever, Heb. xiii. 8. What 
he was, he is; and what he is he always will 


be: He was moſt excellent, moſt uſeful, moſt _ 
ſuitable, moſt ſweet and delightful to ſouls ; and 


ſo he is, and always will be : He (as one of the 
ancients ſpeaks of him) is immutable, he changes 
all things, but is himſelf unchangeable, never new, 


never old, Hence alſo Chriſt himſelf tells us, 


That he is the Alpha and Omega, he that was, 


and is, and is to come, Rev. i. 8. He is ever the 
ſame in love, in beauty, in fulneſs, in faithful- 


neſs, 


ort, 
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geiz, and in all his defirableneſſis, Aud O how 


grateful and acceptable does this render him | 


All our enjoyments here below fade and change; 


yea, we ourſelves change, Changes and war are 
upon us, as Fob ſpeaks ; yea, ſome of us are dai- 
ly waiting for our laſt and great change : But, 


O bleſſed be 60d Chriſt fades not, Chriſt- 


changes not : What he was to, and what he has 
done for fouls formerly, that he is to, and that 


he can do for ſouls now; yea, and that he will 


be to and will be able to do for ſouls hereafter : 


For he is ſtill to come; as he was and is, ſo he 


is to come, which is a ſweet word. Poor ſoul, 
hitherto, it may be, thou haſt gone along through 
thy work and warfare with ſome comfort and 


courage; but that which damps and terrifies thee, 


is the apprehenſion of what may be to come, 
O ſayeſt thou, the tryals that are come, the dif- 


ficulties that are to come, the temptations that 


are to come, the ſtorms and tempeſts that are 
to come! Well, foul, for thy encouragement 


under all, know, that whatever is to come, 
Chriſt is to come too: Are there tryals to come? 


Chriſt is to come too: Are there difficulties and 
temptations to come? Chriſt is to come too: 


Are there ſtorms and tempeſts to come ? Chriſt 


is to come too, And while Chriſt is to come, 
tear not, only cloſe with him in a marriage-co- 
venant, and make him thine, then come what 
will come, come what can come, all will be 
well. "Thus Chriſt is every way acceptable, and 


infinitely acceptable; and as ever, ſoul, thou 
wouldft indeed be eſpouſed to him, dwell much 


in the ſtudy and contemplation of his accepta- 


bleneſs: Labour to be poſſeſt with a deep and 
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daily renewed ſenſe of it, which will ſweetly 
diaw and allure thy ſoul to him. 

VI. Wouldf thou indeed be eſpouſed to Chriſt? 
then be ſure that thou pitcheſt thy faith aright 


upon him, and cloſeſt in effectually with him in 


a way of believing : *Tis faith that is both the 
great uniting, and the great intereſting grace; 
it unites us to Chriſt, and intereſts us in Chriſt : 
*T'is that as has been formerly declared and evin- 
ced, which puts Chriſt and the foul into the bo- 
ſum and embraces of each other's love, and by 
which the matriage-knot is tied between them, 
If ever therefore thou wouldſt be indeed efpouſcd 
unto him, look well to thy faith, ſee that thou 


doſt pitch that acight upon him, cloſing with 


him, and embracing of him; not by halves, but 
thoroughly ; not feignedly, but intimately and 
cordially, But here ſome may ſay, How may 
we do to pitch our faith aright upon Chriſt, ſo 
as to get conjugal union and communion with 
him? Three things mutt be done in order here- 
unto, which I deſire you to look well to: 


I. See that you wholly quit and renounce 
yourfelves. : 


II. Labour to get a right notion and apples 
henſion of Chriſt. 5 


III. Be ſure to make a right choice of him, 


being ſo apprehended. 


J. Would you pitch your faith aright upon 
Chriſt, and be indeed eſpouſed to him ? T hen 
ſee that you wholly quit and renounce your- 
ſelves. Self and believing are at the utmoſt di- 
ſtance from, and enmity with each other that 
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y is imaginable ; they are irceconcilably oppoſite 
each to other, and where faith takes place, there 
? | ſelf vaniſhes and dies away, and that in all its 
It notions, and with all his accompliſhments: 
n Hence ſays Chriſt, F any man will come after 
e me, (believe on me, be eſpouſed to me) let him 
deny himſelf, Mat. xvi. 24. Let him deny him- 
9 ſelf, renounce himſelf, go out of himſelf, let 
' ſelf become nothing with him: And indeed, the 
- ſoul that believes in Chriſt, does go quite out of 
y BB herſelf, ſhe ſees and feels herſelf to be a poor 
al empty nothing in all reſpects, ſhe ſees and finds 
d her ſtrength to be weakneſs, her wiſdom folly, 
u her beauty blackneſs, her righteouſneſs ſin, her 
h all nothing: And thus muſt we do, if ever we 


indeed believe and get union with Chriſt. O 
my beloved, one of the great things which ſtands 
between faith and us, Chriſt and us, is ſelf: 
This indeed is the ſoul's darling, the firſt-born 
(as one calls it) of her love and delights, and 

ine is loth to part with it; but part with it ſhe 
muſt, and renounce it ſhe muſt, or ſhe can ne- 
ver believe aright, nor is ſhe ever like to have 
e any part or lot in Chriſt: Every ſtep out of ſelf 
is a ſtep towards Chriſt and faith in Chriſt ; and 
- we mult be divorced from the one, if ever we 
be married to the other: particularly you 
s muſt quit and renounce ſelf, eſpecially in this 
| _ threefold notion; ſelf- will, ſelf-worth, ſelf-in- 
tereſt. ES | 
n 1. You muſt quit and renounce ſelf-will: He 
n that indeed believes, muſt in a ſhort have no 
- will of his own, but his wi// muſt be wholly melt- 


1 DO — — 


- ed or reſigned up into the will of Chriſt: Hence 
t the church is ſaid to be ſubjedt unto Chriſt, Eph. v. 
| | 24. 


Ce. 
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24. We are apt to live in our own wills, and 
are exceeding fond of, and fet upon having our 
wills, and that how croſs and contrary ſoever 
they be to the will of Chriſt : But if ever we be- 
lieve ſo as to get union with Chriſt, our ſtub- 


born wills muſt Low, our proud wills muſt down, 


and mult in all things, as much as is poſſible, 
be referr'd and refign'd into Chriſt's will and 
good reaſon, for his will is the rule of goodneſs, 
as well as the firſt cauſe of all things: we muſt 
not think to ſay, we are lords, but we muſt bow 
to Chriſt as the great and only Lord. 

2, You muſt quit and renounce ſelf-worth, 


 felf-righteouſneſs ; you muſt renounce all worth 
and righteouſneſs of your own in point of ju/?:- 


fication and acceptation with God, Tis a great 
word which I ſhall ſpeak: Mens duties living 
under the Goſpel, keep almoſt as many from 


 Chri}t and believing, as their ſins do. My mean- 
Ing is, as the love of fin keeps ſome, ſo conh- 


dence in duties, a confidence in ſelf-worth, ſelf- 


_ righteouſneſs, keeps multitude of others from 


Chriſt and believing : And the truth is, my be- 
loved, this piece of ſelf is the great idol of the 


ſoul, and that which men are marvellouſly loth 


to quit and renounce ; and indeed *tis often- 


times ſo painted, and, as it were fpiritualiz'd, 
acted with ſo much ſtate, and ſet out with ſo many 


ornaments, that it would make any one in love 


with it: but yet this idol, ſo dear as 'tis to the 


ſoul, muſt be denied and renounced, this darling 


muſt be caſt off, and that with loathing and 


abomination in reſpect of ſoul ſaving, if ever 
you believe, and are united to Chriſt: And the 


ſoul that indeed does believe, looks upon ber- 


ſelf 


nd 
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ſelf to be the pooreſt, deſpicableſt, and undoneſt 
creature in the world notwithſtanding all; ſhe 


throws away not only her rags, but her robes 
too, all her privileges, all her performances, 


all her moral excellencies and attainments, as to 


a dependance upon them for liſe and ſalvation; 
as you know Paul did, Ph1l. iii. 8, 9. of which 
more hereafter, The ſoul's language in the work 
of believing is ſuch as this; J am a poor, vile, 


empty nothing in myſelf; I am nothing, I can 
do nothing, and I deſerve nothing; I am no- 
thing but fin, I can do nothing but offend and 


provoke God, and I deſerve nothing but frowns 
and death from him: If ever I be ſaved, tis free 
grace muſt ſave Be; if ever I find favour in 


God's fight, it muſt be purely from grace in 
Chriſt, Alas! I have walked contrary to God 
all my days; my heart and life both have been 


full of enmity and provocation againſt him, and 


my very duties are damning, my beft righteouſ- 


neſs being as filthy rags, Iſa, Ixiv. 6. And indeed, 


till it comes to this with us, we are like to re- 


main ſtrangers to Chriſt, and faith in Chriſt. I 
ſhall only ſay this further as to this particular, 
That no men in the world are further off from 


Chriſt, and union with him through believing, 


than ſuch as truſt in their own worth, their own 


righteouſneſs : Chriſt himſelf tells us, That pub- 
licans and harlots do enter the kingdom of heaven 


before ſuch, Mat. xxi. 31. 


3. You muſt quit and renounce ſelf-intereſt ; | 
that is to ſay, you muſt be at a parting point 
with all, you muſt be willing to forgo all 


your outward intereſts and concerns for Chriſt, 
when he calls you to it, thinking nothing too 
= | | | much 
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much or too good for him: this Chriſt is expret; 
in, Mat. x. 37. He that loveth father or mo. 
1 ther more than me, is not worthy of.me: And he 
that loveth fon or daughter more than me, is nt  - c 
i | worthy of me. And again, Luk. xiv. 33. Vb. 

F foever he be of you, that forſaketh not all that h. 
hath, he cannot be my diſciple. In a word, the 
#2: meaning is not, that all that come to Chriſt muſt 
| actually forſake all thoſe things, and deny them. 


F 
| ſelves as to the enjoyment of them; but tte -'s 
| meaning is, (rſt) that we muſt have a very d- bef 
1 minutive love for theſe in compariſon of Chriſt. 1 &5 

| | And (ſecondly) that we muſt be at a parting ſe 
Ki point with all tor Chriſt's ſake, and at Chriſt's W *, 
1 call. And truly, 'tis but reaſon we ſhould be 8, 

ſo; he that actually parted with ſo much for us, 120 

| does highly deſerve that we ſhould be in a readi- C 

1 neſs to part with our little all for him: Thus we in 

i muſt wholly quit and renounce ourſelves, if we þ, 

i would indeed believe and have union with Chriſt, 7 
II. Would you pitch your faith aright upon 


he 
Chriſt, and be indeed eſpouſed to him? then la- 


and ſo fall ſhort of Chriſt, is their ignorance of 
him ; they have not a right notion and appre- 
henſion cf Chriſt, as the great object of faith; 
10 and indeed, unleſs Chriſt be rightly known and 
Bt apprehended by us, we are never like to pitch 
| our faith aright upon him: How ſhall they te- 
1 lieve (ſays the apoſtle) in him, of whom they have 
| not heard? Rom. x. 14. How hall they believe? 
I || i. e. Men cannot believe aright in one that has 
not been reveal'd and made known to them : 2 


| | blind, 


| 

bour to get a right notion and apprebenſion of | 
him, as the great object of faith. One great 
reaſon why many fail and miſcarry in their faith, | 
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blind, ignorant faith is never like to reach union 


rel; and communion with Chriſt; and, my beloved, 4 
it we would believe aright on Chriſt, we muſt 1 
% know him aright, and apprehend him aright: i 
"t W - faith, in Scripture, is ſometimes expreſt by know- i 
5 tleage, 7obr xvii. 3. Not that knowledge alone 1 
is all that is requiſite to faith; but it notes thus | 
te much to us, that the knowledge of Chriſt is ſuch F 
uit | a requiſite to believing, that there can be no true [| 
" WF bclieving without it: Hence alſo Chriſt ſpeaks [| 
"ce of /ceing the Son, and believing on him; ſeeing if 
4 before believing, and ſeeing in order to believing: 1 
wy This is the will of him that ſent me, That b | | 
5 ſerver ſeeth the Son and believeth on him, ſhould | 

Dave everlaſting life, Joh. vi. 40. By ſeeing the | 


don here we are to underſtand the true know- 


ledge of Chriſt : Hence alſo they that come to 
Chriſt, and believe ſavingly on him, are ſaid, 


in order thereunto, t be taught of God, and to 


have heard, and learn'd of the Father, John vi.45. 
And pray what have they been raught of God? 


what have they /earn'd of him, but the know- 
lege of Chriſt as the great object of faith? at leaſt 


this is one great leſſon, which all that believe do 


and muſt learn, As ever therefore you would 


pitch your faith aright upon Chriſt, labour to 
know and apprehend him aright ; labour to know 


and apprehend him, as he is revealed and offered 


in the Goſpel, particularly, 

1. View and apprehend him in his Godhead 
and divine nature: The Goſpel reveals him in 
the divinity, it propounds him to our faith, as 


God, the true God, the great God, the mighty 
Cod, God over all; and thus ſhould faith eye 


and apprehend him, thus Thoma, his faith appre- 
„ bended 


Withall tells us, that his 72 is meat indeed, and 
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hended him, when he ſaid, My Lord, and 2 


God, Joh. xx. 28. And indeed nothing but +a 


godhead, an infinite, eternal, unchangeable god- 
head is a foundation ſtrong enough for faith to 
build upon. | | 

2. View and apprehend him in his perſonal 


relation; not only as God, but alſo as God the 


Son, and fo as diſtinguiſh'd from the Father: 


Thus the Goſpel reveals and propounds him to 


Our faith, and thus alſo ſhould our faith view 


and apprehend him: Thus Peter's faith, with 
the reſt in whoſe name he ſpake, did eye and ap- 
prehend him: John vi. 69. We believe, and are 


ſure (ſaid he) that thou art that Chriſt, the Son 


of the living God There is a diſtinct honour 


due to every perſon in the Sacred Trinity; and 
the more diſtinctly our faith eyes and apprehends 
_ Chriſt in his perſonal relation, as Son, the more 


compleat it is, and the more it gives him the ho- 
nour of that relation. 3 TG 
View and apprehend him in his humanity, 


or as the Son of God incarnate : The Goſpel 


reveals and propounds Chriſt as the object of 
faith to us, not ſimply as God, and as God 
the Son, but as God the Son incarnate, as the 


Mord made fleſh, John i. 14. or as God manifeft- 
ed in the fleſh, 1 Tim. iii. 16. as having taken 


human nature into perſonal union with himſelf, 
and ſo is both God and man in one perſon ; and 


thus alſo ſhould faith eye and apprehend him: 
You believe in God, ſays he, believe alſo in me, 
John i. 14. Hence alſo he ſpeaks ſo often of 
rating his*fleſh, and drinking his blood, and of 


giving his fleſh for the life of the world; and 


hee 


Fg 
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his blood drink indeed, John vi. 51, 53, 54, 555 
56. By all which he ſignifies to us, that our 
faith muſt reſpect and apprehend him as man, as 
well as God; as the Son incarnate : and indeed 
thus he is the next and moſt immediate object 
of faith: The godhead or diviaity is the ultimate 
object of faith; but Chriſt, the Son incarnate, 
is the next and molt immediate object of faith: 
Hence we are ſaid by him to believe in Ged, 
1 Pet. i. 21. Faith firſt eyes Chriſt as man, or 
the Son incarnate, and by him comes ultimately 
to object itſelf upon God: The humanity is a- 
nua ad Divinitatem, (as one ſpeaks of it) a Gate 
to the Divinity, that by which our Faith paſles 
to the Godhead ; And (as a great Divine ſpeaks) 
he that comes not to Chriſt as man ſhall never come 
to him as God The truth is, faith cannot deal 
with God immediately but as God cloathed 
with our Nature. on ED | 
3. View and apprehend him in his office of 
Mediatorſhip : the goſpel reveals and propounds 1 
Chriſt to our faith in his office, it propounds and = 
reveals him as Chriſt, as the true Meſſiah and Sa- I 
viour of the world, as one feal'd, ſent, and | 
anointed by the Father for the redemption of loſt | 
fouls, and thus alſo ſhould faith eye and appre- | 
hend him : So alſo did Peter's faith apprehend if 
him: Thou art Chriſt (ſays he) the Son of the = 
living God, Mat. xvi. 16. Hence we read of —_ 
believing that Jeſus is the Chriſt, 1 John v. 1. . 
Hence alſo Chriſt tells the Jews, F ye believe 4 
not that I am he, ye ſhall die in your fins, Joh. 
vii. 24. If ye believe not that I am be, i. e. that 
I ͤam the Meſſiah, the Chriſt, the Saviour that 
vas promiſed. O! pea ſhort of that notion 
f Dt | | > bs 
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it ſhould have of Chriſt, unleſs it thus eyes him | 


in his office, 

5. View and apprehend him in his infinite 
ability and ſufficiency for the diſcharge of his of- 
fice: The Goſpel reveals and propounds him to 
our faith, as one able to fave to the very utter moſi; 


and accordingly ſhould our faith eye and appre- 
hend him, Heb. vii. 25. It reveals him indeed _ 


both as an only and allſufficient Saviour: as an 


only Saviour; Look unto me, and be faxed, all 


ye ends 10 the earth; for I am God, and there is 
tone beſides me, Iſa xlv. 22. Neither is there al- 
vation in any other ; nor is there any other name 
given under Heaven, whereby we may be ſaved, 


but his only, Acts iv. 12. And as an allſufficient 


Saviour; My fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood 
is drink indeed, (ſays he) and he that eateth ine, 


even he ſhall live by me, Joh. vi. 55, 57. It re- 


veals him in the infinite virtue of his blood, the 
inexhauſtible fulneſs of his Grace, the compleat- 
neſs of his obedience, the excellency of his righ- 
| teouſneſs, the perfection of his ſatisfaction, and 
the like; and thus ſhould our faith eye and ap- 
prehend him. O labour for ſuch a notion and 


apprehenſion of Chriſt as this is: as ever you 
would believe aright, and be indeed eſpouſed to 


Chriſt, labour for a ſound, clear, diſtin know- 
ledge of him, as the great object of faith : Pray 


much for a ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation in the 


knowledge 1 hin; that was the apoſtle's prayer 
tor the Epheſians in this caſe, Epb. i. 7. and let 


it be yours for yourſelves, 


III. Would you pitch your faith aright upon 


Chiift, and be indeed eſpouſed to him, then 
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be ſure to make a right choice or election of 
bim, being thus known and apprehended. To 
have a right notion and apprehenſion of Chriſt, 
is good and necetfary, in order to union with 
him by believing; but 'tis not enough to know 
Chriſt; being known and apprehended, he muſt 
allo bs choſen and embraced by us; and that as 
he is revealed and offered in the Goſpel. To know 
and apprehend Chriit, is an act of the mind or 
underſtanding; but to chuſe and embrace Chriſt, 
is an act of the will and affections; and though 
faith has its riſe and inchoation in the mind, yet 
its complement and perfection it has in the will 
and affections; theſe liking, chuſing and em- 
bracing of him, and that in a way ſuitable to 
what the mind ſees and apprehends concerning 
him; and this muſt be added to the former, or 
there is no right believing, and ſo no conjugal 
union and communion with Chriſt : Hence that 
of the apoſtle, Mith the heart man believeth unto 
righteouſneſs, Rom. x. 10. True believing then 
is with the heart; now by the heart here, as alſo 
generally elſewhere i in ſcripture, is meant the 
will and affections; accordingly to believe with 
the heart, is for the will and affections to chuſe 
and embrace Chriſt, as he is revealed and offer- 
ed in the Goſpel; this is called a receiving cf 
Chriſt, John i. 12. We receive Chriſt into our 
wills, when we chuſe him, and adhere to him 
for life and ſalvation; and we receive him into 
our affections, when we love him, defire him, 
and delight in him; and this is believing: To 
believe is nothing elſe but to chuſe and embrace 
Chrift with a ſincere affect on of mind, as he is 
reveal d and offer'd in the * And this in- 

decd 
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deed is the great vital act of faith, and that where- 


by our conjugal union and communion with 
Chriſt is more eſpecially brought about: This 


is that which makes Chriſt ours, and puts us in- 
to the poſſeſſion of him: Mary, ſays Chri/t, has 


choſen the better part, which hall never be taken 


from her, Luk. x. 42. She had choſen Chiiſt, 


and her choice of him had made him her own, 
and ſo her own, as that ſhe could never loſe 


him, never be deprived of him. Indeed a right 


choice of Chriſt makes him ours, it unites us to 


him, and intereſts us in him for ever. A little 


turther to help you in this buſineſs, know that 


a right choice of Chriſt i is accomplithed by theſe 


thee ſteps. 


Ie foul apprehending Chriſt (as before) 


likes him, and approves of him as the beſt and 
moſt ſuitable Saviour, the moſt lovely and de- 
ſirable object in heaven or earth: The foul ſays 


of Chriſt, as they did of the land of Canaan, 
Numb. 2 5 


1 good land: So this Chriſt, ſays the ſoul, 1s 


An exceeding good Chriſt, this Saviour is an ex- 
ceeding good Saviour ; there's none like him, 
there's no beauty like his beauty, no blood like 


his blood, no fulncſs like his fulneſs, no love 
like his ee 

2. The Soul deſires him, and longs after him, 
and that with a ſtrong, ardent, and vigorous af- 


fection: This is call'd hungring and thirſting af- 


ter Chriſt, Mat. v. 6. The ſoul ſceing lt, 
and approving of him, longingly cries out; O 


a Chriſt, a Chriſt ! [ 0 that this good Chriſt were 


mine! 


4; - £8 foul is by grace ſweetly and powne- 
ally 


. The land (ſay they) is an exceed-_ 
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fully determined upon Chriſt ; ſo as actually to 
make a ſolemn and deliberate choice of him, 
ſingling him out from all other things in heaven 
and earth, as the beſt and moſt deſirable good, 
and molt worthy of her deareſt and moſt intimate 
embraces: The ſoul now pitches her choice 
upon Chriſt to be her head and husband, her 
Lord and Saviour ; her reſt, her treaſure, her 
happineſs, her all for ever : Now by theſe ſteps, 
ſee that you come up to make a right choice of 
_ Chriſt ; be ſure that you like him, and approve 
0 him, as the beſt and molt deſirable object in 


heaven or earth: Truly if you view him aright, 


you can't but like him, and approve of him as 
ſuch: See that the defire of your ſouls be indeed 

towards him above all others: View him, till 
you fall in love with him, yea, till you fall fick 
of love for him; and be ſure not to reſt, till 
you get your wills ſweetly and powerfully. de- 
termined upon him, ſo determined upon him, 
as to make a free, ſolemn, deliberate choice of 
him, paſſing by all other lovers, and taking him 


alone into the boſom and embraces of your faith _ 


and love. Now that you may be ſure to make 


a right choice of Chri/t, ſuch a choice of Chriſt | 


az may keep him yours, and tie the marriage 


knot between him and you, obſerve herein theſe 


| "ou or {ix Rules. 
. Be ſure that you chuſe and embrace Chriſt 


himſelf, and not ſomewhat elſe in{tcad of him. 
"T'is a great and awakening ſaying which a wor- 


thy divine has: Many now, ſays he, take Chriſt 
by gueſs : but be ſure that it be he, and only he 


whom ye embrace : his ſweet ſmell, his lovely voice, 
his fair face, his gracious working in the ſoul 
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will ſoon tell if it be he or no, So ſay I, be ſure 
that it be he ; many miſtake the object, they 


cloſe with ſomewhat elſe inſtead of Chriſt ; at 


beſt, they chuſe Chriſt's portton, hrs benefits, 


his privileges, his purchaſes, but not his perſon: - 


But my advice to you is, pitch on nothing ſhort 
of the perſon of Chriſt ; then is our faith beyond 
all doubt rightly pitcht upon Chriſt, when Chriſt 
hunfelf, not his benefits and privileges only, 
is choſen and embraced by us. A marriage, it 
right, is between perſon and perſon, not between 
perſon and portion, perſon and eftate, that being 


a reſulting thing: So here in this ſpiritual mar- 


tage, faith does not marry the ſoul to the por- 
tion, benefi's, and privileges of Chriſt, but to 


_ Chriſt himſelf. True, I don't ſay (firſt) but 
that true faith gives the ſoul an intereſt in all the 


benefits, privileges and purchaſes of Chritt : 


Nor (fecondiy) do J ſay, that the ſoul may nct 
have an eye to theſe, and a reſpect to theſe in 
her choice of, and cloſe with Chriſt: yea, 
uſually theſe are the firſt thing that faith has in 


its eye: The firſt thing the foul looks at, and 
is taken with, when ſhe is drawn to Chhriſt, 


_ uſually is that peace, that pardon, that righteouſ- 


nefs, that deliverance from fin, death and hell, 


which ſhe fees is found and treafured up in Chriſt 
for ſou's: But though theſe things be ſo, yet the 
foul does, and muſt go higher, ſhe muſt lock 


at, and pitch upon the perſon of Chriſt, or her 


faith is not ſo right and compleat as it ought to 


be. Alas ! 'tis the perſon of Chriſt that is the 
great fountain of all grace, and all manifeſta- 
tions from God to us: ard faith accordingly does 
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ſo to do, Cant. v. 10. She had her eye upon the 
perſonal beauty and glory of Chriſt, and accor- 
dingly embraced him with her faith and love: 

hence alſo you have ſo often thoſe expreſſions; 
1 fought him whom my ſoul loved; and ſaw you 
him whom my ſoul loveth ? Her love, and ſo her 
faith was fixed upon Chriſt himſelf : and thus do 
you fix your faith and love upon him ; ſo ſhall 
you be ſure not to miſs of a conjugal union and 
communion with him. _ „ 

2. Be ſure that you chuſe a whole Chriſt and 

not a part of him only: My meaning is, ſee that 
you chuſe and embrace Chriſt in all his offices, 
as a king as well as a prieſt, as a lord as well as 
a ſaviour; and as in all his offices, ſo for all 
thoſe ends and uſes for which God has deſign'd 
him, and the Goſpel revealed him to us; for 
holineſs, as well as 11ghtecuſneſs 3 for ſanctifi- 
cation, as well as juſtification, I need not tell 
you, that Chriſt is a lord and king as well as a 
ſaviour, and that as ſuch he is revealed and offer- 
ed in the Goſpel to our faith: Him hath God 
exalted a prince and ſaviour to give repentance unto 

Tjrael, and remiſſion of fins, Act. v. 3I. and they 
that will have him as a ſaviour to give them par- 
don, muſt have him as a prince to give them 
repentance : And you know Chriſt's reſt and his 
yoke go together in the Goſpel-ofter, Mat. xi, 
28, 29, Nor need I tell you, that God has ap- 
pointed him, and the Goſpel reveals him to be 
our ſanctification as well as our juſtification : So 
you have ir expreſly, 1 Cor. i. 30. Accordingly 
then do we chuſe Chriſt, and embrace him 
aright, when we chuſe and embrace him under 
each notion; when we chuſe and embrace him 
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not as a ſaviour only, but as a lord too; not 


only as a prieſt to procure pardon and reconci- 


liation for us, but alſo as a prince, to rule, go- 


vern, and command us ; not only as our righ- 
teouſneſs to juſtify us, but as a fountain of grace 
to make us holy; and thus true faith does chuſe 


and embrace him, /a. xlv. 24. Surely ſhall 


one ſay, 1 the Lord have I righteouſneſs and 
firength Mark, faith chuſes Chriſt not only 
for righteouſneſs, but for ſtrength too; rigb- 


teouſneſs for juſtification 3 ſtrength for holi- 
neſs and ſanctification. Chriſt's language to the 


ſoul in the tender of himſelf is ſuch as this; 


Poor foul, thou art in a dead, loſt, undone con- 


dition, God is wroth with thee, hell gapes for 


_ thee, juſtice calls aloud: for vengeance againſt 
thee ; and there is no hope, no help, no fal- 
vation for thee, but in and by me, and union 


with me: And lo! I am willing to beſtow 


myſelf, with all my fulneſs upon thee : but re- 


member this, that I'll rule and command thee : 
If I be thy ſaviour, I'll be thy lord and king 
too : If thou wilt ſhare in my redemption, thou 


muſt be content to bear my yoke, to bow to _ 
my ſcepter, to ſubmit to my laws and kingdom: 


Accordingly, faith's anſwer, if right, is this; 
Content, Lord, tis but fit, that he that ſaves 


ſhould rule and reign, that he that redeems 
ſhould be bowed and ſubmitted to; and I do wil- 


livgly give up myſelf to thy holy and ſpiritual go- 


vernment, thy yoke is eaſy, thy ſcepter is righ- 
teous, thy kingdom is full of peace and joy, and 


I defire to come under them : I would have thce 


to make me holy, as well as righteous ; to ſub- 


due this rebellious heart of mine, and to rule in 
me by thy Spirit, as well as to ſave me by thy 
. | WA 55 
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perfect obedience: O ſee, that thus you chuſe 
and embrace whole Chriſt, elſe your faith is not 
right, nor ate you like to attain unto a conju- 
gal union and communion with him. 

3. Be ſure that you chuſe Chriſt ſingly and 
alone, and not join ſomewhat elſe with him : 
ſome are for compounding with Chriſt, they 

would join ſomewhat elſe in partnerſhip with 
him; but as Chriſt muſt not be divided, ſo nei- 
ther will he be compounded, he will be all, or 
nothing at all to ſouls ; and ſo true faith cloſes 
with him: Hence with the new creature Chriſt 
is ſaid to be all, and in all, Col. iii. 11. The 
Patriarchs (as one obſerves) had many of them 
a wife and concubine, but it is not ſo here; no, 
as faith chuſes a whole Chriſt, ſo it chuſes a 
naked Chriſt, Chriſt ſingly and alone, without 
joining any thing elſe in partnerſhip with him: 
lt matches the ſoul to Chriſt with an abſolute 
excluſion of all other matches : indeed faith ſees 
enough in a ſingle Chriſt, a naked Chriſt, with- 
out the help of any thing elſe, and accordingly 
chuſes and embraces him : and ſo muſt your faith 
chuſe and embrace him, or you are like to miſs 
of conjugal union and communion with him : 
You mult chuſe him fingly and alone, joining 
nothing with him, and that eſpecially in the great 
buſineſs of righteouſneſs and acceptation with 
God: ſome would fain compound with Chriſt 


in this buſineſs; they would have Chriſt, but 


they would have their own duties too; they 
would have his righteouſneſs, but they would 
have their own righteouſneſs too; they would 
have theirs bear a ſhare with his in the point of 
righteouſneſs and juſtification before God. Thus 

NT : _ *twas 
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*twas with the Jews of old, Rom. ix. 31. 42. 
with Ch. x. 3. Tis ſaid, They followed after the 
law of righteouſneſs, but attained not. to the law 
of righteouſneſs: And why? Becauſe, ſays the 
apoſtle, they ſought it not by faith, but, as it 
were, by the works of the law ; And Ch. x. 2, 
They went about, tis ſaid, to e/tabliſh their own 
righteouſneſs, and ſubmitted not themſelves to the 
righteouſneſs of Gd. Pray obſerve, (firſt) they 
were addicted too, and look'd for ſalvation b 
their own righteouſneſs, (Secondly,) Though 


they were addicted to their own righteouſneſs, 
and would fain live by it, yet they ſeemed not 


to cleave wholly to that, but would have Chriſt's 
and theirs joined together ; therefore *tis ſaid, 
They ſought it not by faith, but, as it were, by the 
works of the law, i. e. They were neither wholly 


for Chriſt, nor wholly for ſeif, but partly for 


the one, and partly for the other, joining ſelf 


with Chriſt. And (thirdly) this left them ſhort 


of righteouſneſs, life, ſalvation, and all: For 


tis ſaid ; that upon this account they attained 
not unto the law of righteouſneſs, To join ſelf 
with Chriſt in this point, is as dangerous and 
deſtructive, as to ſet up ſelf againſt Chriſt. Thus 
(I fay) 'twas with the Jews of old, and thus it 


1s with many now: But, my beloved, if ever 


you would pitch your faith aright upon Chriſt, 
you muſt not once think of thus compounding 
the buſineſs between him and ſelf ; but Chriſt 
muſt be all in all: We muſt ſhut our eyes againſt 


all other things in point of juſtification, and mult 


go forth ſingly and nakedly to Chriſt, venturing 
our eternal all upon the alone bottom of his 
everlaſting righteouſneſs. Tis obſerved by one 


upon 
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upon the place laſt quoted, "That the foundation 
of, or firt ep towards our obtaining an intereſt 
in the righteouſneſs of God, ts for a man to re- 
nounce and go out of his own righteouſneſs. Thus 
lam ſure, Paul's faith choſe and embraced Chriſt, 
Phil. iii. 7, 8, 9. Thoſe things which were gain 
to me (ſays he) thoſe I counted loſs for Chriſt ; 
yea doubtleſs, and I count all things but loſs for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Feſus my 

Lord, for whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all 
things, and do count them but dung, that I may 


win Chriſt, and be found in him, net having mine 


own righteouſneſs which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Chriſt, the righ- 
 teouſneſs which is of God by faith, Pray mark, 
his faith here chuſes and embraces Chriſt for his 
righteouſneſs and juſtification, and herein he 


joins nothing with him; he pitches ſingly and 


nakedly upon Chriſt alone, renouncing all other 
things whatever; he had as much of his own to 
have lent and depended upon in this point as any 
mere man that ever lived fince fin entered the 
world; for, in privileges, in grace, in ſer— 
vices, and in ſufferings for Chriſt, (I am apt to 


think) he excelled all mere men; but yet he 


reſts on none of theſe, no not ſo much as joins 
any thing of it with Chriſt, but rejects and re- 
nounces all, and that with the greateſt loathing 
and deteſtation in the point of juſtification, cleav- 
ing ſingly and nakedly to Chriſt alone: ſays he, 
I account all but loſs, yea, dung, that is, as the 


moſt vile and loathſome thing; and I would not 


be found in it for a thouſand worlds. The truth 
is, to join any thing of our own with Chriſt in 
this buſineſs, is what excludes us from any ſhare 


in 


— ——— p— — 
1 PR 
«929 wg r * 
. ; 3 N 


„ W ins: 7 
— res * dah — * 8 8 * " 


204 The Soul's efpouſal, or 
in Chriſt, or any benefit by Chriſt ; ſo much 


the apoſtle is expreſs in, Gal. v. 2, 3, 4. Behold, 


I Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be circumciſed, 
Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing; 1. I teſtiſ again 
to every man that is circumciſed, that he 1s a deb- 
tor to the whole law, Chriſt is become of no effect 
unto you, whoever of you are juſtified by the law, 
ye are en me from grace. "I he ſum of the apo- 
{tle's deſign is to ſhew, that to join any thing of 
our own with Chriſt in the buſineſs of righteouſ- 
neſs and juſtification, and not reſt purely and 
entirely upon him, is what ſhuts us out from any 
part and lot in Chriſt, or any benefit or advan- 
tage by him; for, pray obſerve, there were 
among the Galatians, ſome who did join the law 
with Chrift, preſſing and taking up circumciſion 
as a part of that righteouſneſs whereby they cx- 
pected to be juſtified and ſaved : They were not 
lo groſs in their minds, as to expect ſalvation 
merely by the obſervation of the law, and their 
own obedience ; but they were for ſharing the 


buſineſs between this and Chriſt : Now what 


ſays Paul to them, and by what docs he labour 
to antidote the Believers among them againſt 
that great error ? Why, (firſt) he tells them 


plainly, that if they will join either circumciſion, 


or any thing elſe of their own with Chrift in 
this matter, then Chri/t ſhall profit them nothing, 
ver. 2. And he aſſerts the ſame thing, ver. 4. 
_ Chriſt, (ſays he) is become of no effect to you; 
i. od Mal have no part 10 Chat ue benefit 
by Chriſt; Chriſt is of no uſe, no benefit, no 
advantage to you, no more than if he had never 
been: And indeed, as one obſerves upon the 
place, I hocver is but for an half Chriſt in this 
| ; buſineſs 


buſin 


then 
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buſineſs loſes all of Cbriſt. (Secondly,) he tells 
them, that if they will have any thing of their 


own to bear ſhare with Chriſt in the matter of 


their ſalvation, they are debtors to do the whale 


law ; If they will have their obedience to the 
law to have any ſhare in their acceptation with 


Cod, then they muſt keep the whole law, for 
elſe all were nothing: Tis a great ſpeech of a 
learned interpreter upon theſe words; //boever, 
(ſays he) 15 a debtor to do the hole law, can never 
eſcape death, becauſe he will always remain un- 
der guilt ; for no one will ever be found wha will 


be able to fulfil or ſatiiſy the law ; ſuch an obli- 


gation therefore is the certain damnation of the 
man that lies under it. Thus you ſee, there 


muſt be nothing elſe of our own joined with 
Chriſt in the matter of our righteouſneſs and ju-, 


ſtification with God; but our faith muſt cleave 
ſingly and nakedly to Chriſt alone : "The truth 
is, Chriſt's righteouſneſs alone is ſufficient to 
fave and juſtify the worſt of ſinners : "tis the 


_ righteouſneſs of God, 2 Cor. v. 21. and the rigb- 


teouſneſs of the law, Rom. viii. 3. a righteouſ- 


nels every way adequate and commenſurate to 


the ſtriteſt demands of law and juſtice, a righ- 
teouſneſs as long as broad, as deep, as high, as 
the fin and guilt of the moſt ſcarlet, crimſon 
ſinners can be, and why ſhould any think of 


joining any thing therewith ? Truly ſo to do, 
is to reflect great diſhonour upon it, and upon 


the wiſdom and grace of God in ordaining it 


for our juſtification and ſalvation. And as we 


muſt join nothing with Chriſt in the matter of 
righteouſneſs and juſtification, ſo neither muſt 


we join any thing with him in the matter of our 
” f ſancti- 
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ſanCtification and holineſs : We ſhould look for 
no grace, no holineſs, but what comes from 
him, and is wrought in us by him: Nor indeed 
will God own any thing for grace and holineſs 
in us at laſt, that does not come from him: In 


all reſpects therefore let the language of your 
ſouls be, O none but Chri/?, none but Chriſt. 


4. Be ſure that you chule Chriſt and embrace 
him as your reſt and happineſs; and not on] 
as one that is to bring you unto reſt and happi- 
nels : Chriſt, my beloved, is not only the way 


and means to bring men unto happineſs, but he 


alſo is himſelf their happineſs, and as ſuch he is 
tendered to us, and ſhould be choſen and em- 


braced by us: I am the way, the truth, and the 
life, (fays he) John xiv. 16. that is, as one gloſ- 


ſes upon it, I am the beginning, the progreſs 


and perfection of a Chriſtian's happineſs. Sure I 


am, as Chiiſt, conſidered as the way, is the 
means, and What leads us unto happineſs ; ſo 


_ Chriſt, conſidered as the life, is himſelf our bap- 


pineſs, our ſupreme happineſs ; and indeed, we 
come to Chriſt as the life, by Chriſt as the way. 
Sweet is that ſaying which I have read in one of 
the ancients on this place; We, thy people (ſays 
he ſpeaking to Chriſt) do come by thee to thee, 
becauſe thou art the way, the truth, and the life ; 
the way in thy example, the truth in the promiſe, 
the life in the reward : I am the way, the truth, 
and the life : i. e. as another expounds it, I am 


the only right way, the ſufreme truth, the true 


life, the bleſſed life, the increated life. And ſui- 
table hereunto is another's obſervation upon theſe 


words, The ſum, ſays he, of this ſentence 15 this, | 


He,whaever he be, that obtains and poſſeſſes Chriſt, 


can 


. r EY OTC HET. 


one does not reſt in him, he elſewhere fe 
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ean want nothing : whoever therefore is not con- 
tent with him alone, aſpires after ſomething be- 
yond the ultimate and higheſt perfection. And 
then he concludes thus, F any one turns aſide 
from Chriſt, he can do nothing but err, V any 

s upon 
nothing but wind and vanity If any one makes 


out after any thing beyond him, he will find death 


i tead of life. O there are infinite beauties, de- 
lights, and perfections in Chriſt, whereby he is 
able to fill and ſatisfy us, and make us happy: 


And for my own part, as I deſire never to be 


happy if Chriſt be not able to bring me to hap- 
pineſs, ſo I deſire no better or greater happineſs 


than what Chriſt is, or can be to me. O, there 


is all in him, all to fill, all to comfort, all to 
delight and raviſh, all to ſolace and ſatisfy the 


| largeſt faculties of eternal ſouls. May I have but 
_ Chrift, ſays Rutherford, T ſhall think myſelf as well 


heaven'd as any whatever. Truly he and he alone 
is centrum guietativum, as the ſchools ſpeak, the 
quieting, reſting center of the foul, And fo 
the Pſalmiſt tells us, P/ cxvi. 7. Indeed he in 
his preſence, and our enjoyment of him, is hea- 
ven and happineſs: Tis the higheſt happineſs 
which Chriſt promiſes his people here, Joh. xiv. 

21. and 'tis the higheſt happineſs which his peo- 
ple reckon upon or hope for hereafter, Phil. i, 
23. Anſwerable whereunto is the obſervation 


of one upon thoſe words of Chriſt to the thief 


upon the croſs, Luk. xxiii. 43. This day thou ſhalt 


bie with mein Paradiſe: With me, (ſays he) O 


wonderful goodneſs ! he does not ſay ſimply, thou 

ſhalt be in Paradiſe, or thou ſhalt be 1with angels; 

but thou ſhalt with me, thou ſhalt be ſatisfied with 
= Ta: 
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him whom thou deſireſt. Thus Chriſt is the reſt 
and ſupreme happineſs of ſouls ; and accordingly 
our faith ſhould chuſe and embrace-him : I will 
not ſay, there is not true faith, where the ſoul 
does not come up to ſuch a choice of Chriſt, as 
this is; but this I'll ſay, That though faith at 
firſt may not thus chuſe Chriſt, yet afterwards, 
as it grows up more towards perfection, it does 
come to chuſe Chriſt under this notion : And 
the more diſtinct it is in chuſing Chriſt, as the 
ſupreme reſt and happineſs of the ſoul, the more 
complete and perfect it is. Faith's language to 
Chriſt, wheu come to any maturity, is ſuch as 
this, Lord, as all my life is in thy death, all my 
healing in thy wounds, all my righteouſneſs in 
thy obedience; ſo all my happineſs is in thy 
preſence, all my heaven in the boſom and em- 
braces of thy love: Nor have I any in heaven 
but thee, neither is there any upon earth that 1 
defire beſides thee, Pſal. Ixxiti. 25. O thus chuſe 
Chriſt! chuſe him as the reſt, the ſolace, the 
happineſs of your ſouls, and never think of any 
thing elſe, to be the leaſt part of your happineſs 
beſides Chriſt, „5 . 
5. Be ſure that you chuſe and embrace Chriſt 
with his croſs, and not only Chriſt with bis 
crown; Chriſt crucified, as well as Chriſt glori- 
fied; Chriſt upon terms of ſuffering for him, as 
well as reigning with him, he calling thereunto: 
Thus alſo Chiiſt tenders himſelf to us, and thus 
muſt he be choſen and embraced by us, Mat. 
XVi. 24. If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himſelf, take up his croſs, and follow me : 
And Luk. xiv. 27. WWhoſoeever doth not bear his 
croſs and come after me, cannot be my DIR 
| ome 
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Some are for Chriſt and his crown, but they ſtick 


at his croſs : They are for a reigning Chriſt, but 


not for a perſecuted Chriſt : But, my beloved, 
if you would ſo chuſe him as to be married to 
him, you muſt chuſe him as upon the croſs cru- 
cified, as well as upon the throne glorified: the 
meaning is, you muſt chuſe him with a firm re- 

ſolution to ſuffer for hin, if he calls you there- 
unto ; you muſt chuſe him as one perſecuted and 
diſtreſſed on earth, as well as one dignified and 
glorified in heaven: In a word, you muſt chuſe 
him for better, for worſe, in all eſtates and con- 
ditions, with all his inconveniences, as well as 


his privileges, with his poverty, his impriſon- 


ments, his reproaches, his deaths, his dangers, 
his conflicts, and the like: that is to ſay, you 
chuſe him with a willing reſolution of mind to 
undergo all this at his call, and for his ſake; 
and this indeed 1s to cloſe with him in his own 
way, and upon his own terms : Chriſt's language 
to the ſoul, in the tender of bimſelf to her, is 
ſuch as this; Soul, I am willing to be eſpouſed 


to thee, 1 am willing to beſtow myſelf, with 


all my riches and f.llneſs, upon thee ; but if thou 
wilt have me and theſe, thou muſt be content 


to ſuffer for me, to be reproached, to be perſe- 


cuted, to be impriſoned, yea, to be Killed all 
the day long for me, when I pleaſe to call thee. 
thereunto : And indeed faith, when right, clo- 
ſes with him upon theſe terms: Content, ſays 
the ſou], being acted by a true ſpirit of faith; 


Chriſt upon any terms that he thinks fit, Chriſt 


with the croſs, Chriſt with reproach, with im- 
priſonment, with death, with whatever he plea- _ 
ſes rather than go without. him: And indeed 
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we need not be ſcared, nor terrified at the croſs; 


for there is no croſs ſo bitter as Chriſt is ſweet, 


there is nothing we can ſuffer for Chriſt, that 
is worthy to be compared with the glory we 
{hall have in Chriſt and with Chriſt : Beſides, 


Chriſt is worthy to be ſuffered for; and there- 


fore welcome Chiiſt, and welcome his croſs too: 
Truly, my beloved, Chriſt's croſs is ſweet, very 


ſweet, as he makes it: That ſweet-ſmell'd and 
perfum'd croſs of Chriſt, ſays one, is accom- 
panied with ſweet refreſhments, with the kiſſes 


of a king, with the joy of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
therefore ſcare not at it, but chuſe him with his 
croſs as well as his crown. _ 

6. Be ſure that you chuſe Chriſt often, and 
think it not one ſingle act or work only to chuſe 
and embrace him : If you would indeed make 
ſure of Chriſt, and an eſpouſal to him,you ſhould 


chuſe him and embrace him anew every day. 


We are apt to look upon the work of chuling 


and embracing Chriſt as one ſingle act or work 
only ; but, my beloved, 'tis a work that ſhould 


be ofted repeated : by often repeating of it we 


ſhould grow more ſound, more ſtrong, more di- | 


ſtinct in it: As a ſecond edition corrects the er- 


rors of the firſt, ſo after- acts of believing in this 


kind do ſupply the defects of the firſt act: In- 


deed my advice to you is, that you would make 


as much conſcience of chuſing and embracing 


_ Chriſt afreſh every day, as of praying every day; 


eſpecially if you be either young beginners in 


| believing, or older believers under clouds and 
darkneſs. St. Paul made freſh choices of Chriſt 


to the very laſt, Phil. iii. 8, 9. And 'tis the du- 
ty of them that do believe, to believe : Theſe 
5 things 


thing 
lieve 


belie- 


13. 
then 


i act 
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things write I unto you, ſays St. John, that be- 


lieve on the name of the Son of God, that ye 


believe on the name of the Son of God, 1 John v. 


13. They did believe, and he would have 
them to believe afreſh every day ; and ſo would 


I have you do ; every day renew the firſt great 


act of faith in your cloſing with Chriſt, ſo ſhall 


every day be a day of eſpouſals between Chriſt 


and you ; and ſo by degrees ſhall you come to 


the ſenſe and comfort of this eſpouſal. I have 


read of ſome who never came to a ſight and 
ſenſe of their union with Chriſt till they took this 


courſe. 


Thus I have now fon you they wa how 
you may come to be eſpouſed to Chriſt, as 


N well as what an husband he is, what great things 


he does for his ſpouſes, and how much his heart 
is ſet upon an eſpouſal with ſinners : Now, will 


you take this courſe ? Or ſhall all be loſt with 

you? Poſſibly the whole will have a different ef- 

fect upon thoſe that read or hear theſe things: 
Some, I hope, will be won and gained to Chriſt. 


by them; others, I fear, will reje& and deſpiſe 
all, and that either out of a ſpirit of profane- 


| neſs, or inſenſibility of their need of, or con- 


cern in theſe things: If any ſoul ſhall re- 


ject them out of a ſpirit of profaneneſs, I would 


ſay to ſuch a ſoul, as Solomon to the Scorner, 
Prov. ix. 12. If thou ſcorneſt, thou alone ſhalt 


bear it; thou alone ſhalt bear all thy fins, and 
all the wrath and vengeance of God due to them: 


If any ſhall reject theſe things out of a ſpirit of 
inſenſibility of their need of, and concern in 


them; their caſe is the more to be pitied ; for 
the 
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the more inſenſible they are of their miſery 
without Chriſt, the greater is that miſery of 
theirs. What more miſerable, ſays Auſtin, than 
for a miſerable man not to commiſerate himſelf ? 
Others, it may be, ſtand doubting and trem- 
bling, daring neither to reject, nor yet to em- 


| brace : not reject, becauſe their need of Chrilt 
is ſo great, the worth of Chriſt ſo eminent, and 


the guilt of the rejection of Chriſt ſo black; 
nor yet embrace, becauſe their {ins are ſo many, 
and their unworthineſs ſo great. To ſuch ! 
would ſay, Ceaſe thy trembling, and delay thy 
cloſe with Chriſt no longer; it has been thy fin, 
let it be thy ſhame and forrow that thou haſt 
neglected and refuſed Chriſt ſo Jong, faying with 


| Auſlin, I have loved thee too late, O thou ſo an- 
cient and yet ſo new a beauty. I have loved thee 


too late. And for thy encouragement, I would 


ſay to thee, as the ſervant did to his lord upon 


ſuch an occaſion as this, Luk, xiv. 22. Lord, it 
is done as thou haſt commanded, and yet there ti; 
room, I hough many finners, and great ſinners 
have been received to mercy, yet ftill there is 


room for thee, and for all that have a mind to 
_ Chriſt : There is room in Chriſt's heart, there 


1s room in Chriſt's arms, there is room in his 


_ covenant, there is room in his kingdom, there 
is room upon his throne with his Father for thee: 


But if yet any ſhall reject his offer of love, and 
perſiſt ſo to do, ſuch will at laſt find that there 


is room in hell, room in the infernal pit, room 


in the place of torment for them : therefore as 


life and death are once more ſet before you, ſo 


I beſeech you to chuſe life, and not death, that 
you may live for ever. Amen! . 
15 CHAP: 
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CHAP, XI. 

Being a contemplation of the infinite love and 

condeſcenſion of Chriſt 1% ſouls, and the 


unſpeakable comfort and happineſs of be- 
lievers in this ſweet eſpouſal, 


IN the view of all that has been hitherto de- 


clared, we may well take up an admiring 


contemplation of Chriſt's love and condeſcenſion, 
and believers comfort and happineſs ; the one 


and the other being exceeding great and glorious : 

O! for Chriſt to marry poor ſouls to himſelf, 
and for poor ſouls to be married to Chriſt, how 
great is the love of the one, and the happineſs of 


the other herein! n LE 
1. How great is the love and condeſcenſion 


of Chriſt in marrying ſouls to himſelf ! Next to 


his becoming man, and dying for them, where-_ 


in can he teſtify greater love and condeſcenſion 
to them than in this ? There are, among many 
others that might be mentioned, that will argue 
his love and condeſcenſion herein to be wonder- 
ful and glorious, two things. One is the infi- 
ni:e diſparity and diſproportion between the par- 


ties, him and them; the other is the unſpeakable. 
ncarneſs and gloriouſneſs of that union and rela- 


tion which he takes them into with himſelf: 
Both which I deſite you to contemplate. 
1. Contemplate the infinite diſparity and diſ- 


ptoportion between him and them: What pro— 
portion is there between a king and a beggar? 


what proportion is there between an ant and an 


angel? 
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angel? yea, between the ſmalleſt worm, and all 
the angels in heaven ? infinitely leſs proportion 
is there between Chriſt and ſinners ;. and yet he 
eſpouſes them to himſelf: What ſhall I ſay ? He 


is both high and great, we are baſe and vile; he 


is bleſſed and glorious, we are wretched and de- 
ſpicable : he is a great King, we are poor ſlaves 
and vaſſals; yea the worſt of ſlaves and vaſſals, 
being the ſlaves and vaſſals of fin and ſatan : And 
to ſum up all in a few words; He is Gd, and 
we are creatures; yea, he is an infinitely pure 


and holy God, and we are unſpeakably impure” 


and unholy creatures: O how great is the dif. 
roportion ! and yet he marries us to himſelf: 
hat proportion 1s there between God and the 


creature? The creature at beſt is but a ſmall. 


drop of being, but God is Mare eſſandi, a ſea, 
a fountain, an ocean of being : The creature is, 


and has but a little good; but, Deus eſi bonum 


in finitiſſime infinitum, as Bradwardin ſpeaks of 
him, Ged is a moſt infinitely infinite good : The 


creature is a depending thing, the being of the 


creature is a depending being, the very nature 
of the creature lies wholly in dependance; but 


God is an abſolute and independent being, he 


being of himſelf, and from himſelf; indeed all 
other things are of him, and from him, and to 
him, as the Scripture ſpeaks. Now, for God 
to marry the creature, and eſpouſe the creature 


to himſelf ; O what love, what condeſcenſion 


is this! and yet greater love than this does 
Chriſt ſhew : For what proportion is there be- 
tween an infinitely holy God, and univerſally 
ſinful, defiled, and polluted creatures? The di— 
{ance between God and us, as we are creatures, 


15 
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is great; but the diſtance between the infinitely 
holy God and us, as finners, is in ſome ſort un- 


ſpeakably greater: Tis our duty, and ſhould _ 


be our joy, to know and keep our creature di- 
ſtance with God; we ſhould rejoice to think 
that God is ſo infinitely above us; but *tis our 
miſery, and we ſhould tremble to think of our 
ſinful diſtance from God, that diſtance I mean 
that ſin is, and has cauſed between God and us: 


Now for a holy God to «ſpouſe ſinful creatures 
to himſelf ; yea, for a God ſo infinitely holy to 


eſpouſe ſouls who are ſo utterly ſinful, to himſelf, 
as the beſt of us all by nature are ; this is great- 
er love and condeſcenſion ſtill. O wonderful 


commerce (ſays one of the ancients, ſpeaking of 


Chriſt's dying for the people) the King dies for 
the ſervant, God for man, the creator for the crea- 
ture, the innocent for the nocent. The like ma 
I ſay here; O wonderful condeſcenſion ! The 

king marries a ſlave, God the creature, the pure 
and holy One, polluted and defiled ſinners: True 
indeed, he makes them ſaints by and upon his 
marrying of them, but he finds them finners 
when he firſt makes it a time of love to them : 
O adore this love, this condeſcenfion ! 


2. Contemplate the unſpeakable nearneſs and 


gloriouſneſs of that union and relation which 
he takes them into with himſelf; as the diſtance 
and diſproportion between the parties is infi- 


nitely great, ſo the union and relation he takes 


them into, is very near and glorious: The union 


between the vine and branches is near; the 
union and relation between the head and mem 
bers is near; the union and relation between 


the husband and wife is near; but all theſe are 


but 
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but ſhadows and repreſentations of that union 
and relation which Chriſt takes believers into 


with himſelf, which muſt therefore be nearer 


and greater than all : *Tis indeed (as upon oc- 


caſion has been before declared) next, for inti- 
macy and glory, to the eſſential and perſonal 
union; yea, it comes fo near the higheſt union 


of all, the union that is between the Father and 
the Son, as that it 1s ſet forth in the Scripture 
by the ſame expreſſions which that union is, viz, 


By being and dwelling in each other: Yea, Chriſt 


himſelf ſeems to bring it ſo near that great union, 
as that he makes that the pattern of it, and ac- 
cordingly prays for it for his people, Foh. xvii. 


21. Neither pray I for theſe alone, but for then: 


10 which ſhall believe on me through their word, 
that they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in thee, that they alſo may be one in us. Pray 
mark, he prays for the accompliſhment of this 


union for them, as the top and perfection of all 
their happineſs; and not only ſo, but as that which 


comes a3 near the great union between his Father 


and himſelf, as can well be conceived: 'tis a ſweet 


ſaying which one of the ancients has upon theſe 


words of Chriſt ; at more glorious, ſays he, than 


this union? What further or higber, poor ſoul, 
canſt thou either have, or deſire tohave, than this, 
thou ſhalt be one with thy bridegroom 9 O happy, 
exceeding happy, yea, of all others moſt happy 
union In a word, nearer than this, creatures 
can't well be taken unto Chriſt, nor can they 
have a greater glory put upon them, than there 
is put upon them in their being taken into 


this union and relation to him: how great there- 
fore muſt the love and condeſcenſion of Chriſt 


herein 
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oy herein to believers be! O for him to take ſuch 
ſo near himſelf, as to make them one with him, 
to lay them in his boſom, to communicate him- _ 
ſelf to them ! This is love indeed, and this we 
fhould contemplate and admire. 925 
| 22. How great is the comfort and happineſs of 
believers, in being thus married and eſpouſed to 
1 _ Chriſt! We ſay of ſuch or ſuch a woman that 
is well married, that ſhe is well diſpoſed of, and 

is very happy in an husband : But, O ſoul, how 
} well art thou diſpoſed of, who art diſpoſed of 
to Chriſt ? And how happy art thou in an hus- 
band, who art married to him? What, foul, 
married to Jeſus, to ſweet Jeſus, to lovely Je- 
ſus, to Jeſus the Son of God! O what ſweet, 
what ſtrong conſolation may this be to thee! 
and how ſhould it fill thy heart with holy tri- 
umph and exultation for ever? This alone ma 
comfort thee in all the difficulties and troubles of 
life, and in all the conflicts and agonies of death. 
_ Caſt thine eye back on the nature of this eſpou- 
ſal, and what an husband Chriſt is, and what 
great things he does for his ſpouſes, as the one 
and the other of them has been declared ; and 
then judge of thine own happineſs, in being 
taken into this relation to him: In Cant. vi. 9. 
tis ſaid concerning the ſpouſe of Chriſt, That 
the daughters ſaw her, and bleſſed her; yea, the 
queens and the concubines, and they praiſed ber- 
They look'd upon her to be the moſt happy on 
earth: And truly, foul, when I look upon thee 
as the ſpouſe of Chriſt, I can't but in like man- 
ner bleſs and praiſe thee ; and thou thyſelf mayeſt 
well bleſs thyſelf, and ſay, Bleſſed be the day 
that ever I was born, 1 be the womb that 
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bare me, and bleſſed be the paps that gave me | 
ſuck ! But yer to raiſe this comfort and happi- 


neſs of thine a little higher, that thou mayeſt re- 


joice in thy lot, the lines being fallen to thee in 


pleaſant places, conſider three things; 


I. Conſider, that this relation of thine to 


_ Chriſt gives thee a full intereſt in him, and all 
that is his: This the ſpouſe much gloried and 
rejoiced in, as her crown and happineſs ; there- 
fore the is frequently up with it in a way of holy 
boaſting, My beloved is mine, and I am bis, 


Cant. ji. 16. And again, I am my beloved, and 


my beloved is mine, Ch. vi. 3. Being eſpouſed 
to Chriſt, Chriſt is thine; and Chriſt being 


thine, bis blood is thine, his righteouſneſs is 
thine, his love is thine, his fulneſs is thine, the 


fruit of all his ſufferings, the virtue of all his of- 

fices, the ſwectneſs of all his relations is thine : 
_ Chrift being thine, all is thine, all the promiſes 
are thine, all the ordinances are thine; life is 


thine, death is thine, time is thine, eternity is 


thine, things preſent are thine, things to come 


are thine, 1 Cor. iii. 22. O what a goodly he- 


ritage haſt thou, and how ſhould thy ſoul bleſs 
the Lord, that ever he drew thee into this union 


and relation to him ? What a ſpring of comfort 


may this be to thee in all conditions? Fear not, 
for thou ſhalt not be aſhamed : Why: Fer thy 
Maker is thy husband, Ia. liv. 4, 5. The truth 


is, though poſſibly thou mayeſt have little of 
this world, yet in having Chriſt thou haſt all 


thou needſt and art capable of to make thee ha- 
py for ever, 5 45 


II. Con- 


union with Chriſt. 21 9 
Il. Conſider, that this union and relation of 
thine to Chriſt remains firm and ſtedfaſt for 
ever; And O what ſweetneſs does this add unto 
it: True, may the ſoul ſay, this relation is a 
bleſſed relation, and full of ſweetneſs and com- 
fort; but will it hold? Yea, it will hold, and 
that for ever: the beſt comforts thou enjoye/? 
here below, will ſhortly have a period, and the 
ſweeteſt relations thou /ande/? in here, will af 
ter a while be diſſolved and broken; but thy 
union and relation to Chri/t will laſt for ever, 
that can never be diſſolved : I wil! betroth thee 
unto me, ſays God, yea, I will betroth thee unto 
me. But, Lord, for how long? (may the ſoul ſay) 
Why, for ever, ſays God, Ho/. ii. 19. O that 
word for ever / this puts an CG ſweetneſs 
into this relation of thine : This one word for 
ever, as one obſerves upon this place, makes a 
miſery (though but ſmall in itſelf) an infinite 
miſery ; and mercy (though but ſmall in itſelf ) 
even an infinite mercy : How much more does 
it make that which in itſelf is ſo great as thy 
union and eſpouſal to Chriſt is, ſweet and deſir- 
„ 
O but, ſays the ſoul, never was there ſuch a 
wretch as I am; never did any carry it towards 
Chriſt as I do: True, he has made love to me, 
| and I have ſome hopes that I have cloſed with 
him in a marriage-covenant ; but alas] never 
was there ſuch a rebellious, revolting, backſlid- 
ing heart as mine is: I have played the harlot, 
and gone a whoring from him ; by means of 
which, I fear, he will break union and com- 
munion with me, and at laſt caſt me off. 1 
_ anſwer : Truly foul, this is very fad, and thou 
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ſhouldſt lie low in the duſt in the ſenſe of it; 


yet, to encourage thee againſt thy fears, con- 
ſider three things. | . 
1. Conſider that Chriſt is not forward to take 


advantage againſt ſouls for their failings and 


breaking with him: He is not ffrid to mark 
what is done amiſS. There is forgivencſs with 
him. With him there is mercy, and with him is 
plenteous redemption. Pſ. cxxx. 3, 4, 7. He tis 
not prone to caſt off, and to put away, no it it 
what he hates, Mal. ii. 16. True, he may, and 
many times does withdraw from us, and frown 
upon us; but putting away he loves not; yea, 


he pities and ſpares us under our infirmities, and 
bis bowels are moved for us, Hol. xi. 8, 9. Hence 
the apoſtle ſays: Heb. iv. 15. We have not an 
high-prieſt, which cannot be touched with the feel- 


ing of our infirmities ; but was in all points tempt- 
ed like as we are, yet without fin, And hence 


_ Chriſt himſelf ſays: Mat. xi. 28, 29. Come unto 
me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and! 
will give you reſt : for I am meek and lowly in 


heart. Again, Luk. iv. 18. The Lord has ſent 


me, to heal the broken hearted, to preach deliver- 
ance to the captives, And again, Fob. vi. 37. 
| He that comes to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, 


For, when he fees us fallen amongſt thieves, 


i. e. ſin and ſatan, ſtripped and wounded, he has 
compaſſion on us, binds up and heals our wounds, 
pouring in oil and wine, Luk. x. 30, 34. When 

_ we are tempted and hurt by our enemies, he 
' prays and interceeds for us, that our faith may 
not fail, and our covenant with him be loſt, Luk. 
xxii. 31, 32, 61, 62. He leaves ninety-nine ſheep 
in the wilderneſi, and goes after one, which is loſt, 


until 
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until he find it. And when he has found it, he 


lays it on his ſhoulders, and carries it home rejoi- 


cing. Tea, he rejoices more over one ſinner that 
repents, than over ninety-nine juſt perſons, which 


need no repentance, Luk. xv. 4--7. 


2. Conſider, that before ever Chriſt made 


love to thee, and took thee into this relation with 


himſelf, he knew perfectly what manner of one 
thou wouldft be; and how thou wouldſt carry 


it towards him; and yet all could not hinder 
him from ſhewing this favour to thee : Why then 


ſhouldft thou think it would caufe him to break 


with thee now? the ſoul may be apt to ſay, Did 


Chriſt think I would be ſuch a wretch, that I 


would ſo grieve him, ſo offend him, that I 


would carry it ſo unworthily towards him under 
all his love as I do? Yea, foul, Chriſt thought 


it, yea, he knew it perfectly betore-hand, in 
Deut. xxxi. 21. tis ſaid, That God knew what 


Iſrael would do beforehand : So Chriſt knew be- 
forehand how thou wouldſt ſlight his love, grieve 


| his ſpirit, violate his laws; he knew, how thou 
wouldſt offend and affront him, by a proud, 


vain, wanton behaviour before him : He knew, 
how thou wouldſt backſlide, and go a whoring 


from him; and had he not ſeen and known that 


he had love enough, and bowels enough to co- 


ver and paſs by all, he would never have made 


love to thee: Hence, when he betroths, he is ſaid 
to do it in judgment, Hoſ. ii. 19. Chriſt knew what 
he did, and what an one he married, when he 
married thee to himſelf: And as all could not 
hinder his love at firſt, ſo neither ſhall it take 


off his love from thee now. Therefore lift up 
the hands, which hang daton, and the feeble hnees, 
| | | U 3 and 
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and make Rrraight paths for your feet, left that 


which is lame, be turned out of the way, but let 
it rather be healed, Heb. xii. 13. | 
3. Conſider, that thou mayeſt have many fail- 


ings and miſcarriages, be guilty of many break- 


ings with Chriſt, and departures from him; and 
yet the marriage- covenant between him and thee 
not be broken and loſt; becauſe Chriſt has not 


yet broken with thee, neither is he willing to 
break with thee; but he kindly exhorts and 


teaches thee, how thou mayſt prevent breaking 


his covenant with thee, and cauſe him rather to 
renew, preſerve and eſtabliſh it for ever. Hence 
he ſays, Fer. iii. 12, 22. Return thou backſliding 


Ißrael, and I will not cauſe my anger to fall upon 
you For I am merciful, ſays the Lord, and I will 
not keep anger for ever. Return ye backſliding 
children, and I will heal your backſlidings. A- 
gain Rev. ii. 4, 5. I have ſomewhat aganſt thee, 
becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt love. 
therefore from whence thou art fallen, and (MB.) 


repent, and do the firſt works, or elſe Iwill come 
unto thee quickly, and remove thy candleſtick out 
/ his place, except thou repent. V. 10. Be thou 


faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown 


„life. Rev. iii. 5. He that overcomes, the ſame 
hall be cloathed in white raiment, and I will not 


blot out his name wel the book of life, but I 


will confeſs his name before my Father and before 
ld faſt that which thu 
haſt, that no man take thy crown. V. 19. As 
many as TI love, I rebuke and chaſten. Be zealous 
therefore and repent. Here ſeeſt thou (1) that 


whenever thou haſt tranſgreſſed and broken thy 
covenant with Chriſt, it is repentance and faith- . 
: | fulneſs, 
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union with Chriſt, 223 
fulneſs, whereby thou mayſt perfectly recover 
and preſerve it. Inſtances hereof: obſerve the 
fall and breaking with Chriſt, the return, re- 
pentance, faith and perfect reſtoration of David 
and Peter. And (2) that nothing, but the to- 


tal neglect and refuſal of returning penitently 
and believing in Chriſt, can cauſe the total 


breach and loſs of thy union with him. Judas 
ſinned and broke with Chriſt, and never re- 
turning truly penitent, and believing in him, 
was totally rejected and deſtroyed. Therefore 
if thou but ſincerely followeſt the gracious coun- 
ſel of Chriſt, the covenant-union between him 
and thee can never be loſt, becauſe Chriſt him- 
ſelf will and does uphold, maintain, and eſtabliſh 
it for ever. Hence the apoſtle ſays, 1 Pet. i. 5, 


1 kept by the power of God through faith unto 


ſalvation. And O! how ſweet are theſe Scrip- 
tures, 1/ai. liv. 5- 10. Thy Maker is thine hus- 
band, the Lord of Hoſts 1s his name, and thy re- 
deemer, the holy One of Iſrael, the God of the 


' whole earth ſhall he be called. For a jmall mo- 


ment have I forſaken thee, but with great mer- 
cies will I gather thee, In a little wrath I hid 
my face from thee for a moment, but with ever- 
laſting kindneſs will I have mercy on thee, ſays 
the Lord thy redeemer. I have ſworn that 1 
would not be wrath with thee nor rebuke thee, 
For the mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be 
removed, but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from 
thee, neither ſhall the covenant of my peace be re- 


moved, ſays the Lord that has mercy on thee. And 


again, Pſalm Ixxxix. 30 - 34+ If his children 
farſake my law, and walk not in my judgments 
if they break my flatutes, and keep not my command- 
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ments, then will I viſit their iniquities with a rod, | 


and their tranſgreſſions with flripes: And what to de 

follows? Nevertheleſs, ſays he, my loving kind- | enga 

| neſs will I not utterly take from them, nor ſuffer | NE. 

my faithfulneſs to fail; my covenant will I not 1 w! 

| break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my that 

lips, Pray mark, Chriſt's people may fin, and good 

he may ſharply chaſtiſe them for their ſins ; yea, they 

| he may ſeem to take away his loving kindneſs | ** + 
j from them, and may really for a time ſuſpend the wht 
| | influences and manifeſtations thereof; but, if Joh 
1 they truly repent, his covenant · love and faith- _ 


Fi fulneſs to them, remains firm and ſtedfaſt we 
| forever. So again, Fer. iii. 1, 14. Though thou ous 
WY haſt played the harlot with many lovers, yet re- 
1 turn again to me, faith the Lord. Turn, O back- 
1 ſliding children, for I am married unto you, Mark, f 
though they had backſliden, though they had _ 
played the harlot with many lovers, yet Chriſt Þ 
owns his covenant-relation to them and with | Per 
BE them; yea, and he ſends, as it were, his cove- 
nant after them, and by that fetches them home 
| to himſelf. O! whatever thy miſcarriages are, 
whatever thy breakings with Chriſt, and depar- | 77 
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By neft, truly repenting and believing in him, Lut.xv. | _ 
18-24. the marriage-union and relation between wy, 


him and thee remains firm and ſtedfaſt for ever. ; 


If | O but, ſays the ſoul, my heart is ſtill bent to on 
1 bdbackfliding 3 Chriſt, and I am afraid, 1 | . 
lf ſhall at laſt totally and finally depart from him, 
Il! and then farewell all. I anſwer, that Chriſt 1 
=: ſtands engaged to keep thee from; true, not- 1 
1 withſtanding any thing in and of thyſelf, if left T 5 
i} by Chriſt, thou wouldſt be apt totally and finally = 


to 


him; and fo 
pend upon his faithfulneſs to them. I'll cloſe 
| this conſideration with that known and great 
Scripture, Rom. viii. 31 - 39. What ſhall we then 
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to depart from him; but Chriſt himſelf ſtands 


engaged to keep thee to him: *Tis the very te- 
nure of his covenant with thee, Fer. xxxii. 40. 


. 1 will make an everlaſiing covenant with them, 


that I will not turn away from them to do them 
good, and I will put my fear into their hearts, that 


they ſhall never depart from me. Joh. vi. 39. This 
is the Father's will, which has ſent me, that of all, 


which he has given me, I ſhould loſe nothing. 


Joh. x. 27, 28. My ſheep hear my voice, and 1 
know them, and they follow me. And I give them 


eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither 
ſball any man pluck them out of my hands. O firs, 
not only is Chriſt's heart towards his people, but 
he is engaged by covenant to keep their hearts 


cloſe to him, and faithful with him; at leaſt ſo 


far as that _ ſhall not totally depart from 
their faithfulneſs to him does de- 


{ay to theſe things? If God be for us, who can be 


againſt us? He that ſpared not his own Son, but 


delivered him up for us all: how ſhall he not with 


bim alſo freely give us all things? Who ſhall lay 


any thing to the charge of God's eleft ? It is God 
that juſtifies. Who is he that condemns? It is 


Chriſt that died, yea rather that is riſen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God, who alſo 


makes interceſſion for us. Who ſhall ſeparate us 


from the love of Chriſt? Shall tribulation or di- 


 ftreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or 


peril, or ſword? Nay, in all thoſe things we 
are more than conquerors through him that loved 


us For I am per ſuaded, that neither death, nor 


life, 
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life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor heighth, 
ner depth, (and leſt all theſe things ſhould not 
reach the cafe of every ſoul, he adds) ner any 
other creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 
love of God which is in Chriſt Feſus our Lord, 


III. Conſider, that 'tis not long ere the Lord 
Jeſus, thy dear husband, will. come and con- 
ſummate the marriage between him and thy 
ſoul: And O how ſweet will this be! the match 


here is but as it were begun between Chriſt and 


thee, but Chriſt will ſhortly cone and conſum- 
mate it: Behold the Bridegroom cometh, Mat. 


xXxv. 6, And again, they that were ready Went 
in to the marriage. V. 10. and the marriage of | 


the Lamb is come, Rev. Rix. 7. I here 1s 2 
time then, when Chriſt will come to conſum- 
mate the marriage between him and ſouls: 


When he comes, as to the world, he comes as 


a judge to condema them, to avenge the quarrel 


of his Goſpel, the quarrel of his covenant, the 


quarrel of his blood, all which they have re- 


jected, he comes to paſs ſentence upon them for 


reſiſting his Spirit, for contemning his grace, 
for breaking his laws, for neglecting his ſalva— 


tion: And O how dark will the day of his com- 
ing be to them ! But now to his own ſpouſes, 


when he comes, he comes as a bridegroom : 


And O how ſweet will this coming of his be to 
them | 


I. Then he will turn all your water into 


wine. Joh. ii. 1 11. we read, that Chriſt 
being at a marriage, he there turned water into 
wine, And truly, foul, when he ſhall come 

| | | to 
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to conſummate the marriage between him and 
| thee, he will turn all thy waters of affliction 
into the wine of ſweet conſolation to thee : he 
will turn thy night into day, thy darkneſs into 


light, thy forrows into joys, thy mourning into 
dancing, thy troubles into reſt, thy conflicts into 
triumphs, thy labours into reward, thy mourn- 
ful lamentations into joyful halelujahs: Then 
will he fulfil that Scripture to thee, Rev. xxi. 4. 
God ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and 
there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor 
crying, neither ſhall there be any more pain. Poor 


ſoul, now thine eyes are full of tears; with ho- 


ly David, thou goeſt weeping and mourning (it 
may be) all the day long ; but then all tears ſhall 
be wiped off thine eyes: Now thou art in 
deaths often, as the holy apoſtle was ; but then 
there ſhall be no more death : Now thou art full 
of ſorrows, thy days are ſpent in grief, and thy 
years in ſighing, but then there ſhall be no more 
forrow ; ſorrow and ſighing both ſhall fly away 
for ever : Now thou art full of pains, yea, as 
the holy prophet of old complained, thou art 
pained at the very heart; in the ſenſe of thy 
own afflictions, and in the ſenſe of the church's 
afflictions: in the ſenſe of thine own fins, and 


in the ſenſe of the world's fins, thou art pained 


at the very heart; but then there ſhall be no 
more pain: Now thou ſoweſt in tears, but then 
thou ſhalt reap in joy: Now thou goeft forth weep 


4 ing, yet bearing precious ſeed; then thou ſhalt 


return rejoicing, bringing thy ſheaves with thee : 
Now thou art in a ſtorm, a ſtorm of affliction, 
a ſtorm of temptation, a ſtorm of perſecution, 
thou art afflitied, toſſed with tempeſts, and not 

com- 
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comforted it may be, as the church ſometimes 
was, //a. liv. 11. But then he will make thy form 


a calm, and ſo bring thee into the defired haven, 
to allude to that P/al. cvii. 30. 
vil and his meſſengers are buffetting of thee, and 
will grve thee no reſt; then they ſhall be all 
trodden under foot, and thy ſoul ſhall a& one 


eternal triumph over them; ſaying, as ſhe of 


old in her ſong did, O my ſoul, thou haſt tradden 
down ſtrength, 


2. Then Chrift will turn all thy blackneſs in- 
to beauty, all thy finful deformity into perfect 
purity and Holineſs for ever; and this is much 


more ſweet than the former: Alas! ſays the 
ſoul, turn my water into wine, true that is ſweet ; 


but there 1s that which lies heavier upon me 


than all the troubles and afflictions in the world; 


and that is my finful blackneſs and deformity : 


O this ſtained, polluted, defiled nature of mine! 


this fountain of ſin and enmity againſt God, 


that is within! this is that which is the burthen 
too heavy for me to bear: Well, for thy comfort 
know, that thy husband ſweet Jeſus will come; 


and when he comes, he will turn thy blackneſs 


into beauty, thy fin into holineſs ! then he wil! 


ſandtiſy thee, and cleanſe thee, finally and per- 
fectly, that he may preſent thee to himſelf a glo- 
rious ſpouſe, not having ſpots or wrinkle, or any 
ſueh thing, - Epheſians v. 26, 27. Poor ſoul, thou 


haſt now many ftains, many ſpots, and thoſe 
ſuch as thou art apt ſometimes to think are not 
the ſpots of God's children, but then all theſe 


ſpots ſhall be wiped out, and thou ſhalt be with- 


out ſpots ; yea, thou ſhalt not only be without 


ſpot, but without wrinkle too : There may be 


wrinkles 


Now the de- 
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wrinkles where there may be no ſpots, and theſe 
are blemiſhes: O but then thou ſhalt have 
neither ſpot nor wrinkle ; thou ſhalt be per- 
tectly freed from lefler, as well as greater 
ſins; yea, thou ſhalt have neither ſpot nor wrin- 
kle, nor any ſuch thing; nothing that looks 
like fin, nothing that thou canſt fuppoſe to be 
in the leaſt a blemiſh or defect; there ſhall not 
be the leaſt print or footſtep of the old Adam 
(as one ſpeaks upon the place) left in thee, or 
upon thee, but thou ſhalt be altogether holy 
and without blemiſh : Chriſt will then perfectly 


lll thee with bis own Spirit, beautify thee with 


his own image; deck thee with his own or- 
naments, enamel and irradiate thee with his 


own glory, for then he will make thee like him- 


ſelf, both in holineſs and happineſs, 1 J. iii. 2. 
Poor ſoul, now thou art groaning under a body 
of fin and death, under the unclean motions of 
ſin, the impure luſtings of the fleſh, the curſed 
impoſings of a baſe, vile, unbel*.ving heart that 
is io upon thee i., duty, in every 
condition, in every relation: Now thou art pe- 


| tered with the ſpringings, buddings, bloſſomings, 


and ebullitions of luſt and corruption within 
thee 3 but when ſweet Jeſus comes, there ſhall 


be an end of all this: Chriſt he overlooks all 


this now, but then he will do it all away, and 
thou ſhalt ſhine with the perfection of beauty. 
3- Then Chriſt will ſolemoly preſent thee 
to his Father as his ſpouſe, in the preſence 
of all his holy angels: And Oh how glorious 
and joyful will this be ! In Gen. xxiv. 67. we 
read that Iſaac tot Rebekah, and bryught her 
into his mother*s tent: So when dear Jeſus comes 
to conſummate the marriage between him and 
| thee, 
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thee, he will, being attended with all his holy 
angels, bring thee into his Father's houſe, and 
will there preſent thee to him as his ſpouſe ; 
ſaying, Father, here is my ſpouſe; here is one 
whom in the day of everlaſting love thou gaveſt 


unto me, one whom 1 have redeemed to myſeli 
by my blood, and married to myſelf by my 


Spirit in the Goſpel; this is ſhe that I was made 


iin and a curſe for; and though ſhe was in 


her blood and gore, then J firſt made love to 
her ; yet lo! now here ſhe is ſpotleſs and fault- 
leſs before thee : Father, own her as thy Son's 
ſpouſe, and delight in her for ever. O how 


ſweet, how glorious will this be] Suppoſe ſome 


great prince were married, and upon his mar- 
Triage ſhould take his ſpouſe in his hand, and 
lead her into the preſence chamber of the king 
his father, and there preſent her to him, to the 
end he might take notice of her as his ſon's 


ſpouſe, and ſhew ſuitable reſpect and favour te 


ber; what a ſweet thing would this be? But 
alas | what is thu to the preſentation Chriſt will 
make of thee to his Father ar his coming; 59 
will then preſent thee 7 into the preſence «/ 


his glory with exceeding joy, Jude ver. 24. When 


David, and the elders of 1/-ael brought up 
the ark from the houſe of Obed- Edom, twas 


with great joy and ſhouting, 1 Chro. xv. 25, 28. 
But O when Chriſt, attended with all his holy 
angels, ſhall bring, and preſent thee into th- 
preſence of his Father, what joy and ſhouting: 
will there then be? ſurely there will be great 
rejoicing on all hands; God the Father wi. 
greatly rejoice, Chriſt the Son will greatly 
rejoice, God the Holy Ghoſt will great- 
ly rejoice, the angels will greatly rejoice, oY 

85 | lou 


_ a r 1 e 
ee 


" * r Hr 5. 
nk Saab RN; FFF 
AY F rere * 7 
De 


„ „ & 


n 


as. vs 


V7 
7 
* 
:-4 
2 
* 
5 
& 
2 
>» 
. 
85 

wy 
FO 
"hk 
— 
| 
5 
A 
5 
bh 


union with Cbriſt. 231 


ſoul alſo will greatly rejoice. God the Father 
will greatly rejoice to ſee his Son's ſpouſe come 
home to him ſo richly deck'd and adorned ; Chriſt 
the Son will greatly rejoice, that he has got 
his ſpouſe into his arms and boſom, never to 
part with her more ; the Holy Ghoſt will great- 
ly rejoice to ſee his work in tying the marriage- 
knot between Chriſt and the ſoul completed; 


the angels will greatly rejoice as being friends 
both to the bridegroom and bride, and as par- 
taking with them in the marriaze-ſupper ; and 
thou thyſelf wilt greatly rejoice, in that no- 
thy happineſs is conſummated, and that thou 
halt for ever lie in the boſom and embraces of 


thy husband's love, O how ſweet, how glorious 


will this be! 5 
4. Then Chriſt will lead thee into the bride- 


chamber, the manſion he has prepared for thee 


in the Father's houſe, where thou ſhalt dwell 


for ever in his preſence, and fit down eternally 
with him and his Father at the marriage-feaft : 


And O how ſweet and glorious will this be! 
being thus beautified and preſented to the Fa- 
| ther, what now remains for thee, but to enter 
upon thy lot with all the ſaints, and to poſſeſs 
the jointure Chriſt made thee in the day of thine 


eſpouſal to him, even eternal life and glory with 
himſelf for ever! What now remains for thee, 
but to ſit down in the full views of his glory, 
the full viſions of his face, the full enjoyment 
of his preſence, the full embraces of his boſom, 


the full incomes of his love, and all for ever? 
here in the day of eſpouſal thou haſt had ſome 


views of him, thou haſt ſeen his back parts; but 


then thou ſhalt behold his glory for ever: Jeb. 
„ . X 2 | 
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xvii. 24. Here thou haſt 77 him through a glafs 


darkly, but then thou ſhalt ſee him ſace to face, 
thy viſions of him ſhall be both full and imme- | 


diate, 1 Cor. xili. 12, Here there have been 
ſome intercourſes of love and delight kept up 
between him and thee, thou haſt had ſome of 
the kiſſes of his mouth, ſome embraces in his 
boſom ; but then thou ſhalt have thy fill of his 


love, being ſweetly immerſed and ſwallowed up 


in the ocean of it for ever: O how ſweet will 
this be! When Chriſt and thy ſoul have met in 
an ordinance, how often haſt thou ſaid with Pe- 


ter, lis goed to be here? And when he has given 


ihee now and then a little taſte of his love, 


how haſt thou been raviſhed with it, crying out 


with the ſpouſe, thy love is better than wine ? 


But O what will it be to enjay all this in its ſul- 
neſs, and that without the leaſt moment's inter— 


ruption, for ever? when Chriſt and thy foul 
jhall meet, not in a duty or ordinance only, but 


in heaven, in the Father's houſe, all thou haſt 
here of him, is but now and then a kiſs of his 


mouth, now and then a taſte, a viſit, a deſcent 
of his grace and love; yet this is ſweet, and 


makes a little heaven in thy ſoul : But when he 


comes to conſummate the marriage, then thou 


ſhalt have everlaſting embraces, and uninterrupt- 
ed pourings out of love from him; then no more 


veilings of Lis face, no more withdrawings, of 


his preſence, no more ſuſpenſions of his love 


from thee, but thou ſhalt fit down in the full 
eijoyment of all for ever: Then no more need of 


love-letters to paſs between Chriſt and thy ſoul, 


for then there will be full and immediate em- 


braces for ever: Therefore rejoice in thy lot, 
and 
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and ſay with the church in a way of triumph, 


Iſa. Ixi. 10. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 


my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my God ; for he hath 
cloathed me with garments of ſalvation, he hath 
covered me with a rebe of righteouſneſs, as a Bride- 
groom decketh himſelf with ornaments, and as a 
Bride adorneth herſelf with jewels, Ce 
But may ſome doubting ſoul ſay ; True, here's 
comfort enough, and happineſs enough for all 
Chriſt's ſpouſes ; and were | aſſured of my eſpou- 
ſal to him, Iſhould think it enough to carry me 
through both life and death with comfort; but 


I am afraid I have neither part nor lot in this 


matter, I anſwer, If thou art one that loveſt 
thy ſins and I:veſt in them; if thou art one that 


alloweſt of, and indulgeſt thyſelf in thy luſts, 


yea, in any known luſt or ſin, be it ſmall or 
great, then thou haſt too great ground for ſuch 
fears ; for I muſt tell thee, that the ſpouſes of 
Chriſt are of another diſpolition, they hate fin 
and love holineſs; and do what in them lies to 
flee the one and purſue after the other : but I will 


at preſent look upon thee to be a poor doubting 


ſpouſe of Chriſt that makes this complaint, and 


ſo ſhall leave a double word of encouragement 


with thee as to this, and thereby put a conclu- 

ſion to this matter, 5 
1. I would ſpeak to thee, as Samuel ſome- 
times did to Saul in another caſe, viz, when 
Saul told him that he had performed the com- 
mandment of the Lord : If ſo, ſays Samuel, what 
then means this bleating of the ſheep in mine ears 
and the lowing of the oxen which I hear ?1Sam.xv, 
12, 14. So if thou haſt indeed no part nor lot in 
Chriſt, and wert never eſpouſed to him, then 
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(firſt) what means the bleedings, mourning, and 
lamentings of thy ſoul, under the ſenſe of thy 


diſtance and eſtrangement from Chriſt, and thy 


utter unſuitablencſs to him boch in ſpirit and 
life? Bleſſed are they that thus mourn, for they 


Mall be comforted, Mat, v. 3. (Secondly) What 


means thy high valuations of him, and the vche- 


ment hungerings and ethirſtings of thy ſoul after 


him? Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirſt a 

ter righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be ſatisfied, Mat. 
v. 6.( I hirdly) What means the holy tremblings 
of thy ſoul in the thoughts of ſinning againſt him, 
thy care and ollic itude to pleaſe him, thy fear 
to offend lim? *T'is the character of a loyal 
wife, that her care is to pleaſe her husband, and 
not to offend him, 1 Cor. vii, 24. (Fourthly) 
What means thy ſenſibleneſs of, and mourning 
under the diſhonours of Chriſt, with the longings 
of thy ſoul aſter his exaltation, The reproaches 


„/ them that reproach him do fall upon thee, Pf. 


Ixix. 9. is the true ſpirit of a loyal ſpouſe 
to be concerned for her husband's concernments. 
Theſe and many more ſuch gracious diſpoſitions 
as are found in thee, do ſpeak comfortably to 


thy ſoul in this caſe ; though {till I would have 
thee preſs after the cleareſt evidences and the ful- 


leſt aſſurance of thine eſpouſal to him. 

2, Suppoſe the worſt, yet for thy encourage- 
ment, I would fpeak to thee as the diſciples to 
the blind man, Mark x. 49. Be of good comfort, 


ariſe, Chriſt calleth thee ; he calls thee into the 
bleſſed efpouſals with himſelf. And O that thou 
wouldſt do as that blind man there did, 20% aroſe 
aud came to Jeſus and aſſure thyſelf of this, his 
arms are wide open to receive thee ; Truly, 

who- 
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union with Chriſt. 235 
whoever, or whatever thou art that makeſt this 
complaint, whether ſpouſe or no ſpouſe, thy pro- 


per and immediate work is now to cloſe with 


Chriſt in a marriage-covenant: For, pray mark, 
the work of a convinced ſinner, and of a douot— 
ing, beclouded ſaint, is the ſame here; the one, 


as well as the other, is to believe and cloſe with 


Chriſt, as if he had never done it before: Sup- 
poſe then the worſt, even that thou were never 


as yet eſpouſed to Chriſt ; yet do not deſpond, 
but let this be a day of eſpouſal between him and 
. thee, caſting thy ſoul upon him, not queſtioning 


his readineſs to reccive thee: For thy encourage- 


ment I would ſay to thee as one of the ancients 
| ſpeaks in the ſame caſe, My ftickeft and flagge- 


reſt thou in thyſelf ? Caſt thyſelf upon him, and 
car not, he will not withdraw himſelf ſo as 
cure and confident, that he twill receive and ſave 
thee, Thus have I now done; ſaint, ſpouſe of 
Chriſt, what remains, but that thou love, reve- 
rence, and obey thy Lord and Head, livng a 
life of dependance upon him, as alſo of longingex- 
pectation of his coming to conſummate the mar- 
riage between him and thee? what remains, but 


Ido let thee fall; caſi thyſelf upon him, reſting ſe- 


that thou ſhouldſt take up the words of the 


apoſtle, making the ſame inference from thine 
cſpouſal to Chriſt, that he does from the diſſo- 
lution of all things, ſaying in thy own name and 
others, 2 Pet. iii. 11, 12. What manner of per- 


ons ought we to be in all Holy converſation and 


 godlineſs, looking for and haſtening to the coming 
of the day of God. Sinner, what remains tor thee 


to do, but to give up thy name and ſoul to Chriſt 


in a marriage-covenant, and be happy for ever? 
ns 7 1... e 


abs 


I will conclude all with thoſe words, Rev.xix.9. 
Pliffed are they which are called to the marriage- 
ſupper of the Lamb. Amen! 


The Soul's eſpouſal, or 


A Prayer and Thankſgiving for the ſpiritual 


marriage of Chriſt with our ſoul, 


0 Lord Jeſus Chrift, thou faireſt among the 


children 4 men, thou maſt amiable bridegroom 


of my foul, thou haſt ſaid I will betroth thee 


unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto 
me in righteouſneſs, and in judgment, and in 
loving kindneſs, and in mercy. 1 will even be- 
troth thee unto me in faithfulneſs, and thou ſhalt 
know the Lord, 7s. ii. 19, 20. I thank thee 
heartily for thy fervent, pure and Holy love, with 
which thou haſt always loved me : Thou haſt ſhewn 
thy love in thy bleſſed incarnation, when thou did/t 


receive our human nature, bedy and ſoul, into 
union with thy perſon, uniting them to thy eternal 


divinity, ſo as never to be diſſolved hereafter. O 
comfortable, ſweet and delightful union] God is 
man, and man is God Can there be a more 
agreable kindneſs, and more endearing frienaſhip ? 
Thereby thou haſt declared, that thou wilt for ever 


unite thyſelf unto me, and to all true believers, with 


a union never to be broke, being made with thee 


one body, fleſh of thy fleſh, and bone of thy bone, 


and ſo one ſpirit and one heart. Eph. v. 30. 
To this end haſt thou ordained thy holy Sacra- 
ment of Baptiſm, having therein united thyſelf 


unto me, and made it to be an anſwer of a good _ 


conſcience towards thee, Mat, xxviil. 19. Gal. iii. 


27. 
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ſupper, that feaſt of divine love, 
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27. 1 Pet. iii. 21. And as thou haſt endued thy 


human nature with an angelical, nay more than 


angelical purity, being altogether without ſpot and 
_ blemiſh ; fo haft thou alſo by Baptiſm initiated 


me into holineſs of life, and purity of manners. 
And fince we are deſigned to be objetts of thy love, 


thou haſt cleanſed us with the waſhing of water 
by the word, and haſt prepared for thyſelf a glo- 
' 110us$ church, not having ſpot or Winkle, * 


any ſuch thing; but a church that is holy, and 


8 without blemih : /o clean, and perfettly clean (for 


thy cleanſing is perfett) haſt thou waſhed us by thy 
atening and juſtifying 11 that no ſpot of fin 


* ſhould remain upon us, Eph. v. 26, 2 


Thou haſt alſo united us to thyſelf through 
the Iloly Ghoſt, and knit us together into one 
body. Thou alſo uni . us to thyſelf in in thy holy 


ceive thy holy fleſh and blzed, and whereby thou 
communicateſt thyſelf unto us, thy fleſh and blood, 
thy life and ſpirit ; ſo that beth the divinity and 
the humanity, nay the whole Chriſt, is our cun, 
Thus wilt thou be in us, and we hall be in thee, 
Mat. xxvi. 26, 27, 28. Joh. vi. 51, 56. Thou 
hajt, out of thy abounding love, offered up for us 


* thy holy body and blood on the croſs. And becauſe 
' © thou haſt loved us once, thy love never waxeth cold, 
but is conſtant, perſevering and everlaſling. Thy 
love 1s flrong as death The coals thereof are coals. 


of fire, which have a moſt vehement flame. Many 
waters cannot quench thy love, neither can the 


floods drown it : If a man would give all the ſub- 
lance of his houſe for this love, it would utterly 


be contemned, Cant. vill. 6, 
0 my beloved, how nagnanimous is thy heart, 
hm 
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how active is thy love? The voice of my be- 
loved ! Behold he comes leaping upon the moun- 
tains, ſkipping upon the hills. My beloved 1s 
like a roe, or young hart, Can. ii. 8, 9h. My 
beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefeſt among 
ten thouſand ; his head is as the moſt fine gold, 
His cheeks are as a bed of ſpices, as ſweet flow- 
ers. His lips like lillies ; dropping ſweet ſmell- 
ing myrth. His hands are as gold rings, ſet 


with the beryl. His body is as bright ivory, 


overlaid with ſappiircs, His legs are as pillars of 
marble, ſet upon ſockets of fine gold. Flis mouth 
is moſt ſweet, yea he is altogether lovely. This 


is my beloved, and this is my friend, Cant. v. 


10 16. O thou moſt beautiful bridegroom, d1 


thou kindle in me an hearty love, and a fervent 


deſire to love thee again, . 

Kiſs me with the kiſſes of thy mouth, Cant. i. 
2. Refreſh me with flyers of thy fragrant and 
lively ſme!l + Stay me with flagons, comfort me 
with apples: Let thy left hand be under my 
head, and let thy right hand embrace me, Cant. 


ii. 5, 6. O my beloved, come into thy garden 
and cat of thy precious fruits, Cant. iv. 16. Set 
me as a ſeal upon thy heart, as a ſeal upon thine 


arm, Cant. viii. 6. Remove out of mine heart 


_ whatever will obſtruct the returns of my love unto 


thee : Diveſt my ſoul of all love to the world, and 


the things that are therein: Divorce her for ever 
from all earthly deſires, that thiu alone mayſt re- 


ceive her into thy love and aſfection, and that thou 


alone mayeſt poſſeſs her, and no other with thee. 


O thou faireſt high-prieſt in holy ornaments, 
thou requireſt for thy ſpouſe a chaſte virgin, un- 


tainted with the world, and the profane love of 


the 
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the creature, 1 Cor. xi. 2. To ſuch a ſoul, thou 
uniteſt thyſelf entirely, and ſhe unites herſelf en- 
tirely unto thee : Over ſuch a- ſoul thou rejoiceſt 
more, than a bridegroom rejoices over his beloved 
bride, Ia. Ixii. 5. Unto ſuch a ſoul thou dis- 
cloſet thyſelf, and thy whale heart; for unto him 


| that loves thee heartily, thou dot heartily diſcloſe 
land p thyſelf, Joh. xiv. 21. O my foul, 
| forget al 


the worid, and turn wholly unto thy be- 
loved; Pſ. xlv. 10. that delighting in thy beauty, 
he may truly unite himſelf to thee, and that thou 
mayeſt know the Lord. He has given thee his 
entire love, and thereby wholly united himſelf unto 
thee» And what is the 97 5 that thou canſt 
not unite thyſelf entirely to him again; but becauſe 
thou haſt not given him thy whole love without 
guile and reſerve ? How carefully does this lover 


of fouls go from one to another, to ſerch à pure and 


925 ey which he might eſpeuſe to himſelf. 


Such a ſoul he loves with ſo tender and fervent an 
application, as to leave heaven itſelf, if poſſible, 
rather than to be without her. IWith ſuch a ſoul 
he takes up all things in common, proſperity and 


calamity, life and death: He takes upon him 


the croſs of ſuch a foul, and bears it as his own : 


He ſuffers and labours, he ae and weehs 
with her e He condutts her through affiittion and 
tribulation, through death and helle And as no 


«roſs and death could tear from him his human 
nature, ſo can no calamity, whether ſword or 
famine, whether things preſent, or things ta come, 
/*parate ſuch a ſoul from his love ; for he has 
»ethrothed her unto himſelf for ever. 


Ogne 


240 The Soul's eſpouſal, &c. 
O give us, Lord Jeſus, te know, and dul 
to ponder ſo ſublime and heavenly a marriage, 
0 conſtant and royal a union, and to abide be- 
trethed, eſpouſed, and united unto thee, 
to all eternity, Amen and 
Amen! 


Soli Deo Gloria. 
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